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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE CONDITIONS of the architectural competitions now 
open for dwelling accommodation at Dover and an office building 
in Dublin are given on p. 785 


THE GROWING TENDENCY on the part of various planning 
authorities to allow isolated houses to be dotted about the 
countryside, was criticised by Sir Patrick Abercrombie at the 
annual meeting of the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England on May 14. p. 797 


A PAIR OF BUNGALOWS have been built at South ‘Tawton, 
Devon, at a cost, including builders’ normal profit, of £650 
each, p. 799 


THE VIEW that recent Government experiments have proved 
conclusively that softwood can only be saved in the construction 
of houses by a disproportionate increase in housing costs, was 
expressed on Tuesday by Mr. G. B. Crow, chairman of the 
Timber Development Association. p. 801 


‘ FURTHER AND BOLDER ACTION by the Government 
is urgently called for if building societies and the building 
industry are to play their full part in national rehabilitation,” 
declared Mr. Hubert Newton, chairman of the Building Societies 


Association, at their annual conference on May 20. p. 802 
| DEBATE in the Houses of Parliament on the preservation of 
historic buildings is reported on p. 803 


“ THERE IS NOTHING standing in the way of a building 

apprentice to-day to prevent him from becoming the building 
chief of to-morrow,’ said Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, president, 
NFBTE, at Llanelly on May 15. p. 808 


NATIONAL HERITAGE 


MUCH satisfaction attends the announcement, made in 
Parliament last week by the Minister of Works, Mr. 
Eccles, that the Government are preparing a Bill which will 
authorise him to pay grants for the repair and maintenance 
of buildings of historic or architectural merit—for which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer earlier in the year had indicated 
that he was prepared to allocate {£250,000 a year—and, 
furthermore, that a further {£500,000 over a period of five 
years is to be made available for the purchase of outstanding 
buildings which would otherwise be lost. 


The debate in the House of Lords which followed this 
announcement rightly drew attention to the inadequacy of the 
monetary allocation to cope with the presentation of a number 
of historic houses estimated in the Gowers Committee’s 
report to be of the order of 2,000—a number whose preserva- 
tion, as Mr. Eccles himself admitted in the House of Commons 
on February 6 last—would cost in the region of {10 million. 
It will be seen that the actual allocation, viewed in this light, 
is fractional only, and it is clear that the fight to secure a 
vastly increased grant must continue unless our prized 
heritage of building is to crumble away. One source of 
revenue proposed by the noble Lords was the Land Fund, 
now earning {2 millions interest a year, which, suggested 
Lord Silkin, could very properly be allocated to the purpose 
in hand. 


Another proposal was rates relief (which has much to 
commend it as enabling some owners to continue in occupa- 
tion, though doubtless such a scheme would cause difficulties 
as being at the expense of local rather than national funds). 
A third suggestion, made by Lord Mottistone, himself an 
architect, was that each new building should contribute {1 
per £1,000 of the erection cost towards a preservation fund— 
to be collected by the planning authority at the time permis- 
sion was given. Attractive though this last proposal is, it is 
open to question, if only on the grounds of selective taxation. 
No doubt; however, these and other revenue-raising ideas 
will be examined in detail. 


For the immediate future, however, there will be sober 
satisfaction that a start has been made on implementing the 
Gowers report, and a further cause of pleasure lies in the 
Minister of Works’ announcement that historic buildings 
councils will be set up for England, Scotland and Wales to 
advise the Minister in the exercise of the powers to be con- 
ferred on him, also that the National Trusts will be invited 
to participate in the administration of this work. 


No less urgent a problem than preservation is to find 
adequate uses for untenanted historic buildings. Many of 
the smaller buildings have been utilised as social centres, club 
houses, centres for further education, libraries, etc., and 
some are earning their keep as show places. But over and 
above these is a large number of which no adequate use is 
being made, and some even which, by their remote situation 
or other unsuitable features, will provide real problems in 
disposal. The first task of the Minister and his advisers, 
however, will clearly be to prepare a list of buildings which, 
whatever their condition or wherever their location, deserve 
immediate attention to arrest the process of decay; prompt 
action here is essential. The second step, hardly less 
important, is for uses to be found for these houses, and here 
Lord Methuen’s suggestion of a bureau charged with the duty 
of finding buyers, users or new uses for such houses strongly 
commends itself. These buildings are part of our history, 
part of our national life, part, indeed, of our subconscious 
selves ; we shall lose them at our peril. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


GAS FOR CRAWLEY 


IR Tuomas Bennett, CBE, FRIBA, 
chairman of Crawley Development 
Corporation, fully lived up to his reputation 
as a stimulating and forthright speaker at 
a luncheon on May 14, at the Selsdon 
Park Hotel, given by the South-Eastern 
Gas Board to celebrate the inauguration 
of the new gas supply which goes direct 
to Crawley New Town from the Waddon 
Works, Croydon, by means of a newly laid 
20-mile-long pipe line. Mr. W. K. 
Hutchison, chairman of the South-Eastern 
Gas Board, presided. 

We were still a nation of “ extraordinary 
vitality, continuity of purpose and un- 
compromising determination,’’ said Sir 
Thomas Bennett, but he thought that 
we spent too much time in looking back 
to the nineteenth century. There was no 
conception in the world, he declared, as 
fine as that of our New Towns, which 
aimed at moving whole groups of people 
out of congested cities. Australia was 
busy building up congestion in her cities, 
and the shack development on the out- 
skirts of American cities was something 
which we had managed to avoid here; 
in short, it was not merely self- 
praise to think that in the New Towns 
much “ solid thinking and solid work ’’ 
were leading to great achievements. 
Crawley, with its population of 15,000, 
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had now been put “ beyond the reach 
of Governments and changes of policies.” 
A survey at Crawley, he said, had shown 
that 80 per cent. of the tenants cooked by 
gas and 33 per cent. used it to heat water ; 
there was also expected to be a large 
industrial demand for gas in the town. 
Earlier, Sir Thomas Bennett, at the 


Waddon Works, had inaugurated the new ° 


gas supply to Crawley by operating a 
valve which sent the gas flowing on its 
20-mile journey at 30 miles an hour. The 
new trunk main will not only supply 
Crawley with gas, but will also augment 
supplies to Redhill, Reigate, Dorking and 
Horley. ‘The main is expected to deliver 
about 10 million cu. ft. of gas a day, and 
the Waddon Works are in process of 
extension to provide the additional capacity 
required. 


BUILDING TO BE RESTORED 

THE SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY Butterwalk 
building at Dartmouth, South Devon, 
is to be repaired and restored at a cost in the 
region of £45,000. David E. Nye and 
Partners, of London, have been appointed 
architects, Mr. D. G. Martin, ARIBA, 
being in charge of the scheme. 

The contractors entrusted with the 
work will be dealing with the effects of 
years of decay, wood boring insects which 
have attacked parts of the property’s 
timber framing, and bomb damage caused 
in 1943. 

This building, with its ornamented 
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stone colonnade and internal features of 
patterned plaster ceilings, overmantles 
and chimneypieces has been noted as the 
finest example of the seventeenth century 
Devonian style in domestic architecture. 
But its condition at the end of the war 
was such that Dartmouth Corporation 
decided to demolish it. 

The then Ministry of Town and Coun. 
try Planning intervened in this decision, 
and now the whole of the cost of bomb 
damage is being met by the War Damage 
Commission, and a_ substantial grant 
towards other repairs is coming from the 
Ministry of Works Ancient Monuments 
Department. 

The work will aim at restoring old 
features while modernising and re-plan- 
ning the accommodation which was pre- 
viously uninhabitable, lacking modern 
conveniences and proper sanitary facilities. 
The upper floors will be flats and ground 
floors offices and showrooms. A fine 
plaster ceiling which was removed and 
stored after the bombing, will be replaced. 
The public are to be admitted to parts 
of the building at certain times. 

The scheme will take about a year to 
complete. 


HOUSING IN BRISTOL 


THE SHORTAGE of structural steel at the 
beginning of last year caused a serious 
setback in the construction of multi-storey 
housing schemes in Bristol. 

Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, FRIBA, 








Photo by Craely’s Studios, Ltd. 


THE ENTRANCE HALL AT THE OFFICES OF BRITISH RESIN PRODUCTS, LTD., which has been 
designed by Mr. Michael Pattrick, ARIBA. One of the photographs in the Coronation Exhibition of the Institute of 


British Photographers. 
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the City architect, in a report on the work 
of bis department for the year ended 
September 30 last, states that work was 
deferred on three housing schemes where 
pre-contract work was well advanced on 
blocks up to mine storeys. All. three 
schemes had to be replanned and a fresh 
start made in designing blocks of flats 
with load-bearing walls which limited 
height to six storeys. 

Further delay was brought about by 
the issue early in the year of revised house 
type plans by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government which entailed the 
recasting of house plans formerly used for 
new housing in the city. 


ADAM BROTHERS’ WORKS 


Tue LCC announce that the summer 
exhibition at the Iveagh Bequest, Ken- 
wood, this year, is of about 120 drawings 
and books of sketches of the Adam 
Brothers, mainly of great houses. This is 
the first occasion on which any of the 
8,000 or so Adam drawings and sketches 
have left the Soane Museum at 13, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, since Sir John 
Soane purchased them in 1833. The 
exhibition opens tomorrow, May 23, and 
will continue until the end of September. 
The aim of the exhibition is to demonstrate 
the spectacular inventiveness of the 
brothers and their quality as designers ; 
their range from door-knobs to monu- 
mental buildings; and their skill as 
draughtsmen. 


SCOTTISH APPOINTMENTS 


THE PRESIDENT of the Board of Trade 
has appointed to the Scottish committee 
of the Council of Industrial Design, Mr. 
David Anderson, Mr. W. Hope Collins, 
Mr. T. Coughtrie, Mr. Robert Matthew, 
CBE, ARIBA, and Mr. W. Rennie; and 
has reappointed Mr. J. Crawford McKell 
and Mrs. Charles Taylor on the termina- 
tion of their existing appointments. 


RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 


Mr. J. B. Warp-Perkins, MA, FBA, 
Director, British School at Rome, has 
been awarded a 1953 Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship for the purpose of studying the 
architecture of Roman Tripolitania in its 
Imperial setting. , 


AN RIBA PAMPHLET 


A PAMPHLET entitled ‘“‘ Prizes and 
Studentships, 1953-1954,” has been issued 
by the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Priced at 2s. 6d., the pamphlet contains 
full information on the Institute’s prizes 
and studentships, together with, where 
applicable, the detailed programmes for 
the competitions. Particulars are also 
obtainable from the RIBA of their prizes 
for public and secondary schools. 


COUNTRY CRAFTS 

(HE FREQUENT REGRETS expressed about 
the fading-out of the one-time flourishing 
sritish crafts are inclined to make us take 
too pessimistic a view of the situation 
which is, perhaps, not really justified. 
We are apt to forget that there are still 
many thousands of craftsmen in our 
villages and market towns, who in their 
sma'l workshops and by their own skill 
can make a reasonably good livelihood 
an. enjoy their individual way of life. 
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MR. JACOB EPSTEIN’s new group of the Virgin and Child on a wall of the 

Convent of the Holy Child Fesus, at 11, Cavendish-square, which was unveiled by 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Butler, on May 14. It is in lead and is some 
12 ft. high. 





Not the least important of the agencies 
whose efforts are devoted to assisting the 
village craftsman to keep abreast of modern 
developments which have a direct bearing 
upon the service which he provides is the 
Rural Industries Bureau. This organisa- 
tion, which is Government-sponsored, 
provides a technical and advisory service 
to a variety of rural craftsmen which is 
invaluable. It is in touch with about 
13,000 country businesses which provide 
employment for some 34,000 people 
whose gross output has been valued at 
£30 m. a year. There is also impressive 
evidence that this output is increasing as a 
result of the Bureau’s service. 

Hand-made bricks is one of the rural 
industries that thrives well and in order 
that the full range of good quality facing 








COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, MAY 23 
LCC.—Summer exhibition of drawings of the Adam 
brothers. Iveagh Bequest, Hampstead-lane, Hornsey. 
Continuing until the end of September. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘ Coronation Chari- 
vari,” by Mr. A. D. Hippisley Cox. 34, Bedford- 
square, WC1l. 8 p.m. z 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SuRvEYORS, East Anglian 
Chapter (London Branch).—*‘ Estimating and Price 
Analysis,” by Mr. C. B. Branch, AIQS (open meeting). 
Technical Institute, Eastfield-rd., Peterborough. 7.30 


PP MBA (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon and general 
meeting at which the president, Mr. Gerald Hill, will 
be present. Café Royal, North End, Croydon, 1 p.m. 
THURSDAY, MAY 28 

RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, “Home and Sur- 
roundings.”’ ‘Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne. Con- 
tinuing until June 6. ; , 

RICS.—Annual general meeting. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5 p.m. 


brick available should be more widely 
known among architects, the Bureau has: 
co-operated with the brickmakers in ar- 
ranging a display at the Building Centre. 

Somewhat less fortunate than the brick- 
makers, who are generally working at full 
capacity, are the thatchers who have been 
faced with a shortage of both reed and 
straw suitable for their work. It has been 
suggested that the solution to their prob- 
lem lies in organising their supplies of 
material on a bigger scale. 


ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIPS 


APPLICATIONS are invited from students 
of architecture of either sex born in York- 
shire, or having at least one Yorkshire 
parent, for scholarships given by the will 
of the late Mr. William Hoffman Wood, 
to defray the costs of architectural training 
and study at home and abroad. Appli- 
cants must be under 21 and should forward 
particulars of age, place of birth of self 
and -parents, education and present occu- 
pation to W. H. Clarke and Co., Solicitors, 
12, South Parade, Leeds, 1, by July 31 


next. ; 


BUILDING TEACHERS’ MEETING 


THIS YEAR’S summer meeting of the 
Building Teachers’ Conference will be 
held at Hatfield, Hertfordshire on June 13. 
In the morning a tour will be made of 
Hatfield Technical College and after lunch 
a party will visit Hatfield House and Old 
Palace. 

Hatfield House was built by the first 
Earl of Salisbury between 1607 and 1611. 
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Drawn by E. $. Thring. 
MARCONI HOUSE, STRAND : 


From the RA Exhibition. 
Mural Decoration in the Restaurant, by E. ¥. Thring. John A. Strubbe, Architect. 





Entered from the north it presents a 
Jacobean facade unrivalled in Britain. 

The Old Palace was built in 1497 by 
Cardinal Morton, Principal Minister of 
Henry VII, and in its banqueting hall 
Elizabeth I held her first Privy Council 
meeting. 


ENGINEERS HONOURED 


THE Princess Royat, as Chancellor 
of Leeds University, on May 14, at a 
Congregation in Leeds Town Hall, con- 
ferred the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Science on Professor J. F. Baker and 
M. Eugene Freyssinet. 


CONWAY CASTLE 


Conway CounciL has agreed to lease 
the ancient castle and town walls to the 
Minister of Works for 99 years in order 
that the Ancient Monuments branch of 
the Ministry may put them into proper 
repair. ‘The Minister’s latest suggestions 
for amending earlier drafts of a lease 
have been accepted with only one or two 
small matters left for settlement. 


RBS PRESIDENCY 


Mr. W. C. H. Krnc was elected presi- 
dent of the Royal Society of British 
Sculptors at its annual meeting in London. 


BORO’ ENGINEER’S RETIREMENT 


Mr. A. J. McGrecor, borough engineer 
of Gateshead-on-Tyne since 1949, is to 
retire in June after 50 years’ service. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, May 21, 1853 


New Use or Lamp-posts.—The Town 
Council of Salford have agreed to accept 
an offer made by Mr. Lea, to pay an 
annual sum in consideration of his being 
allowed to suspend tradesmen’s addresses 
from the lamp-posts. 


Architectural Water Colours at the Royal Academy 


RCHITECTURE, both for its own 
intrinsic interest and as an incident 
in landscape, is well represented in water- 
colour drawings at this year’s Academy. 
Only two of the architect-RAs.—Mr. 
Curtis Green and Professor Richardson— 
show drawings of this kind. Mr. Curtis 
Green has two characteristic works— 
** Monte Pulciano ”’ (737), an impression- 
istic study of sunlit cliffs against a dappled 
sky, and ‘“‘ After Passing through the 
Corinth Canal ’”’ (819), a cliff-like building 
with shadow-punctuated walls, recorded 
in cool colour. Professor Richardson goes 
to Rome for two of his three subjects— 
“* Spanish Steps ”’ (783) and “ S. Giovanni, 
Laterano”’ (787), the latter a sombre 
impression in wash and colour, the effect 
heightened by distorted perspective ; his 
third subject, “‘ St. Michael-le-Belfrey, 
York”’ (828), is a deft drawing of a 
Renaissance reredos in a Gothic interior. 


Mr. Leonard Squirrell shows all his 
accustomed artistry in three admirable 
works—*“ The Snowdon Range, from Har- 
lech’’ (747), “The Keep, Kenilworth 
Castle” (904), and “ View of Salisbury ”’ 
(991). “‘ Nevers” (863), by Mr. W. H. 
Ansell, is a carefully articulated study of 
hillside buildings. The influence of his 
architectural training is apparent in Mr. 
Gordon Hemm’s accurate rendering of 
“ Industrial Dockside, Liverpool ” (909), 
““Custom House, King’s Lynn” (911), 
by Mr. John C. Moody, is a sympathetic 
record of a familiar and much-loved 
building. Medieval timber construction 
is the subject matter of two excellent 
drawings by Mr. Percy des C. Ballance— 
“Old Barn, Sutton Courtenay” (912) 
and “ Battle Crowmarsh Barn ”’ (914). 


A sense of desolation, accentuated by a 
black pall of sky, hangs over Mr. Joseph 


M. McCulloch’s ‘‘ Castle Howard, York- 
shire’ (753), but there is nothing but 
serenity in Mr. Louis'S. M. Prince’s 
clean drawing of ‘‘ Camden Crescent, 
Bath ”’ (743). Another excellent drawing 
of the topographical kind is Mr. John C. 
Moody’s “‘ Durham ” (842). ‘ Wicklewood 
Church, Norfolk’? (858), by Mr. J. 
Fletcher Watson, is a brilliant record of 
a rural scene. Lord Methuen shows a 
vigorous pen-and-wash drawing of “ The 
Colonnade of St. Paul’s”’ (962), which, 
however, is lacking in the expected 
curvature. 

Many other drawings would be men- 
tioned but for lack of space. Though 
outside the scope of these brief notes, 
Sir Gerald Kelly’s excellent portrait of 
Mr. Alfred Bossom, MP (625), should not 
be’ missed. GJH 


HOW PEOPLE CHANGE 


ONE OF THE most fascinating ‘things 
about the past is that people in some ways 
so like ourselves could look so different, 
and behave so differently. The deport- 
ment of the fop and of the city dame in 4 
Hogarth print were like nothing we can 
see now ; and yet their features and even 
their expressions are to be found still if 
we look for them among the crowds of 
Regent-street. The type survives : the 
style changes with the generations. 

In the Exhibition called “ English 
Life: How Our Ancestors Lived from 
1700 to 1850,” now open at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, this point is enlarged 
upon. Here some 180 drawings, prints 
and book illustrations, mostly coloured, 
have been arranged to show the costumes 
and occupations of all classes of society 
from the time of Queen Anne to the early 
years of Queen Victoria’s reign. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Dover Housing Scheme 


D‘ VER Corporation invites architects 
to submit designs in competition 
for the provision of dwelling accommo- 
dation comprising flats and, if it be 
thought appropriate, maisonettes, on a 
site in Marine Parade, Dover. 'The word 
“ architect ” shall be taken to mean any- 
one registered under the Architects (Regis- 
tration) Acts, 1931 and 1938. 


Mr. Arthur W. Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, 
DistTP, MTPI, has been appointed 
assessor to the competition. Awards will 
be: Design placed first, 1,000 gns. ; 
second, 500 gns.; third, 250 gns.; 
fourth, 150 gns.; fifth, 75 gns.; and 
sixth, 50 gns. Conditions from the Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Dover, on payment of 
2 gns. deposit, to whom designs must be 
sent not later than 5 p.m., September 10 
next; latest date for questions, June 15. 


A plan of the site is supplied with the 
conditions. Before 1940 the site was 
well built over, but all buildings were 
either damaged or destroyed by enemy 
action and any buildings still standing 
will be demolished and may be disregarded. 
The site is described as of “‘ striking 
importance, being an island site immedi- 
ately overlooking Dover Harbour and the 
new buildings will have extreme promin- 
ence viewed from many aspects.’’ Com- 
petitors are strongly advised to visit the 
site so that they may visualise the buildings 
in relation to the general surroundings and 
cliffs. It may be assumed that all existing 
roads within the site will be closed and all 
existing services removed. 


The total number of habitable rooms 
to be provided (excluding working 
kitchens) is about 1,000. An occupancy 
rate of 1.1 persons per habitable room 
would provide a net population density 
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HOUSING DEVELOPMENT, MARINE PARADE, DOVER: Seen above is 
the layout of the area surrounding the site (cross-hat 
in the competition. 
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of 140 per acre, the area 
of the site being 7.9 acres, 
including a proportion of 
the area of surrounding 
streets. The accommo- 
dation is intended to be let 
at economic rents to middle- 
income group tenants, 
and the design, construc- 
tion and finish must be 
appropriate to this pur- 
pose. The scheme should 
also attract the appropriate 
Exchequer subsidy. 


The number of dwellings 
to be provided is 303, so 
far as is practicable in the 
following proportions : 
Two-room dwellings, 44 ; 
three-room, 140;  four- 
room, 103; and five- 
room, 16. 


Designs must incorpor- 
ate garage accommodation, 
separate from the buildings, 
for 100 cars. 


Head Office for Port and 
Docks Board, Dublin 


THe Dusiin Port and 
Docks Board invites de- 
signs in competition for a 
new Head Office Building 
to be erected on a site 
adjacent to the Custom 
House known as the “‘ Old 
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(under reconstruction) 
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DUBLIN PORT AND DOCKS OFFICES: The 
competition site plan. The stippled portion indicates the 
area allocated to building. Photographs of adjacent 
buildings were given in our last issue. 


Dock Site.” ‘The competition is open lives outside Ireland (excluding Northern 
to all qualified architects who are holders Ireland) it will be a. condition of his 
of the Degree of Architecture of the appointment that he shall without delay 
National University of Ireland; Members establish an office in Ireland with an 
or Fellows of the Royal Institute of the adequate staff organisation. 


Architects of Ireland; and Members or 


The assessors for the competition: are 


Fellows of the RIBA (or its affiliated or Messrs. J. M. Fairweather, P-PRIAI; 


allied societies) who are practising in Vincent Kelly, P-PRIAI, FRIBA; and 
Ireland. 
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If the successful competitor Alfred E. Jones, FRIAI. 





The following 
premiums are offered: Design placed 
first, £700 ; second, £500; third, £200; 
fourth, £100. 

Under an agreement with the Board the 
selected architect shall undertake to com- 
ply with the current policy of the Irish 
Government in regard to goods and 
materials of foreign origin and to utilisation 
wherever practicable of goods and materials 
of home manufacture. 


Conditions are obtainable from the 
Secretary, Dublin Port and Docks Board, 
Westmoreland-street, Dublin, on pay- 
ment of 3 gns. deposit, to whom designs 
must be sent not later than noon on 
November 2 next ; latest date for ques- 
tions, June 2. 

A plan of the site to a scale of 40 ft. to 
1 in., and photographs of nearby buildings, 
accompany the conditions. It is, how- 
ever, desirable that competitors should 
personally examine the site. Owing to 
the proximity of the River Liffey it is 
undesirable to plan deep basements 
without taking special precautions. The 
site is practically level. The assessors 
will not reply to questions relating to the 
site, nor give any information which may 
be obtained by competitors from such 
visit. 


The headquarters are to be placed on 


ched) of the development proposed the southern portion of the site. There 


will be a new. service road at least 20 ft. 
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wide bounding the east portion of the 
site to enable access to be obtained by the 
Board’s employees and vehicles to the 
adjoining warehouses of the new head- 
quarters. It is anticipated that a large 
portion of the site will not be required 
for the purpose of the present scheme and 
will be made available subsequently for 
the erection of offices with shops or show- 
rooms on the ground floor. The Board 
is anxious to ensure that their new head- 
quarters building will be capable of 
integration with such development, the 
general lines of which should be indicated. 

The estimated cost of the whole of the 


. headquarters building, excluding site 


piling, must not exceed £206,000. The 
schedule of accommodation required in- 
cludes a board room of 1,200 sq. ft. 
super, and other rooms and offices for 
the administration department; offices 
for the accountancy and warehouse depart- 
ments; wet goods section; warehouse 
units; and caretaker’s quarters. A 
portion of the site is to be laid out as a car 
park. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums: £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 
BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 

HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF.  Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums : £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander, S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, International Hospitals Federation, 10, Old 
Jewry, EC2. January 23, 1953. 

EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. Pro- 
moted by Sheffield University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pro-Chancellor, Sheffield University. Con- 
ditions from Secretary to the competition, The University 
Sheffield (Deposit £2), Last day for questions : March 14. 
Closing date : October 31. February 13, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competition 
appeared. 


CITY ARCHITECT’S RETIREMENT 


AFTER FORTY YEARS’ local government 
service, the Gloucester City Architect 
and Estates Manager, Mr. Albert Morgan, 
has expressed a wish to retire on super- 
annuation on August 11. 
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CONTEMPORARY ARTS 


The Christian Theme 


T Park Lane House, 45, Park-lane, 
palatial residence of the late Sir 
Philip Sassoon, the International Faculty 
of Arts has assembled a remarkable exhibi- 
tion, collected from 14 different countries, 
entitled the Christian Theme in Con- 
temporary Arts. 

The organisers are to be congratulated 
upon this interesting exhibition, described 
as a Festival of Arts to mark the Coronation 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, 
including, as it does, concerts, film shows 
and a series of lectures all relevant to the 
theme. Of special interest is a lecture on 
Architecture to be given by Mr. Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA, on May 29. 

Both the galleries and the catalogue 
are apt to bewilder the arriving visitor. 
The catalogue is so interspersed with 
excellent reading matter, such as intro- 
ductions to the various sections, that 
those who may be able to study it before- 
hand will be at a considerable advantage. 
It is opportune to quote from the fore- 
words by James Laver and Michael Yates, 
since they indicate for us that which 
guided the selectors in choosing the 
exhibits. ‘‘ When met with a challenge 
such as that which the present Exhibition 
was intended to offer,’’ writes Laver, 
“the modern artist, fearful of falling into 
the pretty-pretty convention of the ‘ holy 
picture,’ too often tends to force the note 
of difference until it becomes mere 
eccentricity. Many of the works sub- 
mitted had to be rejected on this account. 
What was looked for was a certain honesty 
of purpose and genuineness of feeling, 
even if the means employed were some- 
times inadequate to express either with 
any completeness.’’ And from Yates 
we read : “‘ It is enough to mention that a 
pantheistic picture would not be welcomed 
in the exhibition. Some works submitted 
could have been given a profane title as 
easily as the sacred one they bore—and 
were therefore rejected.”’ 

As it happens, item No. 1, The Nativity, 
by Carel Weight, is one among many 
which may easily provoke those with a 








Drawn by ¥. D. M. Harvey. 


From the RA Exhibition. 


BICESTER ORDNANCE DEPOT: Rank and file mess. Wornum and Playne, 
FF.RIBA, architects. 
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strong religious bias. Here, th- Infant 
lying outside in a cradle in a cottage 
garden ona ing winter’s day, has 
less significance than the landscape. How. 
ever, the paintings by Roy de Maistre 
appear well adapted to those who require 
the traditional motif in the modern idiom, 

Where there is any project afoot for the 
adornment of a church or any other 
building (alas, all too rare in these days of 
austere functionalism), then this exhibition 
provides a unique opportunity for patrons 
dignitaries, architects and builders to 
choose according to their tastes of the 
variety of styles and materials in painting, 
sculpture, stained glass, mosaic or tapestry 
which is the main feature of the display. 

To those who may require a significant 
and decorative wood-carving, the tenderly 
fashioned Annunciation, by Alan Durst, 
ARA, must make its irresistible appeal. 
To those with a predilection for wall 
painting which tells a story in terms of 
decorative design, the works of Marek 
Zulawski, E. M. Dinkel, Phoebe Liewellyn 
Smith and Benedicta de Bezer must be 
attractive. But for those who wish to 
confirm the judgment of the experts 
upon the merits of the redoubtable 
Graham Sutherland, the small Crucifixion 
here may fail to impress. On the other 
hand, those who are acquainted with the 
jagged forms of Sutherland’s painting 
may readily mistake Rico le Brun’s 
Rooster on Arm of Cross (a contribution 
from the USA), since it happens to be the 
preceding item in the catalogue. 

Perhaps the surprise of the collection 
for many will be the old-masterly realism 
of surrealist Dali’s painting L’Oellet 
Mystique. Other works among the paint- 
ings which the writer particularly admired 
were by Henrik Sorensen, Michael Ayrton, 
Wyn Casbolt and Dom Robert, while 
in the sculpture section the Adoration, 
in plastic wood, by Namba Roy, a native 
of Jamaica, is distinguished for the gentle, 
naturalistic expression of mother-love. 

The display of stained glass is note- 
worthy especially regarding the use of new 
materials. For instance, Jane Ross in her 
charming design, Noah’s Ark, appears 
to sandwich wire animal shapes between 
glass ; Bossanyi paints with transparent 
colours on perspex reminding of old-time 
lantern slides ; while John Barker makes 
transparent glass mosaics. All of this 
promises exciting possibilities for the 
future. Though the outcry is for light, 
yet more light, it is gratifying to see that 
more may be allowed to filter through 
brilliant designs of a number of young 
artists at present working at the Royal 
College of Art, Hornsey School of Art 
and Crafts, and elsewhere where designing 
in colours and shapes has taken on 2 new 
meaning such as is recognisabic i 
Contemplation and the Destruction of 
Little Gidding, by Keith New. 

In general the Christian Theme seems 
to emerge with rather more cause for 
shuddering than rejoicing. Even Stenley 
Spencer’s dun-coloured Rejoicing «‘ the 
Resurrection can hardly be said to evoke 
joyful response. Representing the © sspel 
of Healing and Saving, it is to be !»ped 
that future exhibitions of this kind will 
show less of the horrific and agon'»i"8; 
and more of the joyous aspect 0! the 
message. Russert Re:'! 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


NEW MODEL BY-LAW 48. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


CIR.—While holding no pretensions to 
being an authority on building by- 
laws, 1 think the point raised by Mr. 
Leonard C. Howitt in your last issue 
indicates a prevalent misconception on 
the behaviour of fire in buildings—a 
misconception from which even some 
Government departments are not free. 


The provision of a breast wall (or a 
solid-floored balcony) beneath each win- 
dow in order to prevent fire passing from 
one-storey to the other storey above is 
necessary only where those storeys are 
planned and constructed as fire-tight 
compartments. If they are so constructed, 
that is to say with fire resisting floors and 
properly enclosed staircases, lift shafts 
and ducts, so that fire cannot pass 
upwards inside the building, it is necessary 
also to ensure that fire cannot pass round 
the edges of the floor slabs; this could 
readily happen where glazing extends 
down to the floor slab above and up to 
its soffit below; the breast wall required 
under By-law 48 is clearly intended for 
this purpose. The LCC rightly require 
this protection in the large urban buildings 
under their control where each storey 
forms a compartment. 


But to require breast walls to be pro- 
vided under windows in a building where 
fire can pass up an open stairwell or lift 
shaft, or through a timber floor, is 
clearly quite unnecessary. In such a 
building the fire will take the easier 
internal path in any case. 


I leave to others to argue the applica- 
tion of by-laws and their effect on archi- 
tectural design, merely wishing to point 
out the underlying technical effects. 


Eric L. Birp [ARIBA] 
High Wycombe. 


BATTERED VERTICALS IN 
MASONRY 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of May 15, over the 
initials GJH, appears the following : 
“Sir Edwin Lutyens once expressed 

surprise that mnio-one had ‘ spotted’ 

the secret of the Cenotaph — its 

CNAAGS o-6 ks 


This statement, I feel sure, is incorrect, 
as I remember quite well that when the 
Cenotaph design was published in the 
popular Press, an article appeared, draw- 
ing particular attention to the curved 
sides of the masonry, from which it was 
quite apparent that the reporter respons- 
ible had been most impressed by these 
refinements. He went on to state that 
this entasis was an inspiration of Sir 
Edwin Lutyens and that such a thing had 
never been dene before, whereupon I 
wrote to the Editor of that particular 
paper, pointing out the utter nonsense 

this and drawing attention to the fact 
that the buildings of the Greeks showed 
this and other refinements some 400 years 
Defore the time of Christ. 

SipngEy LoweTH 
Westways, Bearsted, Kent. 
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COSTING OF BUILDING 
COMPONENTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest your report 
of a Paper presented by Mr. Richard 
Sheppard, FRIBA, to a recent meeting of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors. Mr. Sheppard has done a 
great deal of straight thinking on this 


subject, and he challenges us to think: 


equally fundamentally. In one or two 
respects, however, he has perhaps been 
unfair. 


He makes the point that there has been 
a decline of traditional building tech- 
niques and that this tendency—which is 
past reversal—has brought into building 
other techniques derived from engineering; 
and that there is a movement away from 
construction on site to off-site construc- 
tion in factories. Does it follow, there- 
fore, that the quality of workmanship 
must decline, though admittedly it may 
change in kind? As Mr. Sheppard says, 
“the majority of younger architects 
to-day no longer expect or call for the 
quality their fathers required.’’ Is it 
surprising that they get what they ask 
for? ‘The remedy is in their own hands. 

Mr. Sheppard is at a loss to arrive at 
the real cost of factory production of 
building components since “so many 
factors, such as overheads and manu- 
facturing and marketing charges, enter 
into the cost. . It is very difficult 
to arrive at true costs where factory 
procedure is involved... very few 
manufacturing firms, I am _ convinced, 
know the unit price of each component, 
the exact number of each in relation to 
total output, and can only tell the resulting 
profit and loss by their balance sheets 
at the end of the year.”” Yet he suggests 
that quantity surveyors should make 
themselves specialists in countless different 
processes and achieve a task which he 
thinks the manufacturer cannot achieve 
even for one of those processes. 

I suggest that manufacturers are not 
quite as helpless as Mr. Sheppard makes 
out. Costing in the manufacturing indus- 
tries may not be the same as in site 
construction: but it is not necessarily 
less efficient or fully developed. A 
manufacturer who neglected it would 
have a poor chance against his competitors. 
A glance at the technical and trade papers 
will show that there are plenty of them. 

In fact, quality will be dictated by the 
consumer’s requirements both as to 
finish and price, and only the specialist 
or manufacturer who gauges those require- 
ments at least as well as his competitors 
will survive. I am not in a position to 
speak for the plastering trade, which 
Mr. Sheppard quotes ; its representative 
association is affiliated to the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers; 
but in precast concrete, painting and 
glazing and other trades covered by my 
Federation there is keen competition and 
no division of the demand among a few 
large firms with (I quote Mr. Sheppard) 
“ uniformity in execution (or worse).” 

Mr. Sheppard says he knows no way to 
arrive at real cost, and he supposes that 
quantity surveyors are in similar case. 
Is it not unsafe to assume that consultants 
who assist Mr. Sheppard are equally at 








“. . . and my umbrella, 
Jenkins. I am staying in 
this afternoon !”’ 
i *, £500,000 is to be made available 

bythe Government for the purchase 
of historic hiding. su 
j 


sea or that specialist firms make 100 per 
cent. profit “for all we know”? Does 
Mr. Sheppard insist on “costing” a 
motor-car before he purchases it? and, if 
he cannot, does he assifme the manu- 
facturer’s profit to be 100 per cent. ? 
Why should he require to “cost” the 
building industry ? In the trades which I 
know there are sufficient competitors to 
keep prices down and consultants can 
generally check our charges. If not, 
Mr. Sheppard can and should always 
invite competitive tenders from a number 
of specialist firms competent to undertake 
the work which he wishes to place; he 
will find no lack of tenders. 

Perhaps Mr. Sheppard has followed 
the old map-makers in that, in a part of 
the present-day building field unexplored 
by him, he has placed dragons. If you 
had challenged the map-makers, their 
defence would have been: “But there 
may be dragons there for all we know.” 

Finally, I agree with Mr. Sheppard that 
the clauses of the RIBA Form of Main 
Contract are totally ineffective largely 
because sub-contracting and specialist 
ego were not consulted on 
them. 





FRANK Woopcock, President, 

Federation of Associations of 

Specialists and Sub-contractors. 
Artillery House, SW1. 


QUANTITIES FOR’ SINGLE 
HOUSES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The statement in your leading 
article of May 15, that “ the organ- 
ised builders no longer insist on quantities 
for houses up to the 1,500 sq. ft. limit,” 
may convey the impression that quantities 
are no longer required for houses of that 
size. As such an impression would not 
be correct so far as the greater part of the 
country is concerned, it is perhaps desir- 
able to state that the National Quantities 
Rule has not been amended, but that the 
Council of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers has authorised 
any of its Regional Federations which may 
wish to do so to permit tendering without 
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the provision of bills of quantities for the 
construction of a single dwelling-house 
having a maximum floor area (living space) 
of not more than 1,500 ft. super. This 
relaxation does not apply nationally and 
information regarding the position in any 
particular area may be obtained from the 
Secretary of the appropriate Regional 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 


C. Gorpon ROWLANDs, 
Secretary, National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. 


82, New Cavendish Street, W1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be allowed to say to Mr. 
S. W. Hookway, FRICS, in this 
connection that builders were estimating 
for and carrying out contracts large and 
small under the supervision of architects 
long before professional quantity sur- 
veyors were heard of. 


Builders, small or large, are not in the 
least afraid of bills of quantities ; in fact, 
they generally pride themselves on being 
able to keep a job in proper perspective 
in spite of a long-winded bill. 

The type of bill that Mr. Hookway 
suggests is precisely the type that con- 


tractors have used for generations and 
they have always been aware that “ 40 key 
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items thoughtfully priced means that the 
job is pretty soundly assessed.” 

What applies to a small job should 
apply with even greater force to a large 
one, which would seem to indicate that a 
drastic revision of our methods of quantity 
surveying is indicated for all types of 


contracts. JoHN ALLAN. 
Glasgow. 
RECLAIMING SUB-STANDARD 


HOUSES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It was kind indeed to give men- 
tion of our Croydon Experiment in 
your leading article of May 1, but we 
should like to point out that in the third 
paragraph there is a mis-statement which 
may mislead some of your readers. 


We are not taking advantage of the 
Housing Act, 1949, for the reasons which 
we elaborate in Booklet No. II, but we 
shall in our third booklet give the appro- 
priate figures for what would have been 
the position if we had taken advantage of 
an Exchequer Grant. We hope that this 
makes the position clear. 

We raised the point with you as it is 
almost the backbone of our experiment 
that this grant is not being taken. 

T. E. ALLBEuRY, 
for Federated Foundries, Ltd. 
4, Stratford-place, W1. 





Exhibitions in London 
OFF THE CORONATION ROUTE 


A> C-Day approaches, it becomes 

evident that few occasions have so 
completely captured the imagination and 
interest of so many people as has the 
Coronation. During the waiting period 
this naturally focuses on the street stands 
and decorations, but there are other things 
to be seen which cannot be taken in 
so easily on the daily round. 


With the street scene, one must sympa- 
thise with the authorities who must add 
to their practical difficulties that of 
working in full view of a critical audience, 
since the curtain cannot be lowered while 
the stage is being set. There might 
indeed have been some danger of anti- 
climax, and of the interest waning by 
reason of its very intensity, and in these 
circumstances it is fortunate that “ side- 
shows’”’ have been arranged which relate 
to the main event. Four of these are 
noted here, as suggesting that it is well 
worth while keeping an eye on such shows 
as part of the “ context.” 

** Royal Occasions” 

The Tea Centre in Lower Regent-street 
has become the venue for some of the best- 
mounted exhibitions in Town. The current 
one, an essential and fascinating piece of 
context, has had the help of Miss Barbara 
Jones, who organised the ‘“‘ Black Eyes and 
Lemonade” exhibition in Festival Year. 
Miss Jones has established herself as an 
authority on “‘ the unsophisticated arts,”’ to 
quote the title of one of her own books— 
rather deceptive since it is a field demanding 
a high degree of sophistication, and ‘‘ keeping 
up with the Jones ”’ (the pun, with all respect, 
is unavoidable) has become a race. Recent 
fashions are a very important branch of art- 


history now that they have such a bearing on 
the current design idiom, and it is fortunate 
that Miss Jones, in making them her study, 
combines a most scholarly competence in 
research with fastidious taste as an artist 
and is, as a person, both witty and discerning 
for much of such elegant trivia is to be taken 
with a grain of salt. 

The show, which closes on June 13, is 
mainly historical and ranges from souvenir 
paper napkins in the window to a model of a 
royal railway engine, and from ceramics to 
confectionery. Perhaps the china and glass 
will be judged the most “‘ solid ” of a collec- 
tion aimed at diverting as well as instructing, 
but there is much else that will interest the 
serious student—of typography, for instance— 
as well as those in search of the “ pretties ” 
that have elegantly and properly marked 
previous royal occasions. 

The opening coincided with right royal 
weather, in which London was looking quite 
her best, on one of those evenings when the 
old harridan regains her youth and charm, 
and seems to say, “‘ here is a portrait of me 
when young.” It seems appropriate on 
leaving the exhibition to walk across St. 
James’s Park and admire Carlton House 
‘Terrace and the Horse Guards. The Con- 
tinent has little to show that can better this, 
given the right weather and incidence of light. 
We shall be wise to continue the good work of 
rediscovery, so well begun during the Festival, 
for ourselves as well as our visitors. 


Open-air Art 


In the Victoria Embankment Gardens, 
until the end of this week, the LCC has 
again afforded facilities for artists to show 
their work. This is important for several 
reasons—not least, to help those who cannot 
afford the soaring cost of exhibiting in more 
conventional—though possibly more profit- 
able—places. Even if it does no more than 
introduce a Left-bank Parisian atmosphere 
for the benefit of tourists and typists, no harm 
is done unless it encourages Big Business to 
judge from the “featured” Bohemianism 
and modest prices that artists are fair game 
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for heartless gibes and cut prices! But the 
real point is that the venture shows the warm 
heart ‘that lurks unsuspected under the for- 
bidding facade sometimes displayed by such 
bodies as the LCC, and that we recognise 
‘* officially ’’ those who have not vet received 
public recognition but have an essenti,| place 
in society. 

This outweighs considerations of the quality 
of the exhibits, which is frankly not on the 
whole high. Some is not far removed from 
“* pavement art,”’ but none the worse for that 
if we really respect unsophistication. [t jg 
the spirit that counts here, and it is gay 
gutful and friendly. One would like to be 
able to buy all the exhibits and throw a party 
for the exhibitors with the proceeds, though 
they might prefer to have the gas bill and the 
shoe repairs paid for, since art by no means 
rules out sense of family responsibility, con- 
trary to the impression of the more “ pro- 
vident ’’—and dull—members of society. 


Open-air Furniture 


Near by, but over by the time this appears, 
was the exhibition of designs for outdoor seats 
submitted by manufacturers in a competition 
sponsored by the Council of Industrial Design 
and the Corporation of Birmingham, aptly 
described as of “‘ seats to suit all types, from 
tramps to teenagers.” Some were very 
teeny—others fit for the heftiest of hoboes. — 

An incidental point of interest was the fact 
that the sponsors put all the entries on show, 
so that visitors could compare their own assess- 
ments with those of the judges, and also 
gave the competitors an opportunity of hear- 
ing from the judges the reasons for their 
decisions. Thus (if it is still necessary) it 
was made evident that there is ‘‘ no funny 
business’ behind the scenes, zsthetic or 
otherwise, in judging design by those who 
know about it. ‘The competition was part of 
the CoID’s drive on good design for street 
and park “furniture” and amenities, and 
should be of the greatest interest and help to 
local authorities who contemplate commemora- 
ting the Coronation with seats in public 
places. . 


Photographs of the Abbey 


Last, but not least, in topical interest is the 
exhibition of photographs of Westminster 
Abbey by Herbert Felton, FRPS, at the 
Ilford Gallery, 106, High Holborn, until 
June 16. Mr. Felton’s reputation as an archi- 
tectural photographer is well established, and 
these documentary but most sensitive photo- 
graphs need do no more than remind us of it, 
and of the scene of the ceremony. 

The work records and dramatises that 
“core” without overplaying or sentimen- 
talising its emotional significance. Felton’s 
art—a word properly to be applied here— 
is sharp, factual and refreshingly un-arty in 
a medium where the photographer still tends 
to poach on the painter’s preserves and vice 
versa. He is as successful with sculpture and 
in detail as with architecture ‘“ proper’? in 
the mass—for instance, the delicate fan- 
vaulting of the Henry VII Chapel and the 
subtle tonality of the Villiers ‘Tomb-—and 
his exteriors are as good as his interiors, 
which cannot be said of all architectural 
specialists. 

Since these notes are the result of one 
(fine) evening and one (very wet) mic-cay 
tour on foot, there can be little excuse for 
even the busiest of us to miss the many 
exciting things going on off the Royal Route. 
These help to remind us of London’s unend- 
ing possibilities not only as a show-place to 
visit, but if one must live in a city, probably 
the most exciting city in the world to live 1. 
The Coronation and the Festival of Britain 
have incidentally but unmistakably proved 
this, but it is up to us to enjoy the fact to the 
full—and see that others do. 

Bast. Marriot! 
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Detail of main entrance. 
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East elevation. 
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T= building provides office, training, stores and 

recreational facilities for two infantry platoons of 
the 6th Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment, and one 
platoon of the Army Cadet Force. Areas of all rooms 
were rigidly specified by the War Office, as also was 
stringent economy. Corridors on the ground floor 
were eliminated by using the drill hall as circulation 
space. The Army Cadet Force have their own 
entrance at one side to their self-contained quarters 
on the first floor. The officers’ mess is self-contained 
at the opposite end of the first floor. 


Due to the unalterable given sizes of individual 
rooms, fenestration presented an unusually difficult 
problem, and between the officers’ mess and servery 
the serving hatch was specially designed to overcome 
a major difficulty. The architects wished at all costs 
to avoid the dreary institutional character too often 
found in such buildings and attempted in the design 
to satisfy certain basic requirements. For instance, 
the building had to be: (a) econcmical in first cost 
and maintenance; (6) efficient for its purpose ; 
(c) pleasant in appearance inside and out. 

Requirements (a) and (6) were covered entirely by 
planning and choice of materials, the main factor in 
achieving (c) being detailing, colour and texture. 

Externally, the facing bricks vary from dark sand 
colour to reddish brown. All window frames are dead 
white with concrete heads and cills and _ reveals 
of blue-grey glazed tiles bedded into window frame 
and cavity to provide the vertical damp-proof course. 
Timber frames to windows to front and side entrances, 
and “ knucklebone ”’ panelling, is in yang (an African 
timber similar in appearance to dark mahogany), as 
is all hardwood joinery. Pushplates and the bottom 
panels of window screens and sliding doors to the 
drill hall are Holoplast. 

Internally, facing bricks to the drill hall and both 
entrance halls and staircases are buff Uxbridge flints. 
The colour scheme is based on pastel green, blue-grey, 
turquoise and terra-cotta. All door frames and 
architraves and windows are white, and exposed pipes 
are painted bright red, blue, yellow or green according 
to their function. 
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View from drill hall through to entrance hall. 


Construction.—Load bearing brickwork; precast 
concrete floors and roof; hollow breeze block parti- 
tions. Roof over drill hall is asbestos lined with 
fibreboard on steel trusses. Standard metal windows; 
standard flush doors throughout, except in entrances, 
where hardwood (yang) is used. Walls are either 
face brickwork or plaster painted with gloss paint. 


Drill hall looking 
east. 
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Plastered ceilings are coated with 
flat paint. All joinery was made by 
the general contractor. ‘The large 
window screens to the drill hall, 
and the sliding doors, are in light 
yang sections on metal core frames. 


Central heating is provided from 
a solid-fuel boiler, except in the 
drill hall where overhead gas radiant 
heaters are used. Domestic hot 
water is supplied from a gas boiler 
to eliminate excessive pipe runs. 

Flooring in the drill hall and 
officers’ mess is muhuhu wood 
blocks ; entrances are paved with 
terrazzo slabs ; stores and lavatories 
are granolithic and all other floors 
thermoplastic tiles. 

The erection time including a 
miniature rifle range and consider- 
able site work was approximately 
12 months. The cost of the main 
buildings including all services and 
fittings was approximately {£2 per 
square foot of floor area. Following 
is a list of the sub-contractors and 
suppliers : 


Heating, H. J. Cash and Co., Ltd. ; 
electrical work, South-Eastern Elec- 
tricity Board; asphalt, roof and tanking, 
Asphaltic (London), Ltd. ; roller 
shutters and balustrades, S. W. Farmer 
and Son, Ltd. ; steel roof trusses and 
asbestos roofing, Smith Walker, Ltd. ; 
thermoplastic tiles, Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., 
Ltd. : facing bricks (Farnham Stocks), 
Sussex and Dorking United Brick Co.; 
internal facing bricks, Uxbridge Flint 
Brick Co., Ltd.; precast concrete 
beams, Concrete, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 
standard metal windows and _ lantern 
light, Broad and Co., Ltd. ; fibreboard 
ceiling, Sundeala Board Co., Ltd. ; gas 
installation, South-Eastern Gas Board. 

Wood block flooring, Horsley Smith 
and Co. (Hayes), Ltd. ; coal plate and 
hopper, Brooks, Phillips and Co., 
Ltd.; reinforced concrete and _ stair- 
cases, Stuarts Granolithic Co., Ltd. ; 
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Bar in officers’ mess. 


gutters and miniature range, Finlock 
Gutters, Ltd.; external glazed tiles, 
Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd. ; 
paving slabs, Cooper, Wettern and Co., 
Ltd.; foundation stone, Bath and 
Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; plastic 
nameplates, Reliance (Nameplates), 
Ltd.; Coburn sliding door § gear, 


O’Brien, Thomas (London), Ltd. ; 
counter tops, Warerite, Ltd. ; push- 
plates and panels, Holoplast, Ltd. 
light fittings, Troughton and Young, 
Ltd., and Falk, Stadelmann and Co., 
Ltd.; plumbing, H. Faulkner and 
Sons, Ltd.; plastering, Jarvis and 


Wells, Ltd. 


TA CENTRE, 
COBHAM, SURREY 


Entrance hall. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION, 1953 











) a ps the RA Exhibition. 
WEST HILL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FOR WANDSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL : MODEL. 
SIR LANCELOT KEAY, FRIBA, BASIL G. DUCKETT AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 





THE QUiNTIN SCHOGL AND COUMTY COMPLEMENT 


wae Oty 


Drawn by Lawrence Wright. From the RA Exhibition. 


QUINTIN SCHOOL AND COUNTY COMPLEMENT, FOR THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
EDWARD D. MILLS, FRIBA, ARCHITECT. 
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Drawn by Arthur Betis. 7 Bice the RA Exhiviticn. 
DOWNING COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE: NEW CENTRE BUILDING. ALEX T. SCOTT, FRIBA (SIR 
HERBERT BAKER AND SCOTT), ARCHITECT 








3 


Drawn by Cyril Farey and Adams. From the RA Exhibition. 


BROOKHILL HOSPITAL, LISBURN. S. W. MILBURN AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS. 
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irom the RA Exiivition. 


BRITISH WAR CEMETERY, BERGEN-OP-ZOOM. P. D. HEPWORTH, FRIBA, ARCHITECT. 
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‘yaa the KA Exniottion. 
} HOUSES AND STUDIOS IN OLD PALACE YARD, RICHMOND. C. BERNARD BROWN, LRIBA, 
ARCHITECT 


Drawn by #. D. M. Harvey 











Drawn by Lawrence Wright. From the RA Exhibition. 


NEW BUILDINGS AT RATCLIFFE FOR THE ROYAL FOUNDATION OF ST. KATHERINE 


RODERICK E. ENTHOVEN, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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THE 
“ KENILWORTH 
CASTLE,” 
NOTTING HILL 


Architect : 
F. W. HANDOVER, 
FRICS, LRIBA 


Builders : 
HAMPTON & SONS, LTD. 





The servery in the saloon bar. The mural is by Mrs. M. Hoffer. 
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BAR 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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HE new “ Kenilworth Castle ’ 
new post-war house built by the brewers, Barclay 


Perkins, Ltd. Set in the midst of new blocks of 


council flats, its exterior has been specifically designed 
by Mr. Handover, the brewers’ chief architect, to 
harmonise with the buildings around it. Inside, 
the main object has been to provide a modern, easy- 
to-run house, retaining the traditional atmosphere 
of the “‘ friendly local ’’ while at the same time making 
full use of up-to-date furnishings and fittings. 

The public house had to be re-sited owing to the 
large housing scheme which the Royal Borough of 
Kensington have in hand in this area. 

The new site was found to be composed of made-up 
ground on which a load-bearing of only } ton per sq. ft. 
was allowed. It was decided, therefore, to drive in 
rc piles to an approximate depth of 30 ft.; these 
support deep re beams which in turn support a rc 
slab at ground-floor level. 

The cellar is constructed with 9-in. re walls and 
a rc floor slab suitably strengthened with deep 
beams, which in turn carry the cellar floor. The 
upper floor and roof are constructed with hollow-tile 
rc slabs supported on steel joists. 

The elevational treatment consists of a deep dado 
(7 ft. high) of Serpeggiante marble, above which are 
Henfield semi-rustic wirecut facing bricks to match 
the adjoining housing scheme. ‘The main feature of 
the front elevation is a semi-circular enclosure to the 
staircase consisting of 6-in. glass bricks with Portland- 
stone dressings. 

The outstanding feature of the interior decoration 
is the use of over 2,000 sq. ft. of Formica laminated 
plastic panelling on vertical and horizontal surfaces 
in the saloon and public bars and the off-license 
adjoining. A departure from normal fabrication 
technique was employed in setting up the wall panel- 
ling, the Formica being veneered direct on to the wall 
surfaces. 

Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Foundations and basement, Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. ; 
piling, Cementation Co., Ltd. ; asphalter, General Asphalte 
Co., Ltd. ; marble work, Anselm Odling and Sons, Ltd. ; 
electrician, J. Biggs, Ltd. ; glazier, W. and E. Crawford ; 
counter work and Formica panelling, G. Shimeild and 
Sons ; heating, Hurseal, Ltd. ; rubber flooring and furnish- 
ing, S. C. Crosse, Ltd. ; lifts, Aldous and Campbell, Ltd. 
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Notes from ‘Council Minutes 


HE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA council meeting 
held on May 5:— 


APPOINTMENTS 


Vinistry of Works: Building and Civil En- 
gineering Regional Joint Production Com- 
mittee, Region No. 9—Midland: RIBA re- 
presentative: A. M. McKewan (A) in place 
of J. B. Surman (F). 

Ministry of Works Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council. RIBA repre- 
sentative: Romilly B. Craze (F) re-appointed. 

Eighth International Hospital Congress, 
London, May 25-30, 1953. RIBA representa- 
tive: John Murray Easton (F). 

Drafting Committee for Code of Practice for 
Farm Buildings. RIBA representatives: C. J. 
Epril (F) and Richard Betham (A). 

British Standards Institution Committee 
B/76: Thermoplastic Flooring Tiles. RIBA 
representative: H. E. D. Adamson (A). 

Honorary Corresponding Membership.— 
Professor Ernst Neufert has accepted the 
council’s nomination for election as an 
honorary corresponding member for Ger- 
many. 

Gift of Presidential Badge to the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada.—In com- 
memoration of the official visit by the Presi- 
dent and secretary to the Royal Architec- 
tural Institute of Canada in 1952, the council 
have presented to the RAIC the outer part 
of a new presidential badge in gold. The 
inner part is the Fellowship Medallion of 
the RAIC. The formal presentation was 
made by Mr. John Roxburgh Smith (F), 
immediate past-president of the RAIC, at 
the annual dinner held in Toronto on April 
25. Mr. R. Schofield Morris (F) was in- 
vested with the badge by His Excellency The 
Governor-General of Canada, The Right 
Hon. Vincent Massey. 

The secretary reported that warm expres- 
sions of appreciation had been received for 
the gift. 

Proposed Mackintosh Exhibition—The 
council approved in principle a recommenda- 
tion of the public relations committee that a 
small exhibition of drawings, paintings and 
photographs by Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
should be shown at the RIBA at an appro- 
priate time during the autumn of 1953, after 
an exhibition of his work at the Edinburgh 
Festival, and left it to the public relations 
committee to go into the question of whether 
adequate material could be made available. 

Conference on Welded Structures, 1953.— 
The council accepted an invitation for the 
RIBA to be associated with the Ministry of 
Works and the Institutions of Civil Engi- 
neers and Structural Engineers in convening 
a conference on welded structures. Of the 
12 papers to be given, six will deal with steel 
framing in buildings, and it was agreed to 
offer the Royal Institute’s co-operation in 
tegard to the selection of lecturers. 

British Standards for Natural Stone and 
Cast Concrete External Steps.—On the re- 
commendations of the science committee it 
was agreed to recommend that the British 
Standards Institution should be asked to 
undertake the preparation of British Stand- 
ards for natural stone and cast concrete 
€xternal steps. 

_ Council for Codes of Practice for Build- 
ines—The council considered proposals 
which had been put forward for the re- 
Organisation of the Council for Codes of 
Practice for Buildings. Financial and ad- 
ministrative responsibility would be trans- 
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ferred from the Ministry of Works to the 
British Standards Institution, and a frame- 
work of codes of practice committees under 
the direction of a professional codes of prac- 
tice council -would be set up, parallel to the 
existing structure of BSI committees. 

_ Some apprehension was expressed at the 
risk of the loss of autonomy by the Council 
for Codes of Practice, and it was agreed that 
the Royal Institute would not object to the 
proposed re-organisation if adequate safe- 
guards for the maintenance of the control 
by professional representatives were included. 

Mr. Charles Woodward (A) was appointed 
ag the RIBA representative on the negotiat- 
ing committee to be set up to settle the 
details of the new organisation. 


CPRE ANNUAL MEETING 
Planning Authorities Criticised 


(THE growing tendency on the part of 

various planning authorities to allow 
isolated houses to be dotted about the 
countryside, was criticised by Sm PATRICK 
ABERCROMBIE at the annual meeting of the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural Eng- 
land held in London on May 14. _ Sir 
Patrick presided over the meeting in the 
absence of the Duke of Norfolk, the presi- 
dent. 

He said that by the erection of these houses 
an undesirable sprawl was beginning over 
again in the rural areas. He was also dis- 
appointed to see that ribbon development 
was still continuing in many places. 

Now that more private enterprise building 
was going on he hoped that the good standard 
of design which had been achieved in the 
post-war period would be maintained, to- 
gether with care in the use of materials and 
colour schemes. 

The guest speaker at the meeting was Lapy 
BRUNNER, chairman of the National Federa- 
tion of Women’s Institutes, who said that 
among the activities of the women’s insti- 
tutes were the encouragement of good archi- 
tecture and the preservation of the beauty of 
the countryside generally. These and simi- 
lar aims were matters which concerned her 
members as well as the CPRE. Lady Brunner 
also made a strong plea for the maintenance 
of English village life which, she said, had 
many advantages over the townsman’s way 
of life. 

The CPRE has had a busy year, the 
matters dealt with in the annual report being 
many and varied. The introduction to the 
report states :— 

Members of the CPRE, who are among 
those who prize the comeliness of our 
country in the present, and who cherish the 
evidences of its history in the past, cannot 
be otherwise than apprehensive—indeed, 
seriously alarmed—when they view the 
blighted acres, the tainted waterways, the 
smirched horizons and the decay and demo- 
lition of our historic buildings which are 
part of the price we have to pay for indus- 
trial England and the export drive and for 
National defence and the high taxation it 
entails. ... : 

The CPRE and the bodies with which it 
works need to be strengthened in member- 
ship and in enterprise. This is particularly 
so in the case of the county branches and 
committees. Our experience is that local 
interest and activity, if properly organised, 
are most likely to be acceptable and effective 
in local concerns, especially in the first stage 
of preservative and safeguarding operations. 
Members are on the spot, and therefore more 
likely than anyone else to have early informa- 
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tion of threatened danger, while they have 
also the local knowledge and the local in- 
fluence which are important factors in suc- 
cessfully meeting it. 


ARCHITECTS AT CRICKET 


dismissing a strong batting side for 189, 
collapsed against some moderate bowling. 
Two unnecessary run-outs, one early in the 
innings, contributed to the result. The game 
was played in beautiful cricket wea 

a wicket which does credit to 
groundsman, Mr. Goodwin, and the day 
greatly enjoyed by all who took part. J. 
Kennedy Hawkes hit hard for 93 for the 
RIBA. Scores: 


J. Kennedy Hawkes c Westwood b Dowson 93 
D. Le M. Brock b Dowson. . 0 
B. S. Smyth b Dowson aa 14 
LG b Mudie .. he 5 
D. S. Ta c Westwood b Boyd 6 
C. A. R. Norton b Mudie 3 
R. R. Fairbairn b Mudie i 
G. R. Linfield c Plummer b Boyd ae 
R. Case lbw “4 ay 
B. Winton Lewis c Leslie b Westwood es 
D. J. S. Fairbairn not out 4 
Extras 26 

139 

VITRUVIANS 

E. Chamberlain b Smyth .. ie 
o> s7aae oon ost <i e 
R. Madie lbw Smyth oe 
A. Boyd b Smyth... e133 
R. Dowson lbw Norton ss 4 e vit ae 
P. Westwood b Norton Le aa a ae 
G. Boswell c Kennedy Hawkes b Norton iy 
I. M. Leslie not out .. re hi 2a 
R. Plummer run jcc 
W. A. K. Faldo b Batty A gfe 
D. Roberts b Batty io ey 
Extras «x ® 

73 


The RIBA won by 116 runs. 


FORTHCOMING FIXTURES 

Forthcoming RIBA fixtures are:— 

Wed., June 17.—AA (AA Ground). 

Sunday, July 12.—Blue Circle CC (Bromley Com- 
mon, Kent). 

Wed., August 10.—RICS (College of Estate 
Management Ground, Hinchley Wood). 

Wed., rs ae 2.—Club Cricket Conference (Wimbie- 
don Ground). 


Forthcoming Vitruvians’ fixtures are:— 
Friday, June 19.—National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers (Richmond Cricket Club 


Friday, July 3.—The Palladians (ground to be fixed). 


RESTORING OLD PROPERTY 


Scheme to be Put to Ministry 


A SCHEME by which it is hoped to stop 
further deterioration of old property and to 
restore some of it to modern standards is 
to be submitted to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government by the Bootle 
(Lancashire) Council. 

There are something like 6,000 old houses 
in the town, and it is estimated that about 
half of them are capable of being brought up 
to modern requirements at a cost of about 
£125 each. 

It is proposed that this cost should be 
asuale inate Se: the -ammmnentindied. te 
owners, and that the latter should be entitled 
to increase the rents by six per cent. of their 
contribution. 

The scheme provides for baths, modern 
fire grates with hot-water installations, new 
sinks and ventilated food cupboards. 


myer eee cay 
Pista a. ake 
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THE ‘“‘ ULLBERG” HOUSE 


A FOUR-ROOM DWELLING OF FRENCH DESIGN 


puis newly developed house has created 

considerable interest in France among 
those concerned with housing matters, 
particularly the French Ministry of Recon- 
struction and Town Planning. It is a single- 
storey dwelling comprising four rooms plus 
toilet amenities. Constructed in traditional 
brickwork, it has a tiled roof and oak floors, 
except in the kitchen which is tiled. 

A system of central heating has been 
incorporated and a shower is provided in- 
stead of a bath. In addition, there is a wash- 
house and storeroom. 


Apart from the specialist work to be 





carried out in the erection of the house, such 
as tiling, bricklaying and plastering, the 
remainder of the work can, the manu- 
facturers state, be entrusted to semi-skilled 
operatives. The plumbing system has also 
been designed to permit easy installation. 

The “ Uliberg” house, it is understood, 
can be built for two million francs (approxi- 
mately £2,000) and if approved by the 
French housing authorities, it will no doubt 
satisfy the needs of many who are seeking 
more satisfactory living accommodation in 
that country. 
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Plan of the “ Uliberg”’ house. 
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EFFICIENT HOME FIRES 
CUC Annual Report 


So long as the majority of people prefer 

an open fire in their main living-room, it 
should be made to work harder and more 
efficiently by providing either hot water or 
cooking facilities at the same time. This jg 
the view of the Coal Utilisation Council 
expressed in its annual report for 1952, 
which has now been published. 


The council is of the opinion that in the 
four million houses in Britain, which lack a 
piped water supply, but which inevitably wil! 
remain in use for another 20 or 30 years, 
there is a strong case for combining cooking 
or water heating with space heating from the 
same fire. 


Referring to the fact that the present “ all- 
fuel” approved appliances were generally 
designed at a time when it was thought that 
smokeless fuels would be in more ample 
supply, the council comments: “It is now 
apparent that, much as the increase of good- 
quality smokeless fuel is desirable, the main 
domestic solid fuel load will. for many years, 
have to be taken by bituminous coal. The 
appreciation of this fact has led to much 
development work by the manufacturers 
towards the production of new appliances 
designed primarily to burn bituminous coal, 
but to do so with the maximum of efficiency 
and the minimum of smoke.” 


Looking into the future of fireplace design 
to match technical improvements in grates 
or stoves, the council] foresees the use of 
the whole of the fireplace opening as a self- 
contained open convection chamber to 
enable a free-standing fire with a restricted 
throat, or a stove to be used. Designs of 
this type may soon be presented to the 
public. 


AGRICULTURAL LAND ACT 
Housing Ministry’s Circular 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, in circular No. 26/53, draws 
the attention of local authorities to the 
provisions of the Agricultural Land (Removal 
of Surface Soil) Act, 1953, which came into 
operation on May 20. The circular states:— 


The stripping of surface soil from land on 
any substantial scale is development within 
the meaning of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, since it involves opera- 
tions on the land of a kind referred to in 
subsection (2) of Section 12 of the Act. 
Planning permission is therefore required. 
It has, however, been found that where !arge- 
scale operations are commenced without 
planning permission much harm can be done 
before enforcement action under the pro- 
visions of the 1947 Act can be made effective. 


The Agricultural Land (Removal! of Sur- 
face Soil) Act, 1953, makes it an offence to 
remove surface soil from agricultural land 
with a view to sale when the operations 
constitute development within the meaning 
of the 1947 Act and are carried out without 
permission. The amount of soil removed 
must amount to more than five cubic yards 
in any period of three months and the con- 
sent of the Attorney-General or the Director 
of Public Prosecutions is necessary belore 
any prosecution can be brought. Pen? ‘ies 


on summary conviction are severe, being for 
the first offence a fine not exceeding £100, 
with much stricter penalties for the second 
and subsequent offences. 
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PAIR OF BUNGALOWS 
AT SOUTH TAWTON, 
DEVON 


Designed by : 
LESLIE G. BAILEY, FFS(Eng), 
ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR 
TO OKEHAMPTON RDC 


Builders : 
3. L. RICHARDS & SON, LTD. 


Bh bungalow has been designed 
by Mr. Leslie G. Bailey, 
FFS(Eng), Engineer and Surveyor 
to Okehampton RDC, to provide 
exactly that accommodation and 
amenity contained in bungalows 
built by his council in 1951, at a 
cost of up to £1,200, whereas the 
present-day costed outcome of this 
“ Bailey-Stratton Bungalow,’ in- 
cluding builders’ normal profit, is 
£650, the two buildings being 
identical except for different roof 
features. 

The bungalow comprises the 
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following constructional features : 
Normal foundations ; thermoplastic 
tiled floors; cavity constructed 
walls with outer walls in concrete 
blocks, rendered with Tyrolean 
stucco ; inner walls and partitions, 
of approximately 5 in. thickness, 
including plasterboard linings. 

Electrical harness provides light- 
ing to all rooms, and power points 
to kitchen, living-room and one 
bedroom. Hot water is supplied 
from a solid-fuel cooking appliance. 
Decoration includes papered walls 
and painted woodwork. 

A detached outhouse, 6 ft. square, 
is included in the scheme and the 
price of £650 takes account of main 
water and sewage, and external 
gravel paths. The floor area of the 
bungalow, measured inside external 
walls, is 520 ft. super, and the accom- 
modation comprises two bedrooms, 
living-room, kitchen, bathroom and 
w.c., pantry, linen cupboard, small 
hall and passage. 

The Bailey-Stratton method of 
construction can perhaps best be 
described as a simple assembly of 
traditional materials, and a rational- 
isation and integration of building 
operations to facilitate erection, 
and obviate the wearisome second- 




















ary processes of cutting chases, 
holes, filling, brackets, etc., with 


consequent making good. The 
internal walls and partitions are 
built on a distributive load-bearing 
principle with stabilisers, the idea 
springing from the well-established 
fact that brick, concrete block 
and other traditional materials are 
so often used uneconomically in so 
far as their compressive strengths 
are concerned. 

The bungalow, which was erected 
and finished complete in 15 working 
days at South Tawton, has a 2- ft.- 
wide eaves projection which, with 
its white walls and black base or 
plinth, merges into the village 
pattern. South Tawton is within 
the Dartmoor National Parks Area, 
and the bungalow has, therefore, 
been submitted to, and approved, 
by the National Parks Committee. 

Sub-contractors were: Electrical 
harness, S. T. Street, Okehampton ; 


flooring, Marley Tile Co. 
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BOOKS 


«. Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
Should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





Austria. By Monk Gibbon. Pp. 258, illus- 
trated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 18s. 


THIS INTERESTING and beautifully illus- 
trated book makes one want to visit or re- 
visit one of the most delightful and unspoiled 
countries of Europe. Austria before 1914 was 
a large Empire of many provinces and 
nationalities, stretching southwards along 
the Adriatic and eastwards to the Russian 
frontier. Now it is a small republic with 
less than seven million people, a quarter of 
its former population; and nowadays it is 
almost entirely Catholic and German- 
speaking, with Vienna as its dispropor- 
tionately large capital. 

On opening any new book about Austria 
it is natural for one to ask how its archi- 
tectural monuments have fared in the Second 
World War; and to what extent a visitor 
of to-day will be disappointed by finding 
them destroyed. There is hardly a mention 
of such distasteful matters in these sprightly 
pages, and nothing at all in the excellent 
photographs to suggest bomb-damaged 
ruins. The author has slurred over this 
depressing topic very adroitly. At Inns- 
bruck, it is true, he does refer to the des- 
truction of an hotel and some churches ; at 
Vienna to the rebuilding of the Cathedral, 
the Opera House and the Theatre since the 
War; but he makes no mention of the 
damage done to Schénbrunn, the Upper and 
Lower Belvedere, and many other famous 
buildings in Vienna. Taken as a whole, how- 
ever, it appears that the visitor need not fear 
that his holiday will be spoilt by many such 
sad sights, for most of the great monasteries 
and castles, as well as the picturesque country 
churches, escaped damage; and the natural 
beauty of Austria remains unimpaired, while 
local customs and costumes persist there to 
an extent surely unknown elsewhere in 
Europe. 

Architecturally, Austria is most noted for 
the great number of fine Baroque buildings 
that it contains, and the most important of 
them, outside Vienna, are huge monasteries 
such as Melk, Klosterneuburg, Gédttweig, 
St. Florian, Kremsmiinster, St. Pélten, Diirn- 
stein, Admont, Wilhering, and Vorau. 
Nearly every one contains a library so 
magnificent and so ornate that the ordinary 
student of to-day would feel as incapable of 
working therein as in the Imperial Library 
at Vienna. The author wonders how these 
vast buildings are to be maintained in the 
modern world, under circumstances from 
which “a handful of elderly priests” can 
hardly be expected to rescue them (p.104) ; 
for “all the great monasteries in Upper and 
Lower Austria presuppose a Church which 
was not only wealthy but part of the very 
fabric of the Empire,” and they frequently 
entertained the Emperor himself in great 
state (p.162). As a guide to Austrian Baroque 
within the limits of the truncated modern 
country (i.c., with Prague excluded), the 
book is critical and informative; and the 
publishers are justified in claiming that in 
this respect “the photographs are certainly 
the best to illustrate any book on Austria in 
English.” Moreover, the less hackneyed 
parts of the country, such as Styria and 
Carinthia (now constituting the British Zone 
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of Occupation) are fully treated as well as 
the three famous cities, Vienna, Salzburg 
and Innsbruck. Music, as is only proper, 
receives much attention. 

Either to the traveller of to-day, or to the 
armchair globe-trotter recalling journeys 
made in the carefree days before the two 
World Wars, the book will be welcome. If 
at times the author becomes tiresomely 
facetious, if some of his sentences are unduly 
lengthy and involved, he may well be for- 
given these lapses for his infectious enthu- 
siasm, his wide knowledge, and his keen eye 
for amusing situations and people, such as 
the rustic ticket-collector who sported a 
monocle. M. S. B. 


A History oF Crvit ENGINEERING: An 
Outline from Ancient to Modern Times. 
By Hans Straub. English Translation by 
E. Rockwell. (Leonard Hill, Ltd.) 
Pp. xviii, 258, illustrated. Price 25s. 


THis BOOK, first published in German at 
Basel in 1952, is written by a civil engineer, 
who begins by stating that “a long sojourn 
in Rome, and a keen interest in history at 
large, filled me with the desire to become 
familiar with the history of my profession. 
Social intercourse with members of other 
vrofessions. particularly architects and art 
historians, has impressed on me the lack of 
historic interest on the part of many of my 
own professional colleagues and the lack of 
literature on the subiect.” He adds that his 
book is meant to assist engineering practi- 
tioners and students “in viewing their own 
profession on the broader historical back- 
ground of science and art, to widen their 
horizon and to counteract professional 
narrow-mindedness.” It was largely written 
in the congenial atmosphere of Rome, where 
he found himself marooned during the War. 
“whilst most of the libraries still remained 
oven.” It is a most useful and competent 
piece of work, well written and well illus- 
trated, furnished with a bibliography. a 
chronological table of famous engineers and 
their works, and excellent indexes: though, 
as one might expect, very few English books 
are mentioned in the bibliogranhy, and 
Salzman’s learned work, Building in 
England (1952), is too recent to be cited. 

From the outset, the relation between civil 
engineering, building, and architecture is a 
matter for argument but the author treats 
this problem very fairly. All through 
ancient and medieval times, building practice 
relied upon what he calls “instructive 
statics’ rather than upon scientific or mathe- 
matically-calculated statics and Galilei was 
really the first to apply such knowledge :o 
actual building problems. Even Carlo 
Fontana’s much later rules for the design 
of domes (1694) were geometrical rather than 
mathematical. The author’s account of 
ancient “engineering” traverses familiar 
ground but includes some unusual items: e.g. 
the achievements of the Romans in tunnel- 
construction, the fate of Roman bridges and 
harbours in the Second World War, and the 
discovery of an Egyptian plan on papyrus. 
His study of medieval “ engineering ” is also 
quite orthodox. He avoids all references to 
“ monkish architects,” which is commend- 
able; but he also ignores English Gothic 
vaulting. with less justification. Leonardo 
da Vinci seems to have made no serious 
contribution to the development of statical 
theories, and only in the 17th century was 
much progress made. Here the author is 
incorrect in stating (p. 71) that “there is 
not a single architect” among those who 
developed this science between the early 16th 
and mid-18th centuries; for Robert Hooke 
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(1635-1703) — Wren’s contemporary, oj. 
league, and crony—was not only a great 
scientist, as the author fully recognises, py 
also an able architect. 

Domenico Fontana (1543-1607) was an. 
other equally versatile person, but 4 
practical engineer-architect rather than 4 
scientist, and Wren himself, though a bril- 
liant scientist, did very little in the field of 
statics. During the 18th and early 19th cep- 
turies, civil engineering was chiefly developed 
by French engineers trained by the State 
and by British pioneers concerned in our In- 
dustrial Revolution. A lively chapter shows 
how “ Structural Engineering and Architec- 
ture part Company ” in the mid-19th century. 
The story is carried right up to date. 

One of the most startling revelations js 
the very early discovery of reinforced con- 
crete in both France and America, 50 years 
or so before it came into general use. It is 
now almost a century since the American, 
Hyatt, an ex-lawyer, designed concrete beams 
with steel rods in the tensile zone, bent up- 
wards towards the supports, and with vertical 
stirrups. It will be clear from this brief 
review that Straub’s book is of interest to 
all connected with building as well as to 
civil engineers. _ M. S. B. 
FARM BUILDINGS: NEW AND ADAPTED. By 

Edwin Gunn. 4th Revised Edition. 

Pp. 160, illustrated. (Crosby Lockwood 

and Son, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 


It Is a well deserved testimonial to the 
ability of the former Superintending Archi- 
tect to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries that this useful little book, first 
published in 1935, should have achieved a 
fourth edition. As in the earlier work which 
made his name familiar to many architects 
and students—Little Things that Matter to 
Those who Build (1923)—he shows a happy 
knack in presenting really practical informa- 
tion in a really intelligible form, by means 
of a precise text in excellent English, accom- 
panied by clear diagrams, and supplemented, 
in the case of this book, by photographs. 

Much has happened in the field of agricul- 
ture since the publication of the third edition 
in 1945, and recent changes are reflected in 
the various alterations and additions in the 
present work. Attention is rightly drawn to 
the issue of two volumes on farm buildings 
in the Post-War Building Studies series, and 
some illustrations from that source are incor- 
porated in his new edition. There is an en 
tirely new chapter on “ Farm Cottages,” 4 
subject not included in previous editions, 
with three new plates; and reference is made 
to methods of reconditioning old cottages. 
Another important addition deals with 
“ Dairy Buildings of Today,” comprising five 
designs for milking parlours which have been 
prepared by the Farm Equipment Committee 
of the Milk Marketing Board, showing alter- 
native arrangements for farms of various 
sizes, with and without electricity. 1 here 
are new paragraphs dealing with farmhouses, 
drainage, calf-sheds, bull-sheds, storage '4, 
standardised building units for Dutch 6.rs, 
cowsheds, piggeries, concrete block wails (an 
important addition), surface wiring, machin- 
erv. roads and fencing, and building cc>'s. 

The chapter on “ Alterations to Old 2 uild- 
ings” remains unaltered. Plates TV anc XII, 
illustrating the interior of a Universal “Milk 
ing Bail and details of Farm Wiring S\° — 
respectively, are more up-to-date versio’ © 
their predecessors. The net result of ali :><s¢ 
changes is a book of 160 pages W'' 
plates, as against 132 pages with 15 © -'<s 


in the fourth edition, for a price of !° 6d 
as against 10s. 6d. in 1945. i 


M. S 
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CUTTING HOUSING COSTS 


TDA Urges Decontrol of Softwood 


.. view that the experiments conducted 

the Ministries of Housing and Works 
at pesinsatelen and elsewhere have proved 
conclusively Ahat softwood can only be 
saved in the construction of houses by a 
disproportionate increase in housing costs, 
was expressed by Mr. G. B. Crow, chairman 
of the Timber Development Association, at 
a Press conference held in London on Tues- 
day, May 19. 

It had been found, he said, that in the 
case of a house of 1,000 ft. super it would 
cost £134 more to build if substitute 
materials were used in place of two-thirds of 
the normal softwood content. 

Mr. Crow said it was the TDA’s conten- 
tion that decontrol of softwood would result 
in increased productivity in the building in- 
dustry and a lowering of housing costs with 
subsequent lowering of rates and taxes. 
This year, he thought, was the appropriate 
time for decontrol to take place because 
there was not likely to be a big demand 
either to buy or consume large additional 
quantities of softwood. 


Slow Expansion 

If softwood licensing were abolished, con- 
sumption would increase, but the rate of 
expansion would be slow by reason of the 
competition of other materials; this expan- 
sion would be accompanied by concomitant 
national savings and lower costs, and by 
higher productivity, to the advantage of the 
balance of payments position. 

Continuing, the speaker said: “ Softwood 
is the only basic raw material the consump- 
tion of which is controlled by licensing. This 
discrimination against one of the many raw 
materials essential to industry encourages 
the use of substitute materials irrespective 
of cost and performance and of the national 
economy. 

“ Softwood is a primary product of those 
countries which, on the whole, provide the 
most profitable market for the UK export 
trade. Any fall in the income of the pro- 
ducing countries is reflected by a reduction in 
their capacity to purchase British manufac- 
tured goods. 

Also present at the conference was Mr. 
Phillip O. Reece, Director of the TDA. 


Timber Statistics 
Following is some interesting information 
On timber which has been compiled and 
issued by the TDA: — 


General—Timber ranked third in value 
among the main categories of raw materials 
imported in 1952, being exceeded only by 
(1) seeds, nuts, oils and fats, and (2) wool. 
In 1952 the total value of imported timber 
of all kinds, including softwood, hardwood 
and plywood, was £163,923,110. 

The principal timber imports in total 
volume during 1952 were:—Softwood, 
1,022,800 standards (1st=163 cu. ft.) hard- 
wood, 36,629,000 cu. ft.; plywood, 9,018,000 
cu. ft.; pitwood, 107,571,000 cu. ft. 

UK timber production in 1952 was as 
follows: —Softwood 38,000 standards; hard- 
wood, 30,360,000 cu. ft.; plywood, 52,320,000 
Sq. ft.; pitwood, 30,690,000 cu. ft. 

Softwood.—Softwood is important to pro- 
ductivity in almost every industry. Its main 
uses are for house-building, general construc- 
tion, packaging, joinery, railway sleepers, pit- 
Props and shuttering and formwork for con- 
crete construction. Our largest suppliers are 
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traditionally Canada, Sweden, Finland and 
the USSR. We also import appreciable 
quantities from Yugoslavia, Poland, France, 
the USA, Germany and Brazil. 

Softwood imports in 1951 amounted to 
1,627,000 standards and in 1952 to 1,022,000 
standards. The following table gives the 
principal sources of supply in each year: — 


1951 1952 
Canada 380,000 443,000 
Finland 360,000 147,000 
Sweden 330,000 173,000 
USA 122,000 49,000 
USSR 103 ,000 69,000 
France 90,000 23,000 
Yugoslavia 76,000 40,000 
Brazil 40,000 17,000 


The trade is free to import softwood, with- 
out restriction, from ali sources, but the con- 
sumption of softwood is entirely regulated 
by licences and is still held at its post-war 
level of about 1,100,000 standards per 
annum. The softwood trade is thus the only 
trade which must finance the purchase of 
its imports and yet has no control over the 
rate of their disposal. 

Stocks of softwood at the end of February 
this year amounted to over 635,000 
standards. 


Hardwood.—About 200 species of hard- 
wood are in genera] use by industry in this 
country, and we import them from all parts 
of the world. This is in contrast with soft- 
wood, which we obtain from relatively few 
countries, and of which there are only half- 
a-dozen species of major commercial im- 
portance. Among the principal uses for 
hardwoods are furniture, flooring, coach- 
building, heavy construction such as wharves 
and coast defence works, shopfitting, ship 
and boat-building, turnery, veneers, radio 
and television cabinets, external joinery. 

Hardwood imports in 1951 amounted to 
60,000,000 cu. ft. and in 1952 to 36,000,000 
cu. ft. The following table gives the prin- 
cipal sources of supply in each year :— 


1951 1952 
West Africa 22,500,000 11,227,000 
France 8,650,000 2,022,000 
Yugoslavia 4,224,000 2,482,000 
USA 2,270,000 1,606,000 
Malaya 2,203,000 978,000 
Canada 1,936,000 4,189,000 
Br. East Africa 1,802,000 920,000 
Siam 1,419,000 — 
Japan oe 2,848,000 


The most notable feature of the post-war 
hardwood trade has been the tremendous 
increase in imports from West Africa. Con- 
sumption in 1952 amounted to over 
69,000,000 cu. ft. Stocks of hardwood at 
the beginning of this year amounted to 
25,040,000 cu. ft. 


Imports are permitted without restriction 
or licence from the Scheduled Territories,* 
but since March, 1953, imports from non- 
sterling areas (except Yugoslavia and Siam) 
have been suspended. The import of certain 
hardwoods from the dollar areas and Japan 
are subject to special arrangements. Hard- 
woods, with the exception of Canadian and 
American birch, hickory, rock elm, rock 
maple and American oak, are not subject to 
consumer licensing. 


Plywood.—The performance of plywood 
has been revolutionised by the improvement 
and use of the synthetic resin adhesives. 
To-day plywood is manufactured to with- 
stand tests laid down in British Standard 
specifications. For instance, what is known 
as the A70 test requires plywood to with- 


* Scheduled Territories at present comprise the 
British Commonwealth (except Canada), British 
Trust Territories, British Protectorates and Pro- 
tected States, Burma, the Irish — Iraq, 
Iceland, Jordan, Libya, Muscat and Oman 
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stand immersion in water at 70 degrees C. 
for three hours, the A100 test calls for boil- 
ing for three hours and the AX100 test for 
boiling for six hours. The consumer can 
thus purchase his plywood manufactured to 
a British Standard specification. 

The principal uses for plywood include air- 
craft and shipbuilding, furniture, packaging, 
flush doors, panelling, structural work, refri- 
geration vans, railway wagdns, coachbuilding 
and roofing. 

Imports in 1952 from all sources amounted 
to 9,018,000 cu. ft. Most of the plywood we 
use is imported from abroad, mainly from 
Finland, the USSR, Canada, West Africa, 
the USA, France, Sweden, Spain, Western 
Germany, Brazil and Japan. Before the war 
Finland supplied about 40 per cent. of our 
requirements and she is still our largest 
single supplier. 

Imports are permitted without restriction 
or licence from the Scheduled Territories, but 
in order to qualify for a licence to import 
from other countries an importer must pro- 
vide evidence that he has already purchased 


double the amount from the national stock. 

Home production was very small before 
the war, and existing capacity is largely a 
war-time creation. To-day we make about 
15 per cent. of what we use. In 1952 UK 
production was about 52,000,000 sq. ft. 
largely of exterior grade plywood. Con- 
sumption in 1952 amounted to 400,800,000 
sq. ft. Stocks at the beginning of this year 
were 399,200,000 sq. ft. 


Plywood, including block-board and lamin- 
board, may now be purchased by consumers 
without licence. 


TDA ANNUAL REPORT 


Chairman's Foreword 


“THE SUBJECT which has been of over- 
riding interest throughout the past year has 
been the struggle to remove softwood from 
consumption licensing,” writes Mr. G. B. 
Crow, chairman of the Timber Development 
Association, in a foreword to the Associa- 
tion’s annual report for 1952 which has just 
been published. 


“A great deal of time,” he says, “has 
been devoted to seeking out and elaborating 
the logical arguments in our favour as well 
as assessing those against. Even if we have 
so far been unsuccessful, there is little doubt 
that there is now a much greater appreciation 
by those who govern us, not only of the 
complexity of the problem, but also of the 
shortcomings of official policies and their 
repercussions upon the national economy. 
At the date of writing, discussions are once 
more in progress with the Minister of 
Materials and it will be the fervent hope 
of the whole trade that justice will be done 
at last.” 


As well as giving a summary of the Asso- 
ciation’s activities during 1952, the report 
also shows the Association’s organisation 
and lists the Council, the Federation 
members and the Non-Federation members. 


Australian Builders to Visit America 

A group of Australian builders are to visit 
the United States of America for three 
months early next year to study production 
methods there. They will be coming first 
to London, where, according to the Common- 
wealth of Australia News and Information 
Bureau, conferences will be held with repre- 
sentatives of the industry. 














HOUSES FOR 
OWNER-OCCUPIERS 


Building Societies’ Call for Bolder 
Government Action 


R. HUBERT NEWTON. chairman, 

presiding at the annual conference of 

the Building Societies Association at Scar- 

borough on May 20, said that while they 

had the present Government to thank for 

several overdue changes in national housing 
policy, much remained to be done. 

“Further and bolder action by the Gov- 
ernment is urgently called for if building 
Societies and the building industry are to 
play their full part in national rehabilita- 
tion,” Mr. Newton declared. “Since 1950 
we have seen more than enough of one of 
the evil social consequences of inadequate 
housing: the wave of crimes of certain types 
that are directly traceable to wretched living 
conditions and broken homes. Among the 
young this has become a sinister problem. 
I can think of no severer condemnation of 
the post-war ruinous subsidies to cure the 
housing shortage than the plain social con- 
sequences of their failure to achieve the 
desired end. This is a national question of 
primary importance; it ought not to be a 
party question at all. The moral problem 
of citizenship which is involved really extends 
beyond housing.” 

Building costs still checked the resurgence 
of private building, and it might be that 
they would continue to do so while extrava- 
gance in council housing schemes interfered 
with honest competition. They had still to 
tackle the problems of subsidised housing, 
the cost of which was absorbing practically 
the whole of the national savings at present. 

If the volume of subsidised housing could 
be reduced there would be a better prospect 
of a drop in the high costs of building. Was 
it not possible now to exercise more dis- 
crimination and to put obstacles in the way 
of people occupying council dwellings when 
they could afford to pay their way, even 
if they had to cut down on the consumption 
of some inessential goods? 

“The potential public of small owner- 
occupiers has multiplied many times since 
1939,” said Mr. Newton. “ Many of our 
potential customers want only some further 
assistance in the initia] stage of ownership, 
such as a guarantee of at least a part of 
the down payment needed before they can 
secure a mortgage loan. The still high 
prices of small properties and the high costs 
of building have tended to impose a cautious 
policy on building societies in respect of 
mortgage advances. But with little risk, if 
the system were properly applied, the 
Exchequer and the local authorities could 
certainly assist the would-be home-owners. 
The big increase in the effective demand 
for privately owned dwellings would soon 
prove an efficient and cheap alternative to 
subsidised housing, with a consequent relief 
to rates and taxes, the present incidence of 
which is hampering prosperity in all direc- 
tions. Such a policy would also stimulate 
a form of saving possessing a high social 
value and which it is our main function to 
promote.” 

Statistics for 1952 demonstrated that build- 
ing societies had made another remarkable 
advance in public favour. . The total assets 
of all building societies in the United King- 
dom at the end of 1952 were £1,470,360,000, 
an increase of £113,000,000 since 1951. 
Mortgage advances of all societies in 1952 
totalled £267,556,000, or nearly the same as 
for 1951. 
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Building societies stimulated the savings 
habit. They had more than three million 
shareholders and depositors, whose savings 
at the end of 1952 totalled £1,375,000,000— 
an increase of £110,000,000 over the previous 
year. This continued trend of public favour 
for thrift through the medium of building 
societies occurred while the great national 
savings organisations, the Post Office Savings 
Bank and the Trustee Savings Banks, re- 
corded the effects of a great deal of dis- 
saving. The disincentives to saving to-day 
—among which the burden of rates and 
taxes was prominent—were dangerous to the 
national economy, and it was most fortunate 
that the appeal of building societies should 
be a strong counter-influence. When the 
time came for a big expansion of building 
for private ownership their sound and 
economical system of lending would enable 
them to meet the public need. 


REDEVELOPMENT AT HIGH 
DENSITY 
Dudley Borough Architect’s Scheme 


A Type of dwelling is under consideration 
by Dudley housing committee to increase the 
density of houses in the redevelopment area. 
The proposed buildings take the form of 
houses with flats above them. 

Built in blocks of four or six, a four-house 
unit would have the houses on the ground 
and first floors, and above each pair of 
houses a flat for a married couple and a 
smaller flat for a single person. Entrance to 
the flats is obtained through a separate 
entrance, in the centre of the unit, which 
leads to a corridor running along the back 
of the building on the second floor. 

Mr. J. T. Lewis, Dudley borough archi- 
tect, who has designed the dwellings, says 
they are planned specifically for redevelop- 
ment areas. They would enable people to 
be rehoused within a few yards of where 
they are at present living. “This will main- 
tain the neighbourhood units for which 
Dudley is so well known, and while in- 
creasing the area density by as much as 
75 per cent. will lose none of the present 
amenities, and may, in fact, improve them.” 


SUBSIDIES FOR TALL FLATS 
Concern Over Birmingham Scheme 


BIRMINGHAM, Coventry, Wolverhampton 
and Stafford are all reported to be anxiously 
awaiting a decision from the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on whether 
the Government is prepared to make an 
increased subsidy on multi-storey flats which 
are erected by local authorities in suburban 
areas. These multi-storey flats do not qualify 
for the special Government subsidy which is 
at present allowed for flats which are built 
on “expensive” city sites. 

In Birmingham the position has suddenly 
come to a head following the opening of the 
Tile Cross multi-storey flats [illustrated in 
The Builder of May 1]. Unless there is a 
Government subsidy for these flats sufficient 
to enable them to be let at rents which can 
be afforded by the people on the housing 
waiting list, then either the ratepayers of 
Birmingham will have to provide a rent 
subsidy or the flats will have to go to those 
who can afford them. 

A Ministry spokesman said that it 
appeared almost certain that the Tile Cross 
flats would be eligible for the special 
subsidy given by the Government for “ high 
density ” housing. 

Economic rents for the Tile Cross flats 
are estimated at from £2 to £4 10s. per week. 
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ABS ANNUAL MEETING 


Coronation Appeal Suggested 


(THERE were now 17,000 names on the 

Register of Architects, but there were 
fewer than 3,000 contributors to the Archi- 
tects’ Benevolent Society, a shockingly smajj 
proportion of the profession, said Mp 
HowaRD ROBERTSON, ARA,  PRIBA, 
president of the Society, in moving the 
adoption of the annual report, statement of 
accounts and balance sheets, at the Society's 
annual general meeting on May 6. 


“ Back in 1939,” he said, “my late part- 
ner, Stanley Hall, during his term of office 
as president, launched a half-crown appeal 
at Christmas, asking all architects and assis- 
tants to send at least half-a-crown to the 
Society’s funds. This raised £747, but if he 
had received 17,000 half-crowns it would 
have brought in £2,125. In this Coronation 
year we might repeat the same thing, but 
ask for crowns instead of half-crowns. If 
all the 17,000 sent something this would 
bring in £4,250, and some might give more. 
I put that to you as a suggestion; it would 
make a lot of difference to our funds, and 
therefore to those we are trying to help. 

“ Our project for providing our old people 
with homes is not sufficiently advanced yet 
for us to begin building, but we have now 
collected enough to justify our looking for 
a site. We have found some land which 
seems suitable, and if we can obtain plan- 
ning permission we shall soon be issuing 
details of a competition for the design of 
the homes. We shall need a great deal more 
money to enable us to build these homes, 
and we hope everyone will do his best to 
bring in the necessary funds. Our annual 
ball, which is held in aid of this scheme, 
was a great success last year, and I hope 
that this year it may be even more 
successful.” 


REBUILDING BIRMINGHAM 


City Architect on “ Three-Dimensional ” 
Development 


SOME OF BIRMINGHAM’S redevelopment 
area will be rebuilt on a three-dimensional 
plan. The City Architect, Mr. A. G 
SHEPPARD FIDLER, FRIBA, recently gave 4 
description of the scheme and showed 4 
jantern slide of a preliminary “three- 
dimensional” model for Ladywood. 


“It is essentially a three-dimensional de- 
sign and not just a plan,” he explained. 
Height was an important factor in the 
design, houses and flats being built to dif- 
ferent heights. Gardening was a very difficult 
problem indeed in the centre of the city, he 
added. Planning the space between the 
buildings was one of their most difficult 
problems at the moment. He did not want 
acres and acres of concrete or paving. 


Mr. Sheppard Fidler, who gained con- 
siderable experience in the building of 4 re 


town, at Crawley, before he came 
mingham, said it was a comparatively simple 
business compared with planning anew ‘rom 


an old city. He is introducing some, of 
Crawley’s ideas in the city’s redu ding 
programme. 


. « Tak id 
In reply to a question, he said ‘< di 

not think blocks of flats would become slums 
if planned properly. It was a mei He 
doing the thing on a big enough sca. 
felt that large blocks of flats that we Du! 
in the middle of existing slums did © ee 
a real chance. He envisaged blocks © ' 
which soon had other new bv idings 
springing up around them. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Historic Buildings 


Qs May 14 Mr. COLEGATE asked the 
Minister of Works whether the Govern- 
ment had decided on the method to be 
adopted for the preservation of historic 
buildings. 

Mr. Eccies said that the Government 
were preparing a Bill which would authorise 
the Minister of Works to pay grants for 
the repair and maintenance of buildings of 
outstanding historic or architectural merit. 
The grants could be either on an annual 
basis or for an agreed period of years. 
Historic Buildings Councils would be set 
up for England, for Wales and for Scotland 
to advise the Minister in the exercise of 
these powers. He was glad to say that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had agreed 
to make £500,000 available from the 
National Land Fund over a period of five 
years for the purchase of outstanding 
buildings which would otherwise be lost. 
This was additional to the £250,000 a year 
which would be available for repair and 
maintenance grants. It was hoped that the 
National Trusts would be willing to partici- 
pate in the administration of this work. 

Mr. Eccles further informed Mr. Colegate 
that he hoped to introduce the Bill quite 
soon. 

Mr. SNow: In so far as this grant may 
in the event prove to be inadequate for 
the overall problem, would the Minister 
consult the President of the Board of Trade 
to determine whether industrial interests 
might not be given lists of historic buildings 
which might be used instead of new 
construction? 

Mr. Ecctes: We will certainly consider 
that, but we are making a start with the 
Bill. 

Mr. Horosin asked whether, in view of 
the fact that the National Trust alone had 
prepared a list of something like 100 houses 
either to be demolished or in imminent 
danger, did the Minister not think the sum 
inadequate to stem the havoc to our national 
heritage. 

Mr. Eccies said of course the sum was 
not adequate, but it was a start. 

Mr. ANTHONY GREENWOOD asked if it was 
not a fact that the amount of money being 
made available represented less than one 
per cent. of the National Land Fund, and 
what was being done with the other 99 
per cent. : 

Mr. Eccies said that was not a question 
for him. 

On the same day, the Lord Chancellor 
made a similar statement in the House of 
Lords. 

LorD METHUEN then called attention to 
the demolition of historic houses, and moved 
for papers. He said that while the announce- 
ment that had been made was good, the 
sum available was wholly inadequate. Our 
existing laws remained virtually unaltered 
regarding maintenance, and were completely 
out of date and inapplicable in present cir- 
cumstances. A spate of demolitions and 
unpredictable deterioration must be going 

> in our historic buildings, the majority 
of which could not be receiving the care 
and maintenance which they urgently 
required. The sum of £250,000 which would 
be set aside for maintenance seemed trivial 
and short-sighted when one considered what 
tie Exchequer drew by way of estate or 
ceath duties—a sum for the last three years 
of £184m. Should not some of this money 
he ploughed back to preserve at least some 
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parts of our national heritage of fine build- 
ings? This £250,000 would, in all proba- 
bility, have to be spent in giving first-aid 
to historic houses which had been aban- 
doned, or to some of the London churches, 
few of which would stand up for long 
unaided. 

Had the Government any intention of 
spending any of this money on historic 
country houses that were inhabited, which 
were in urgent necd of repair, and where 
the owner was unable to afford it? At 
present inhabited houses could not be 
touched by the Ministry of Works. The 
maintenance of historic buildings remained 
non-existent, except for those cared for by 
the Ministry of Works. Tremendous fuss 
was made when a bronze-age burial ground 
in Wiltshire was bulldozed, but precious 
little notice was taken when one of the most 
interesting of our country houses was gutted 
by fire. It was disturbing that the demoli- 
tion of historic country houses that had 
taken place since the war appeared to be 
continuing with unabated fury. He had a 
list of 60 houses of great historical interest 
that had been pulled down, and another 100 
that were being threatened. These were the 
known casualties up to seven or eight months 
ago. It was not generally realised that it 
was at present perfectly legal to demolish 
an historic house, provided it was not 
scheduled by the Ministry of Works or listed 
under the 1947 Town and Country Planning 
Act. A preservation order might come too 
late. 

There was another grim side to the picture. 
Local authorities and Government depart- 
ments had been given such wide powers that, 
unless called on to do so, they were not 
bound to submit their plans to the appro- 
priate planning Ministry, as they certainly 
should in cases where a house of architec- 
tural or historic character was threatened. 
He did not think that any public authority 
or any private individual had a moral right 
to demolish a building of historic character 
without reference to the appropriate 
authority in the first place. If we persisted 
in doing these things, which were an affront 
to decent-minded people, we should get the 
reputation of being a lot of vandals and 
iconoclasts, and, what was worse, oversea 
visitors would fight shy of visiting a country 
that had ceased to respect its architectural 
heritage. 

The Government should set up a committee 
to decide what would or would not be pre- 
served. Only a modest beginning could be 
made, but the scope could be widened as 
more money became available. A section 
of the community was alarmed at the present 
scale of demolitions and at the delay by 
Parliament in reaching decisions on the 
Gowers Committee’s recommendations. 
What the Lord Chancellor had said was not 
final. New uses would have to be found 
for many of these houses if they were to 
survive. The appropriate Minister should 
create a bureau, not with a large staff, to 
deal with redundant historic country houses 
with the object of finding buyers, users or 
new uses for such houses. The accommoda- 
tion of religious institutions from the Conti- 
nent seeking to find asylum here might be 
considered, as well as the conversion of some 
houses to accommodate aged and infirm 
persons. 

VISCOUNT WAVERLY said that the serious 
loss of this precious national asset of historic 
houses and works of art in them was due 
almost entirely to the burden of taxation. 

Lorp SILKIN spoke of the difficulty of 
definition. What was an historic house, or 
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what was one of itectural beauty? Some 
of the most lovely houses that ought to be 
preserved were in 
There was an immense wealth of beautiful 
old houses in danger o iti 
Bloomsbury, Blackheath, Highgate 
Dulwich; there were also many in 
like Cheltenham, Bath, Brighton and Edin- 
burgh. Before long, probably in the 

generation, the economic and social changes 
would make it virtually impossible to live 
in these large houses, some 
which would be necessary if 


purposes. 
or would be too costly to maintain, there 
was beauty in ruins. He felt it would be 
difficult to give relief in taxation: it would 
be hard to tell the public who were heavily 
taxed that some of the taxation would be 
for the relief of people who were better 
off than they were and who lived in these 
large mansions. 

Something must be done, and it looked 
as if it could only be done out of public 
money. The £500,000 was to come out of 
the Land Fund. Here was a fund of £50m. 
which was probably earning interest at the 
rate of £2 a year. Why could that sum 
not be allocated for the purpose? It was 
designed and created for the purpose. 
Whatever was done, the amount of money 
that had been suggested was quite inadequate. 
He hoped the debate would induce the 
Government to give more than this pitiful 
sum. 

LorD MottistTone declared that the solu- 
tion to the problem depended on money. 
He realised the great similarity between 
buildings and human beings. In youth they 
stood on their own foundations, and had 
a capacity to earn. In old age they needed 
loving care and support. Why should not 
young buildings contribute in some way to 
the upkeep of the old, as we humans did in 
contributory schemes? The value of work 
authorised in new building, but excluding 
maintenance and repairs, in Great Britain 
last year was £924m. This year it would 
be about £1,000m. He would suggest that 
each new building should contribute £1 in 
every £1,000 spent in its erection to a fund 
for the preservation of buildings of archi- 
tectural and historic interest. On _ that 
basis of £1,000m. they would acquire £1m. 
a year. In normal times he saw no reason 
why that should not rise to £10m. without 
causing any hardship. How could a man who 
wanted to build a small house costing £1,500 
begrudge 30s. which he would contribute 
to this great preservation. The proposal 
was for one single contribution from each 
new building at the start of the operation, 
and it could be collected easily by the local 
planning authority when permission was 
granted, 

The debate was adjourned until June 9. 


Housing Allocation , 

On May 12 Mr. Donnetty asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what instructions he had issued to his 
regional officers since January 1, 1953, re- 
garding future housing allocations for local 
authorities. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that there were no 
longer yearly housing allocations for local 
authorities. In view of the tremendous im- 
petus of the housing drive he had instructed 
his regional officers to take the necessary 
steps to see that the rate of building was not 
prejudiced by an excessive expansion of the 
programme having regard to the labour and 
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materials available. He estimated that they the possibility of doing this in respect of the New Town Corporation, amon 


were now running at practically full speed 
with their present resources. 

Mr. DONNELLY asked if there were any 
instructions which would revise the local 
authority’s own housing allocations for local 
authority building as opposed to building 
for private enterprise. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the allocation 
system was really obsolete. They were try- 
ing to get a properly phased and timed pro- 
gramme. Last year they built 33,000 more 
houses to let than the year before. They 
had at the moment 247,000 houses to let 
under construction, which was 40,000 more 
than at this time last year, and 64,000 more 
than this time two years ago, so he thought 
they had carried out their pledges fairly well. 

Mr. Bralne asked if it was not a fact that 
the manufacturers of building materials were 
giving the strongest support to the building 
programme. Could the Minister say by how 
much the production of cement had risen? 

Mr. MACMILLAN said it went on rising all 
the time. He thought that, broadly, it rose 
by about 10 per cent. last year. 

Mr. Porter: Does the Minister not agree 
that he is in an erroneous position when he 
claims credit for the number of houses under 
construction while at the same time telling 
people they will have to hold themselves in 
because materials will not be available? 

Mr. MACMILLAN: There are good reasons 
why the programme should be brought up 
to its maximum productivity, but it would 
be just as bad to overload it. 

Cot. GOMME-DuNCAN asked éf the Minis- 
ter would take steps to ensure the maxi- 
mum production of building materials. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said he would. 


House Construction and Design 


On May 12 Major TUFTON BEAMISH 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what steps had been taken to 
study, on the spot, progressive methods of 
house construction and design in other 
countries; and what had been the result and 
the cost of these investigations. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that visits were paid 
from time to time by officers of his Depart- 
ment and of other government organisations 
concerned with building, and, perhaps most 
important of all, by representatives of build- 
ing firms and building materials producers. 
Results were reflected in the continual evo- 
lution of house design and housebuilding 
methods. It was not possible to assess the 
cost over so wide a field. 


Private Street Works 


On May 12 Mr. Storey asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether 
he was now able to relax the restrictions 
upon private street works imposed in 1951 
and 1952; and whether he would consider the 
procedure laid down by his department for 
obtaining sanction for private street work 
expenditure, with a view to simplifying it 
and giving more discretion to local 
authorities. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said what could be 
allowed was conditioned ‘by the resources 
available for this class of work. Subject 
to this he was anxious to see the procedure 
made as simple as possible. 


Accounts of New Towns 


On May 12 Mr. REMNANT asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would arrange to have the annual 
accounts of each new town available, separ- 
ately, for sale to the public. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said. he was examining 
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reports and accounts for the year just ended. also let houses to these ia had 


Sale of Post-War Houses A Birmingham Shortage 


On May 12 Mr. Remnant asked the On May 12 MR. SHURMER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government Minister of Works if he was aware that there 
whether he would consider giving permission W@S a shortage of bricks and cement in Bir- 
to owners of post-war privately built houses ™Mingham and district which, if allowed to 
to sell at the district valuer’s valuation based Continue, would mean a slow-down in the 
on current prices, where the owner-occupier Tate of house, school and factory building: 
had to move for the purpose of his employ- 4nd if he would take action at once to 
ment. remedy this situation. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was considering | MR. Eccies said he was aware that there 
this question, but was not yet in a position Were shortages of bricks and cement in Bir. 
to make a statement. He added that he was ™ingham and district but supplies, already 
considering the cases of hardship involved. at a higher rate than in 1952, were increasing 

Provided due economy was exercised in the 
Repairs to Houses 


use of these materials, he did not expect the 
On May 12 Mr. Isaacs asked the Minister rate of building to be seriously affected, 
of Housing and Local Government what : 
power his regulations gave a local authority Rating and Valuation in Scotland 
that had served notice on an owner of _On May 12  LiBuTENANT-ComManpeR 
property to carry aut repairs necessary to CLARK HUTCHISON asked the Secretary of 
done to bring houses under his contro] State for Scotland whether he was aware of 
into a sanitary condition and made fit for the difficulties to which the system of rating 
human habitation, to ensure that, in the and valuation in Scotland was giving rise: 
interest of public health, the necessary work and what action he proposed to take. 
was executed in compliance with the legal © MR. Stuart said he had decided to appoint 
notice; and if he would make a statement. 4 committee with the following terms of 
MR. MACMILLAN said that local authori- reference: “To review the present system 
ties had power to require repairs under of valuation and rating (other than the de- 
Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, and frating of agricultural, industrial and freight 
under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, transport lands and heritages) in Scotland; 
1936, both of which authorised them if to consider whether any and, if so, what 
necessary to carry out the work themselves changes should be made in the system, and 
and to recover the cost from the owner or What other action would in consequence of 
the person responsible. ee such — be required: and to report.” 
; e was glad to say that Lord Sorn had 
Brick and Cement Production agreed to serve as chairman of the com- 
On May 12, in reply to Mr. Crouch, Mr. Mittee, and that the other members would 
Eccies said that the output of bricks during be Mr. J. G. Banks, Mr. J. T. Byrne, Lord 
the months of January, February and March, Greenhill, Sir Hugh Mackenzie, Mr. Duncan 
1953, compared with the output for the McNiven and Sir Ronald Thomson. 
corresponding months of the previous four 
years, was as follows:— Cariton House Terrace 


Year Millions In the House of Lords, on May 12, Lorp 
OS Dae gee. MOTTISTONE asked whether the Government 
Greener: 1,428 had any observations to make about the 
WR eg aoecane 1,414 future of Carlton House Terrace. 

RS cats NOR te aE 1,598 THE EARL OF MUNSTER, Under-Secretary, 
FRO ae Ea Spied Phere 1.716 Colonial Office, said that when the subject 


; was raised on March 6, 1951, the House was 
The output of Portland cement during the then informed that the previous Government 
= of January, February and March, were satisfied that the Foreign Office pre- 
» compared with the output for the mises were inadequate, and would have to 
corresponding months of the previous four pe replaced. They were also satisfied that 
years, was as follows:— Carlton House Terrace, reconstructed behind 


Year Million tons the present elevations facing the Mall and 
RRC: yA Rell Ste Rar 2.06 the Duke of York’s Steps, would be a suitable 
2, [ere atin rE G | site for this purpose. Having regard to 
GIN ait cad ad 2.33 the need to curtail. government expenditure 
oe ee in the present economic situation, the 
BE coisa e 2.55 Government thought it unlikely that work 


The output this year would have been Culd start for some years. 
higher but for the floods. Lorp Mortistone asked if the Govern- 
ment were in favour of preserving, without 
Floods Rehousing material alteration, the fagades of Carlton 
On May 12 Mr. Braine asked the Minister House Terrace facing ee gc allege 
of Housing and Local Government what 2 SUPreme example of civic architecture. 
steps had been taken to rehouse, at Basildon 


THE EaRt OF MUNSTER said he had no 
and elsewhere, families driven out of their 


desire to range over the whole subjec: !t 
homes by the floods and unable to return, would be far wiser to await a final decision. 
either because the 


property was totally 
destroyed or rendered uninhabitable or for The Walls of Kano 
some other reason. On May 6 Mr. Tiney asked the S<cre- 


MR. MACMILLAN said that families unable ‘@°Y Of State for the Colonies what *\cps 
to find accommodation themselves had been WT being taken to preserve the wa © 
helped by the housing authorities of both ™#"°- 
the flooded and other districts. In letting | MR. LYTTELTON said that any avo «ole 


council houses, Canvey Island Urban Dis- funds would be used to maintain the ex: ing 
trict Council were giving these families first gateways and stretches of the town wa’ for 
about 100 yards on either side of « °W 
selected gateways. 


preference. Southampton Town Council, 
Hatfield Rural District Council and Basildon 
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DESIGN IN TOWN AND 
VIL 


LAGE 

A Housing Centre Discussion 
AT the Housing Centre on April 21 an 
£% audience fired questions at a “ brains 
trust” composed of Dr. Thomas Sharp, CBE, 
LRIBA, P-PTPI, Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
FRIBA, MTPI, and Sir William Holford, 
FRIBA, MTPI. Mr. John Summerson, 
CBE, ARIBA, was in the chair. The sub- 
ject discussed was the book, “ Design in 
Town and Village,” of which the three mem- 
bers of the brains trust are the authors and 
which has just been published by the Minis- 
try of Housing and Local Government. 

The first member of the audience to speak 
asked whether architects and planners were 
not getting a little divorced from the public 
in their ideas. 

Dr. SHARP replied that he did not think 
it was possible in planning a town or an 
estate to go around and ask every prospec- 
tive tenant what his ideas on design were. 

The CHAIRMAN asked if there was any al- 
ternative to conscious planning. SIR 
WittiAM HocLrorp thought not. When a 
few more books like “ Design in Town and 
Village” had been written and agreed or dis- 
agreed with, it would be possible for archi- 
tects and planners to ascertain something of 
the conscious desire of the inhabitants and 
this could be translated into bricks and 
mortar. He thought the housing committees 
of 20 years hence would be a great deal more 
informed on this point than they were to- 
day. Mr. S. PoINTON TAYLOR, FRIBA, said 
he believed it was the people who really 
ruled the roost in the matter of design. 
Designers must get behind the feeling of 
the people and improve on that. 

Mr. GIBBERD, however, was of the opinion 
that the designer must always be in front 
of the people he was designing for. “If 
you say you must find out what is the popu- 
lar level of taste and then design down to 
it you will stand still,” he contended. 

Miss EASTHAM, a member of the Society 
of Housing Managers, asked a question about 
open front gardens. Most of the illus- 
trations in the book, she reminded the 
“ trust,” showed this type of garden. It was 
the experience of most housing managers 
that most tenants did not want them. They 
would agree that the open front garden 
looked nicer than the other type, but they 
disliked them for what she called “ common- 
sense reasons.” These were mainly that 
children would dash out of the house into 
the road and other people’s dogs—and some- 
times larger animals—would come crashing 
in, if the garden were open in the front. 
Should appearance be studied before con- 
venience? 


Mr. SUMMERSON said he believed 
that in a village open front gardens 
were thought to be an __ intrusion 
into privacy, but if he were designing 


a residential neighbourhood he might think 
differently. 


Semi-detached Houses 
Was it possible to design a village of semi- 
tached houses such as people would want 
live in and which would be pleasing at 
ame time? asked Mr. PoInTON TAYLOR, 
eby starting a discussion on the relative 
rits of detached, semi-detached and terrace 
Jos. 
‘iss J. F. ADBURGHAM, LRIBA, pointed — 
' that the financial aspect had a big influ- 
nce in determining whether semi-detached 
terrace houses should be built. The 
usial criterion was which you could sell the 
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more easily. You could not sell a house in a 
terrace or one in a block of four or six as 
readily as a single house or one of two semi- 
detached. The two middle houses of a block 
of four were twice as difficult to sell as the 
two end ones. 

Miss EASTHAM stated that she and her 
colleagues had always found that tenants 
preferred the semi-detached house. The 
reason was mainly that of privacy, but noise 
and access were other considerations. 

Mr. GipBerD thought that the preference 
for semi-detached houses was largely a 
matter of prejudice. His own experience 
was that people who lived in properly de- 
signed terrace houses were quite happy about 
them. People always did live in terrace 
houses until about 30 years ago. 

SiR WILLIAM HOLForD sketched the rise 
in the preference for the semi-detached 
house. It was right at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century that the little villa became 
semi-detached. He thought the chief 
reasons for the preference for semi-detached 
houses were: (1) More privacy; (2) more 
daylight; (3) less noise; and (4) back access. 
But he thought well-designed terrace houses 
could offer all these things. Only in the 
cheapest forms of both types was the semi- 
detached house preferable, in his opinion. 

Mr. GIBBERD said he had no objection to 
the detached house which stood in its own 
garden. The semi-detached house was the 
worst of both worlds. 

Mr. PoINTON TAYLOR suggested that ter- 
races might be designed asymmetrically in- 
stead of symmetrically, as they almost 
always were at present. There could be a 
group of four houses all similar and then a 
couple which were different from the fvur, 
either at the end or in the middle of the 
terrace. 


Control and Individual Choice 

Following a statement by PROFESSOR 
LasH, who said he was an engineer, and 
described his experience in Canada a few 
years ago, when in a certain district a modi- 
fied form of control of house design was 
found to be best, Sir WILLIAM HOLFoRD 
pointed to Letchworth Garden City as a 
good example of the combination of plan- 
ning control with complete individual choice 
of taste in house design. PROFESSOR LASH 
said that in the district in Canada he had 
referred to, the people were mostly per- 
suaded to accept the types of houses which 
the authority considered the best design. 
They were not coerced into doing so, especi- 
ally where the houses they proposed to build 
were well spaced. 

Dr. SHARP said this was the whole crux 
of the matter and the chairman remarked 
that what had just been said emphasised the 
overriding importance of careful siting. 

PROFESSOR LasH made the interesting 
statement that in the schemes he had been 
connected with in Canada the semi-detached 
houses had nearly always been divided up 
horizontally instead of vertically. 

On the question of the height of dwellings, 
Dr. SHARP said there was a tendency for 
planners to think of high blocks of flats 
merely from the point of view of appear- 
ance, but they should consider whether these 
dwellings satisfied social needs. 

Mr. GIBBeRD said it was a great mistake 
to put a large family into a tall block of 
flats, bui it was a nice enough way of living 
for a young couple or a single person. SIR 
WILLIAM Ho LrForp said that with high dwell- 
ings you had the problem of management 
turned vertically, but he thought this sys- 
tem of building should be much more ex- 
plored than it had been in this country. 


OBITUARY 
William Moffat 

WE RECORD with regret the death, on 
April 11, of Mr. William Moffat, a pro- 
minent member of the building industry in 
the Midlands. 

Mr. Moffat was president of the Bir- 
mingham Association of Building Trades 
Employers from 1911 to 1913; was junior 
vice-president of the Midland Federation of 
Building Trades Employers from 1920 to 
1922; was appointed treasurer in 1923, and, 
in the same year, was presented with an 
illuminated address. He also served as 2 
Midlands representative on the administra- 
tive committee and the Council of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers from 1914 to 1923. Owing to 
ill-health, Mr. Moffat resigned from all 
Federation activities at the end of that period. 

He was an honorary fellow of the Insti- 
tute of Builders and was a corresponding 
member of the committee which produced 
the early editions of the Standard Method 
of Measurement of building works. 

His main interest in Federation work was 
in contract matters, and he will be remem- 
bered in particular for his efforts in con- 
nection with the negotiations with the town 
clerk’s department of the City of Birming- 
ham, which resulted in the production in 
1913 of the general-conditions of contract 
for building works, which, with little altera- 
tion, is the contract document still in use. 


W. E. Harrison 


THE DEATH has occurred, at the age of 65, 
of Mr. William Edward Harrison, the York- 
shire steeplejack. Mr. Harrison was the son 
and grandson of steeplejacks—his grand- 
father founded the business at Regent-terrace, 
Sheffield, in 1854, and his father was the 
first man to climb Nelson’s Column, in 1896 
—and he leaves three sons, one carrying on 
his Sheffield business, and two in business 
as steeplejacks at Darlington. 

Mr. Harrison retained among his papers 
the original handwritten report on Nelson’s 
Column made by his father, who had had 
to wire the column for the ascent to prevent 
marking the stonework. The report shows 
that he found Nelson’s left arm was a 
separate piece joined to the figure, and was 
badly fractured. The right foot was broken, 
and cement-work badly perished. 
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Number of Dwellings Completed 


[N reply to a question by Lady Pepler 

about the number of new dwellings com- 
pleted by the London County Council in the 
first quarters of 1951, 52 and 53, Mr. A. 
REGINALD STAMP, chairman of the housing 
committee, said at the council’s meeting on 
May 5:— 

The number of new homes completed by 
the council in the first quarter of 1953 shows 
decreases of 23 per cent. and 15 per cent. 
as compared with the first quarters of 1950 
and 1951 respectively. The corresponding 
figures for the country as a whole show 
increases of 45 per cent. and 58 per cent. 
respectively. 

As has been repeatedly stated in answer 
to similar questions, the position of London 
is not comparable with that of the rest of 
the country. The speed and promptness of 
the council’s housing drive has meant the 
earlier run down of the out-county sites and 
a consequent concentration on flatted estates 
inside the county. 
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TOWN PLANNING 


INSTITUTE 
Twenty-seventh Annual Country 
Meeting 

THE 27TH ANNUAL COUNTRY 
MEETING of the Town Planning Institute 
was held at Brighton on May 8. In the 
morning a paper on “ Mutual Endeavours 
in Planning,” was presented jointly by Mr. 
L. S. Jay, AMTPI, AMICE, AMIMunE, 
County Planning Officer, East Sussex, and 
Mr. D. J. Howe, MICE, MIMunE, Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor and Planning Officer, 
Brighton, and in the afternoon Mr. J. G. 
Jefferson, MTPI, MICE, County Planning 
Officer, West Sussex, read a paper entitled 
“ Preservation and Progress in West Sussex,” 
which was illustrated by colour trans- 
parencies. The chair was taken by the 
president of the Institute, Mr. S. | ie «3 
Beaufoy, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI. 


The Problems of Brighton and the 
County 


[% the first part of the morning’s paper 
Me. L. S. Jay referred to the way in 
which the South Downs were being menaced 
by the wide and expanding residential belt 
along the coast. ; 

“In the protection of the visual ameni- 
ties of the South Downs,” he said, “ the East 
Sussex County Council at considerable cost— 
that would have been much greater but for 
the efforts of voluntary bodies and public- 
spirited action on the part of many land- 
owners—and with the primitive tools of the 
1932 Act succeeded in their efforts to safe- 
guard large areas of the Downs against de- 
velopment that threatened and might other- 
wise have taken similar form to the now 
famous Peacehaven. 

“In this South Downs area the Brighton 
Corporation are important landowners and 
within their ownership, following heavy 
damage during the war years, many farms 
and other buildings with great care and sym- 
pathy have been restored. 

“In the sense that the South Downs re- 
flect many factors leading to the conclusion 
that development should be restricted they 
may be considered as a barrier. This barrier 
lies behind not only the County Borough 
but the Municipal Borough of Hove and the 
Urban District of Portslade lying between 
the County Borough and the West Sussex 
County Borough, as well as behind Peace- 
haven in the Chailey Rural District and the 
Urban Districts of Newhaven and Seaford. 
The ‘Service Areas’ over which the influ- 
ence of these centres extends is severely 
limited by this barrier, and it appears that 
only at the highest functional level, as a 
regional centre, does the influence of Brigh- 
ton reach over the Downs to a wide rural 
hinterland. 

“ Through this barrier the electrified Lon- 
don/ Brighton railway and the Brighton road 
drive their way into a restricted coastal belt. 

“Throughout the County, therefore, 
accessibility is the key to urban growth, 
dominated by the fact that due south of 
London the Croydon Gap in the North 
Downs through which the electrified railway 
passes leads directly to Brighton, the South 
Downs and the sea. 

“It is something of a paradox that this 
railway, primarily intended to connect the 
metropolis with the growing coastal resorts, 
electrified as recently as the early nineteen- 
thirties, is now straddled by the Crawley New 
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Town and intended, it seems, to serve Gat- 
wick as an alternative to London Airport. 
These and other developments further north 
now begin to restrict development in the 
south. 

“It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
problems of Brighton and the County are 
closely interwoven, and towards a solution 
of these problems our mutual endeavours 
are directed.” 


The Development Trends of Brighton 


[N the second part of the paper, Mr. D. J. 

Howe dealt with the subject from the 
point of view of the Brighton Corporation. 
He began by giving a brief history of Brigh- 
ton and told of its development in relation 
to the neighbouring towns and surrounding 
area. 

Referring to the central areas he said these 
were entirely within the confines of the 
Borough before the boundaries were ex- 
tended in 1928. 

This extension resulted in an increase in 
the area from 2,714 acres to 12,504 and in- 
cluded large areas of downland, undeveloped 
land and the old villages of Patcham, Oving- 
dean and Rottingdean. 

The redevelopment of many portions of 
what might be termed this central area was, 
of course, a pressing problem, he said, and 
without the complete abandonment of 
accepted standards they would have to pro- 
vide for a considerable overspill from these 
areas. The outer areas could provide 
accommodation for some of this overspill. 
The ultimate population of Brighton had 
been accepted as 170,000. Migration in- 
wards during the last five years had been 
at the rate of 800 per annum and it was 
extremely likely that if the sites in the outer 
areas were developed before redevelop- 
ment took place in the central areas, then 
accommodation would be required for a 
population of 7,000 outside the Borough 
boundary. 

Building v. Agriculture 

It was indeed unfortunate that with a hilly 
town like Brighton the best building land 
was in the valleys and this also had the 
highest agricultural value. This conflict be- 
tween housing and agricultural interests was 
not only local but national, and there did 
not appear to be an easy solution. ‘ Those 
of us concerned with housing and close to 
its problems have, I am certain, always 
shown ourselves willing to consider such 
agricultural interests,” he said. “ Evidence 
of the New Towns at Harlow and Crawley 
has shown that flats are not popular as 
dwellings. We must not, therefore, allow 
ourselves to be coerced into building large 
blocks of flats in which the great majority 
of the people have no wish to live.” 

It was difficult to be convinced that a few 
hundred acres of agricultural land surround- 
ing large towns were so valuable from an 
agricultural interest when there were so many 
thousands of acres of agricultural land in 
Yorkshire, Devonshire, Cornwall and many 
other counties which were definitely not 
farmed to their maximum food-bearing 
capacity. The difference in capital involved 
between building large blocks of flats and 
houses would very materially assist in the 
construction of the necessary farms and 
bringing the land into full productive value. 

The main development trends deduced 
from the survey might, he thought, be stated 
as “the growing extent of the tendency of 
the town to develop more and more as a 
dormitory and residential town and the grow- 





, May 22 1953 


ing influence of light industry in th- town 
economic life.” Thus, while the retail 
of its popularity and prosperity as 2 seaside 
holiday resort must be a primary considera- 
tion in any future development of th. 


c > town, 
due regard must be paid to each of those 
other functions so that none might be sacri- 


ficed in the interest of another, and that each 
might be developed to play its ful! part in 
the life of a properly balanced and inte- 
grated community. 


Preservation versus Progress 
° HE idea that the beauty of Sussex js 

something to be jealously guarded js 
very strong in the hearts and minds of the 
people who live in this part of England.” 
said Mr. JOHN G. JEFFERSON, when he read 
his paper on the “ Preservation and Progress 
in West Sussex” in the afternoon. 

“We do not need propaganda to per- 
suade them. But times are changing and 
the scene is changing, and we have to accept 
the advent of precast concrete and asbestos 
sheeting, of overhead electric cables, of 
airfields and by-pass roads, though we may 
not like them. The requirements of a 
modern age are so often in conflict with 
the desire to preserve things as they are; 
and this conflict sets a problem which plan- 
ning authorities have to solve. It is the 
problem of preservation versus progress.” 

Referring to the difficulties in knitting 
new council houses into the pattern of the 
country villages, he said there were many 
examples in West Sussex where it had suc- 
cessfully been done. 

“In many of the villages the council 
houses built between 1945 and 1953 have 
been arranged around a small green. This 
is an attractive, not to say economical, 
arrangement. But in those days we were 
dealing with land at existing use value. 
Now, faced with the likelihood of having 
to pay building land price for the green, 
local authorities are most reluctant to adopt 
such layouts, even with the possibility of 
Government grant. In many cases the dis- 
trict councils are suggesting building over 
existing greens on grounds of economy. 
The attitude of the housing authorities is 
understandable; but fallacy lies in the fact 
that the ‘development value’ of the green, 
which is the item which costs the money, 
is by the process of preservation merely 
shifted to some other part of the village, 
a point clearly brought out in the Uthwatt 
Report. One hopes that what might be 
called ‘the problem of the small open 
space’ will receive consideration when the 
new Bill is being drafted.” 


The Holiday-maker 


An important factor which eacl year 
tended more and more to change the face 
of Sussex, he said, was the holiday-maker, 
whether he came in a caravan, as a motorist, 
or by coach or train, : 

The Development Plan made no special 
provision for holiday camps (apart from the 
established ones) or for caravan sites, ‘hough 
the existing sites provided, in all, sccom- 
modation for approximately 5,000 c2’2vans. 
To find new sites for caravan camps which 
were near the sea, which did not volve 
loss of food production, which weie not 
detrimental to amenity, but which were 
reasonably near to shopping faciliti:s, was 
well nigh impossible, and many 0! | 
existing sites were an unhappy comp:omise. 
It was the policy of the County “ouncil 
to refuse permission for “all-thc-year- 
round” sites and to require the removal of 
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the caravans from the site each year at the 
end of October, though there were a few 
exceptions to this general rule. 

In this way they ensured that the sites 
were used, in the main, for holiday-making 
and not as sub-standard housing sites, and, 
in their view, the physical removal of the 
caravans each autumn helped to retain the 
natural and rural character of the site, though 
there were many people who did not agree 
with this policy. 


Industry 

fo fit industrial buildings satisfactorily 
into the Sussex landscape presented a major 
problem, he said. Even agricultural, and 
particularly horticultural, buildings often 
struck a jarring note, and they had gone to 
very considerable pains over their siting. 

There could be no doubt that the first 
step towards the removal of the unsatisfac- 
tory non-conforming factory to a more 
suitable site was for the district council to 
own land in an industrial area in which 
sites could readily be made available to the 
firm concerned. Chichester City had adopted 
this policy with success. Worthing and 
Horsham had designated such sites in the 
Development Plan, and Littlehampton and 
Bognor Regis had allocated sites which they 
were hoping to purchase by agreement. As 
for factory buildings, there were fine 
examples of modern industrial architecture 
in Crawley New Town which were very well 
worth inspection. 

On the subject of advertisements ‘Mr. 

Jefferson said that they had not defined 
any areas of special control within the 
county because they had not been convinced 
as to the need or the desirability to do so. 
But they believed that their control of adver- 
tisements, particularly in the rural areas, 
was no less strict on that account. Many 
of the district councils had been active in 
challenging existing advertisements, and of 
the cases which had gone to appeal, approxi- 
mately 75 per cent. had been dismissed by 
the Minister. They believed that the policy 
of allowing standard signs at petro) filling 
stations on the clear understanding that other 
extraneous advertisement signs were re- 
moved was producing good results. 
_ Finally, he spoke of the problem of change 
in the social and economic life of the people, 
which had brought with it the conversion 
of the larger houses into flats, boarding- 
houses or offices. The character of some 
of the older residential areas in Worthing 
was undergoing such a change. Moreover, 
they were receiving applications for a very 
high percentage of bungalows which did 
not always fit in satisfactorily with their 
more lofty neighbours. 

A reduction of standards for reasons of 
economy had resulted in a change in the 
general appearance of housing estates, though 
he believed it was true that the standard 
of design was higher than before. Credit 
tor this should go to their panel of archi- 
tects, whose labours were slowly and steadily 
bearing fruit. 





House Plans by City Council 


Co overcome the problem of the growing 
number of temporary dwellings in Brisbane, 
the City Council has prepared 12 house 
designs for unit buildings for the lower 
income earning groups. The houses have 
Seen specially designed to suit the Brisbane 
‘imate, and the plans are available for 
purchase at the City Hall. Each plan is for 


a pr house costing from £1,600 to 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 


Success of Prefabricated Building 
Section at Earls Court 


(THE prefabricated building section at 

Earls Court comprising exhibits from 
20 firms and including 12 complete furnished 
houses and a 4,000 sq. ft. aluminium hospital- 
school unit proved a highly successful ven- 
ture. In scale it was easily the greatest com- 
bined display this promising export industry 
has yet staged, and proved one of the big 
attractions of the Fair, which closed on May 
8. Advance publicity was plentiful and 
widespread, including broadcast talks from 
the BBC and several foreign radio stations 
as well as direct invitations mailed by the 
Board of Trade to more than 3,000 potential 
buyers abroad and by the exhibitors to a 
similar number in Britain. There was also 
special attention given to this new section 
in the BIF advance catalogue mailed to 
15,000 overseas business men, and in the 
normal pre-Fair publicity. 

On the Saturday before the Fair opened 
the section was chosen by the BBC for a 
half-hour television programme. It was 
also one of the four sections covered by a 
sound broadcast on the Home Service on the 
opening Monday. Throughout the Fair 
there were frequent references to it in radio 
talks and news bulletins and it also provided 
much material for three talks on the industry 
broadcast by Alastair Dunnett. 

A number of visitors to the section could 
not be separately recorded from those to the 
London centres of the Fair as a whole, but 
the number of overseas buyers registered at 
Earls Court during the Fair was 5,707 and 
at Olympia 5,338. Corresponding figures 
for home buyers were 21,507 and 26,367. 
Overseas buyers and most home buyers on 
registering received a buyer’s badge which 
gives them unrestricted admission to any of 
the Fair buildings, and it is probable that 
few of them failed to visit Earls Court at 
least once, and many of them came several 
times. There is little doubt that the pre- 
fabricated building section was visited by 
more than 10,000 overseas buyers and 40,000 
home buyers. The Fair organisers give 
much credit to the section for the fact that 
Earls Court’s proportion of the total Fair 
visitors in all three categories this year was 
much greater than Olympia’s in relation to 
last year. The furnished houses naturally 
proved mpst popular with the visitors, the 
average number to go through each house 
during the 11 days of the Fair being esti- 
mated at 15,000. 

The section was honoured by a visit from 
Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh, who entered three of the houses 
and the school hospital unit. Other visitors 
included the Minister of Works, Mr. David 
Eccles, who, in a speech from the section, 
announced that Britain now leads the world 
in exports of prefabricated buildings, the 
Lord Privy Seal, the President of the Board 
of Trade and the Director of Housing for 
the United States Armed Forces. Another 
keenly interested visitor was the Liberian 
Minister for Trade and Agriculture, who 
brought his Minister in London for a final 
view on the Saturday morning when demoli- 
tion of the buildings was started. 

At the end of the Fair exhibitors were 
almost unanimous in expressing their satis- 
faction with the number and quality of in- 
quiries received. Though orders on the spot 
were not expected, several exhibitors were 
able to record them and all were agreed that 
they had opened business negotiations which 
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iu Many cases represented possible orders 
worth a million and more pounds. Visitors 
to the section were most favourably im- 
pressed by the quality, variety, adaptability 
and good appearance of the exhibits. There 
is reason to believe that when inquiries have 
had time to mature the exhibitors will have 
found their participation very well worth 
while, and there is no doubt at all that the 
section, by ‘its publicity before and during 
the Fair, has given a very valuable boost to 
the industry as a whole. 


JAAS CORONATION 
BANQUET 
Association’s Aims Defined 
G PEAKING at the Coronation Banquet 

and Ball held at Grosvenor House, 
London, on May 15, by the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors, 
Lorp Mancrort, MBE, Lord-in-Waiting, re- 
vealed a deep sympathy for the architec- 
tural profession. He considered them to 
fall into the category of a visual art, and 
to be consequently open to the criticism of 
every Tom, Dick or Harry who always 
knew far more about the profession than 
they themselves. His own opinion was that 
the Festival Concert Hall was the worst 
building to be erected in this century, and 
it had only served to increase his admira- 
tion for the Albert Memorial. He hoped 
the architectural profession would realise 
and take advantage of the opportunities to 
leave a suitable and lasting mark upon the 
face of the earth. 

ALDERMAN F. W. Dean, DL, JP, FRSanl, 
president of the Association, said that their 
educational standard was one of the highest 
and that admission to the Association was 
now only obtained by having passed the 
examinations or possessing one of the quali- 
fications afforded by universities and other 
institutions. He hoped that it would not be 
long before they were granted the conces- 
sion of a Royal Charter. The objects of the 
Association were to ensure the highest stan- 
dards of quality of work in the various de- 
partments and to protect the interests of the 
public. He appreciated the presence of so 
many members and guests, coming as they 
did from all corners of the country, as it 
indicated a fresh interest in the Association’s 
affairs. 

In proposing a toast to “ Our Guests and 
the Professions,” Mr. A. C. Bossom, MP, 
FRIBA, stated his belief that they were liv- 
ing in an age which could be made the 
greatest architectural age in England’s his- 
tory. There were opportunities now of 
making the City of London the great centre 
of the Empire. But it must be rebuilt by 
men who understood the task. It was up 
to them, the architects, to undertake the job, 
with the co-operation of other great bodies. 
They should get together and make the de- 
signs something on which to look back. 
They had the skill and ability but were not 
working to their utmost, and it was neces- 
sary to persuade the people of London tv 
let them have the opportunity and to make 
good use of it. 

Mr. E. Jerreriss MatHews, OBE, 
FRIBA, ARICS, chairman of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council, said, in his re- 
sponse to the toast: “ We are perhaps privi- 
leged as architects. Gone are the days when 
we designed follies, and everything we do 
now must be tied to economics. It is a 
challenge to which we must rise, and it is 
up to us to keep up with this need.” 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


Founder Membership Decision 


AT the last executive council meeting of 

the Building Surveyors’ Institute, recom- 
mendations and requests from regional and 
area committees led to the passing of a 
resolution allowing founder membership to 
remain open until the end of December 
this year. 

The regional and area committees were 
anxious that there should be ample oppor- 
tunity to make more generally known the 
aims and activities of the Institute, and to 
allow all suitable and eligible building 
surveyors opportunities to become members. 

There are now five regional committees 
in the country with area committees in 
London, Plymouth, Cardiff, Birmingham, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Glasgow, 
Derby and Cambridge. The area committees 
are responsible for organising local activities, 
meetings and educational visits, and many 
already have very full programmes for the 
summer. The annual general meeting of the 
Institute will be held this year at Birm- 
ingham on September 26. 

The general secretary, Mr. George Wain, 
of 73, Manor Park-crescent, Sheffield 2, will 
be pleased to send full details of the Insti- 
tute to any interested party. 


DRAPERS’ COTTAGE HOMES 
Annual Festival 


\ YJ HEN providing homes in which the old 

people could spend their declining 
years, it was essential to forget the idea of 
charity and to bear in mind the thought 
that they were still individual persons. This 
view was expressed by Sir THOMAS BENNETT, 
CBE, FRIBA, at the 121st Annual Festival 
of the Linen and Woollen Drapers’ Institu- 
tion and Cottage Homes, held on May 14 at 
the Savoy Hotel, London. Major A. 
Huskisson, OBE, MC, President of the 
Appeal, was in the chair. 

The aim of the Institution, Sir Thomas 
said, was to give the old people a secure re- 
tirement and also to preserve the indepen- 
dence of life which was so necessary to a 
person’s happiness. The separate homes and 
the medical and recreational facilities to be 
made available on the “ Leylands,” Derby, 
and Mill Hill estates, were fulfilling a great 
present-day need. The residents furnished 
their homes to their own tastes, and were 
encouraged to look upon them as their own 
and as places where they could entertain 
friends and relations. Experience gained in 
the administration of the existing homes at 
Mill Hill had provided a sound basis for the 
design of the new estate at Derby. 

Major A. HUSKISSON, in responding to 
the toast of “The Cottage Homes and the 
President of the Appeal,” referred to the 
sum of £64,515 representing the final figure 
of the year’s appeal. They had hoped for a 
higher figure, he said. but all were agreed 
that the stewards had done their best. It had 
been a difficult year, and several national 
appeals had made their call upon the fund, 
including the Lynmouth disaster and the 
King George VI Memorial Fund. 

Mr. WiLtiaM H. Eporn, MBE, president 
of the Cottage Homes, emphasised the ex- 
cellent progress which had been made during 
the past year. The number of homes built 
at Derby had increased from 19 to 46. He 
hoped that by that time the following year 
there would be a similar increase. Sums had 
been allocated from the fund to form valu- 
able reserves, and they hoped to have the 
estate at Derby erected in one contract. 
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The eight-acre “Leylands” Estate at 
Derby has been purchased by the Linen and 
Woollen Drapers’ Institution as an exten- 
sion to their existing cottage homes estate. 
The new homes have been designed by Sir 
Thomas Bennett, CBE, FRIBA, architect to 
the Board of Management, and these will 
provide further accommodation for some 120 
retired members of the trade. The existing 
mansion house has been converted to shelter 
18 residents, and at least 75 cottages will be 
built. Two blocks of 12 flats have been 
designed for single women, and a rest house 
and nursing facilities will be available. The 
capital outlay involved is £334,000, over half 
of which has already been donated. To com- 
plete the estate, more than £100,000 is 
needed. 


TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


Dr. Garbett’s Presidential Address 


DF CYRIL GARBETT, the Archbishop 

of York, in his presidential address 
at the annual general meeting of the 
Town and Country Planning Association on 
May 13, paid tribute to the progress of work 
in the New Towns during the past year. He 
stressed the need for more community 
centres, in order that the tenants might enjoy 
a real corporate life. He welcomed the 
Town Development Act, 1952, as another 
step forward in that it provided facilities for 
existing country towns to accept people from 
congested areas. If this Act was used it 
would do something to counteract the 
tendency of large towns to continue to 
spread to such an extent that those who 
lived in them became almost completely 
separated from the health and beauty of the 
countryside. 

“The tendency to encourage the building 
of flats as against separate houses with 
gardens,” said Dr. Garbett, “is causing the 
Town and Country Planning Association 
considerable anxiety. I am clear that there 
must be some flats; whether we like them 
or not they should have a place in most 
housing schemes; often it is only by the 
building of blocks of flats that accommoda- 
tion can be found for workers who must live 
close to their work, and this is especially 
important for those who in dock areas must 
often start their work very early in the 
morning; and, strange as it may seem to 
those who would always prefer houses, there 
is undoubtedly a minority of our fellow 
countrymen who would prefer to live in 
flats. In a democratic country it is only 
right that we should meet their wishes. 

“ But on broad lines of principle we should 
support the building of houses rather than 
flats. There is no doubt that the majority 
of people want houses. Survey after survey 
has made it plain that possibly 90 per cent. 
would rather have a house than live in a 
tenement. Those who argue that the housing 
problem can best be solved by building large 
blocks of tenement flats, advance two argu- 
ments in addition to the one I have already 
mentioned. They say it is more economical. 
I am doubtful if this would prove to be 
so. There are many housing experts who 
would vigorously contest this claim. It is 
also urged that by keeping the people within 
the towns it will save the destruction of land 
outside which now is used for agricultural 
purposes. It is, of course, of great importance 
that suitable land for the production of food 
should be carefully preserved, but it has 
been calculated that not more than one per 
cent. of rural land would be required for 
housing and town development. 
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CAREERS IN BUILDING 


National President on Opportunities 
for Advancement to Highest ?’ osts 


7 

ME: WILFRED HORSPALL, National 
president, speaking at the annuai dinner 

of the South Wales Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at Lianelly on May 15, 
said that at a time when the whole of industry 
was concerned with the problem of finding 
skilled men for the future, the builcing jn- 
dustry could congratulate itself on its appren- 
ticeship scheme. The industry was second 
to none in the opportunities it offered to the 
young men who were determined to get on, 


“ Building apprenticeship is the first rung 
on the ladder to the more responsible and 
higher-paid executive posts in the industry, 
and we want more boys leaving school, and 
their parents and headmasters, to know of 
the opportunities our scheme provides for a 
first-class training in the building crafts,” he 
declared. 


“Good progress has been made with our 
National Apprenticeship Scheme and the 
number of indentured apprentices is higher 
now than it has ever been in the past, but 
we still need more young men of the right 
type to train for the vast programme of build- 
ing work that faces us. Nothing is more 
certain than that there can be no fear of 
unemployment in the building industry for 
many, many years. Therefore a youth who 
serves the recognised apprenticeship under 
our scheme will not only have prepared him- 
self for a useful, worthwhile and satisfying 
trade but will be sure of a demand for his 
skill and ability.” 


All building apprenticeships came under 
the supervision of the National Joint Appren- 
ticeship Board through a local joint appren- 
ticeship committee, so that parents had the 
added assurance that their boys would be 
properly looked after during their training, 
Mr. Horsfall continued. Close supervision 
of every apprentice’s work and progress was 
given by the employers and operatives who 
served on the local joint apprenticeship com- 
mittee, and the fact that a representative 
of that committee signed each deed of ap- 
prenticeship as a fourth party helped to en- 
sure that there were no round pegs in square 
holes and that every apprentice who applied 
himself to his job got a comprehensive train- 
ing in the craft best suited to him. 

“I want to make this quite clear there 
is nothing standing in the way of a bu ding 
apprentice today to prevent him from be- 
coming the building chief of tomorrow. 
Hundreds of members of our federation who 
now coutrol large building organisations 
served their apprenticeship in one 0! ae 
building crafts in their early days. We «re 
anxious to keep things this way for ii ¢a- 
sures that the road is open for those whe 
ar determined to get to the top. Fvery- 
thing depends on the effort each lad is ve 
pared to make during the years o! 1! 
training.” 

To encourage those young men who w. a 
to get on the NFBTE Prize Scheme of.‘ 
medals and cash awards annually to |: - 
who made the extra effort and got be i 
their purely craft training to take 
National Certificates, which were a gen ee 
qualification in building and opened the 
to the executive posts. 

“It is true to say that under the Bui':'0g 
Apprenticeship scheme every apprentice nas 


the equivalent of the Field Marshal’s 6:0? 
in his tool kit,” Mr. Horsfall added. 
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A PLASTER BOARD DRY 
PARTITION 
Light and Easily Erected 


A lightweight, dry partition which is 
9 claimed to have the qualities of low 
cost, high fire resistance and good thermal 
and sound insulation, has been introduced 
by the British Plaster Board, Ltd. 


It consists of two “ Paramount” plaster 
wallboards separated by a fibrous interior 
in the form of square cells. The cellular 
interiors are coated with the same strong 
adhesive which is used to attach them to the 
boards, so that the complete constructjon 
forms a rigid unit, resistant to fire and ver- 
min. The partition is 2} in. thick when con- 
structed with ?in. thick facing boards and 
24 in. thick when constructed with 4 in. thick 
facing boards. It is produced in stock sizes 
of 7 ft. 6in. or 8 ft. long by 3 ft. wide. 


The partition can be sawn with a car- 
penter’s panel saw. Off-cuts have the same 
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FLOOR FIXING 


(1) ** Paramount "' Dry Partition 
(2) and (3) 14” x 1” Timber Battens 
(4) 2” Quadrant 
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Cut-away view of partition, showing 
cellular fibrous interior. 


strength as the original panel and may be 
used in the construction of airing cupboards, 
built-in wardrobes, meter cupboards, etc. 
The exposed surfaces of the partition are 
prepared to receive suitable decorative treat- 
ment. 
































(1) ‘* Paramount "’ Dry Partition 


(2) Temporary Batten 
(3) ‘* Thistle’ Plaster Baseboard or 
Lath with Plastered Finish or 


** Paramount "’ Wallboard 





BUILDING NEAR ST. PAUL’S 


Proposed New Development Defended 


[HE PROPOSED new building at the western 
end of Cheapside was the subject of ques- 
tions at the meeting of the Court of Common 
Council on May 14. 

CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE asked the chair- 
man of the improvements and town plan- 
ning committee whether his attention had 
been drawn to the combined criticism in 
The Times regarding the possibility of the 
proposed building adversely affecting St. 
Paul's Cathedral. As the plan was discussed 
at length in that court and fully reported 
upon and illustrated, was there now any 
justification for such belated criticism? 

_ Mr. C. F. Gienny replied that the criti- 
cism was founded on an Academy picture, 
and it Was not to be expected that those who 
criticised in that way could be fully ac- 
guainted with the precautions taken to see 
that the building was in every way worthy 
of the surroundings and St. Paul’s. The 
Dean and Chapter, the Royal Fine Art Com- 
m ssion, and some eminent architects had 
been consulted, and it was decided that the 
simpler background of Georgian architec- 
ture would be most effective in enhancing 
the cathedral. 

_ The criticism did not make it clear that 
the new building was not actually abutting 
on the cathedral. 
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LMBA 
Rebuilding the City 


SJR HAROLD WEBBE, MP, was again 

the chief speaker at the annual “ City ” 
luncheon in the Armourers’ Hall, given by 
the LMBA’s No, 3 Area. Mr. F. G. Luker, 
chairman of the area, presided, and among 
the guests were representatives of the Minis- 
try of Works and the town clerks, borough 
surveyors, borough engineers and other local 
government officials from boroughs covered 
by the area, which, in addition to the City, 
includes Bethnal Green, (Finsbury, Hack- 
ney, Holborn, Poplar, Shoreditch and Step- 
ney. 

Replying to the toast of the guests, pro- 
posed by Mr. L. E. Mullen, hon. treasurer 
of the area, Sin HAROLD Wesse said that the 
building industry had done a magnificent 
job in building houses for the people since 
the end of the war. That job was now pretty 
well in hand, and the industry should be 
able to reach the Government's figure of 
300,000 houses a year within the next few 
months, and thanks to its new plant, new 
methods of working and new techniques to 
exceed all post-war records. Before them lay 
another task, the rebuilding of the City of 
London, which was vital to our survival and 
to the future prosperity of the country. He 
hoped that it would not be long before the 
entire resources of the building industry were 
mobilised in the City so that its rebuilding 
could be undertaken as one great operation. 

Mr. R. S. Williams, senior vice-president 
of the LMBA, proposed the toast of the area, 
and the chairman replied. 


Stonemason Apprentices’ Examination 
THe LONDON ASSOCIATION of Master 
Stonemasons are holding their apprentices’ 
annual examination on Saturday, June 13, 
at the Nine Elms Stone Masonry Works, 
Battersea. Some 70 boys will be taking 
art. 
. The annual prize-giving is to be held in 
the LMBA council chamber on September 
22. The prizes, as in previous years, will 
be presented by the Master of the Worship- 
ful Company of Masons. 


THE HOUSING TARGET 


Minister’s Decision Welcomed by 
Builders 

SPEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Eastern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at Felixstowe on Wednes- 
day, Mr. Witrrep HorsPALL, National 
president, said that building trades employers 
welcomed Mr. Macmillan’s decision to keep 
the housing target steady at 300,000 houses 
a year. — 

“This should resdlt in a balanced pro- 
gramme under which more factories, schools, 
hospitals and offices will be built and a 
much larger number of the houses at present 
in disrepair being made habitable,” he 
declared. “As Mr. Macmillan has 
acknowledged, the greater the freedom given 
to the private enterprise builder, the greater 
will be his response, and the more will local 
authorities be able to concentrate, as they 
did in the 1930's, on slum clearance.” 





Industrial Art Competitions 
The Royal Society of Arts have just pub- 
lished a booklet containing the report of 
their Industrial Art Bursaries Competition 
for 1952, and giving particulars of the com- 
petition for 1953. a 













NEWS IN BRIEF 


UK Exports to North America 


UK exports to Canada in April were a 
record, and exports to the USA were also 
high. The provisional total of £29.8 m. for 
exports to North America was well above 
both the best month last year, £28.6 m. in 
October, and the high level of some £27 m. 
a month achieved in April-August, 1951. It 
exceeded the first quarter average by £5.7 m. 
(24 per cent.). 


Portrait Presentation 


A portrait executed by Harold William- 
son, RWA, of the retiring Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, Alderman D. Gosling, was pre- 
sented to the Town Hall Committee on 
May 8 by the president of the Manchester 
and District Branch of the Federation of 
Master Painters and Decorators. Alder- 
man Gosling was president of the Manches- 
ter and District Branch from 1944-46. 


Housing Shortage Prophecy 

“I am prepared to prophesy that the back 
of the housing problem in Kidderminster 
will be broken within two years,” said the 
chairman of the town council’s housing com- 
mittee, Alderman Lieut-Colonel F. D. H. 
Burcher, when on April 21 he opened the 
first three of the 540 houses which are to 
be built on the new council housing estate 
at Comberton, Kidderminster. 


Census of Production 


A builder, Mr. A. Lewis, of 248, Fleetwood- 
road, Blackpool, trading as A. Lewis and 
Co., was fined £10 with five guineas costs 
at Thames Magistrates’ Court on April 14 
when he was found guilty of failing to 
furnish information required for a census of 
production. Mr. A. Knighton, a Board of 
Trade clerk, said that he had written to Mr. 
Lewis and sent him three reminders but had 
received no reply. 


Federation’s Anniversary 


The annual luncheon of the British Cast 
Concrete Federation was held on April 28 
at the Connaught Rooms, London. The 
guest of honour was Mr. Howard Robertson, 
president of the RIBA. The Federation is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, 
and has published a special anniversary 
bulletin in which it reviews the quarter 
century. Among its contents are the various 
applications of cast concrete that have been 
developed. 


Hotel Modernisation 


As part of a country-wide programme of 
modernising their hotels, refreshment rooms, 
etc., to cater for the peak tourist demands 
of Coronation year, the Hotels Executive of 
the British Transport Commission have now 
completed at a cost of roughly £250,000 the 
restoration and redecoration of the Charing 
Cross Hotel, which was built in 1865. In 
just over a year, the main job of rebuilding 
the upper floors and installing central heat- 
ing throughout and additional bathrooms has 
been completed. Over 90 modern bedrooms 
have been provided, making 250 in all, all 
of which are already let for the Coronation 
period. At a cost of nearly £200,000, other 
hotels owned by the British Transport Com- 
mission, including those at Perth, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Liverpool Street and 
Paddington (London), Birmingham, New- 
castle, Bradford, York and St. Ives have been 
the subject of extensive improvements and 
renovation. 


THE BUILDER 


EXCESSIVE SUMMER 


OVERTIME 
National Federation’s Warning 
HE prospect of fine weather and lighter 
evenings is likely to bring pressure on 
the building industry from many directions 
to work more overtime. While the respon- 
sible organisations in the industry agree that 
reasonable amounts of overtime can yield 
greater production, they have also empha- 
sised from time to time that, over a period, 
excessive overtime (and especially week-end 
working) results in disorganisation, or even 
in abuses, and this leads to a lower level of 
production. 

It is understood that recently the NFBTE 
have again called attention to this danger. 
The Federation recalls that in January, 
1950, the National Joint Council recom- 
mended that local joint committees should 
consider all applications for overtime on 
their merits, but that where rigid control 
had been adhered to since the settlement of 
1945 (which had stopped the working of 


“ systematic ” overtime) such rigidity might be 


relaxed to some extent. So far as is known, 
local joint overtime committees have exer- 
cised their powers reasonably in the last three 
years and deserving cases have not, generally 
speaking, been refused. 


The main reasons why too much 
systematic overtime is regarded by building 
organisations as undesirable are:— 

(a) It is the policy of the industry to 
raise the output per man during the normal 
working hours: this could be higher than 
at present and the working of incentives 
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schemes is the chosen method of achieving 
this; 

(b) experience, particularly Curing the 
war, has shown that the system» ic work. 
ing of overtime increases costs. Costs are 
already high and the new rate of holidays. 
with-pay contributions is an added burden: 

(c) where men are engaged on heavy 
work—and most building operations jp- 
volve heavy work—they do not. over 4 
prolonged period, produce as mich in a 
longer working week as they do in a nor- 
mal working week of 44 or 46! hours: 
and : 

(d) systematic overtime has sometimes 
been misused to attract labour from other 
jobs, with consequent disorganisation of 
the building programme. 


TRADE NEWS 
Price Reduction 
Kay and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., Blackhorse- 
street, Bolton, have announced that as and 
from May 11 the price of their “ Kontite” 
compression couplings have been reduced 
from plus 120 per cent. to plus 105 per cent., 
the discounts remaining as before. 


Canadian Trade Fair 


At the Canadian Internationa! Trade Fair, 
to be held in Toronto from June | to June 12, 
British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
Norfolk House, Norfolk-street, WC2, will 
show a large model of the BICC 15,000 
kVAr bank of capacitors recently supplied 
to the Shawinigan Water and Power Co., 
Ltd., of Canada. Also shown wil! be high 
voltage cables, overhead current collector 
equipment for cranes and conveyors. and a 
display based on the application of collector 
equipment to underground haulage in mines. 


Firm’s 25th Anniversary 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of 
the association of K. and L. Steelfounders 
and Engineers, Ltd., with the Gorge Cohen 
“600” Group of Companies and to cele- 
brate the occasion a gala day was held on 
May 2 at Letchworth, where the firm's pre- 
mises are situated. An illustrated brochure, 
in which is written the history and progress 
of the company, has also been issued. The 
firm to-day employs nearly 1,700 people, 
and devotes its activities almost entirely to 
two major branches of engineering—the 
production of steel castings and Jones KL 
mobile cranes. The steel foundry is one of 
the three or four biggest in the British Isles, 
and the engineering division is the largest pro- 
ducer of diesel-mechanical mobile cranes in 
the country. 


Fire Resistance 

Fire-check doorways are being m«nufac- 
tured by Linden Doors, Ltd., Cowley each, 
near Uxbridge, Middlesex, which are 
claimed to fulfil official requirements for 
half-hour and one-hour fire resistance. 
Comprising a core of “Stramit” sib, the 
half-hour type is 1} in, thick and p\ywood 


faced, and is understood to meet the :-quire- 
ments of most local authorities so far as the 
blocks of flats are concerned. Tie ont 
hour type. 2} in. thick and with a «imilar 
core, is faced with 18 gauge metal « i<cting 
calculated to meet the requirements n fac: 
tories and boiler houses where, in © dition 


to fire resistance, a surface is needed -: pable 
of withstanding knocks from such th “gs 4s 
barrows and heavy boots. The do's arf 


normally supplied as complete doorways 
hung in prepared frames, but if n¢--ss@ry 
can be purchased without the frames. °¢108 


then supplied with sauare edges. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 

Denmark.—A new plan to establish a 
road and rail connection across the Sound 
between Denmark and Sweden has been 
discussed and three leading Danish and three 
leading Swedish firms are discussing plans 
for the building of a tunnel between Sealand 
and Amager and a second tunnel between 
Amager and Saltholm, off Copenhagen. In 
the plan, Saltholm will be connected with 
Sweden at Limhamn by a bridge. ‘The pro- 
ject will take eight years. 

Egypt.—Several factories are scheduled 
for construction in Egypt during the next 
few years. Among them are a factory for 
the production of electric wire to be built 
by an Egypt-French company at a cost of 
about £100,000; factories for the manufac- 
ture of tyres, batteries, and vehicle spare 
parts, these being initiated by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry; a sugar-cane fac- 
tory which is being carefully examined by 
a German group known as the Braunsch- 
weigische Maschinebauanstalt; and a factory 
for the manufacture of pharmaceuticals 
which is being backed by a Swiss firm known 
as Ciba. It is also reported by the Societe 
Generale des Suceries et de la Raffinerie d’ 
Egypte that a number of their existing fac- 
tories are being extended and modernised. 
The Minister of Commerce and Industry has 
also announced that five groups have sub- 
mitted offers for the creation of an iron and 
steel factory which will utilise ore from the 
Aswan. These groups are Krupps of 
Germany; the Ferrostal company of 
Germany with local associates; the Egyptian 
company “NACITA” in conjunction with 
the German firm Gutehoffelugsnuette Ober- 
hause de Strikrade; a group composed of 


Demag, Dortmund Union, Gutehoffelulg- 
shuette, and Schneider—Creusot; and a 
group comprising — several well-known 


Egyptian business men in association with 
the French firm of Schneider-Creusot. 

Recent reports also confirm that the con- 
tract for the civil engineering work of the 
Aswan Dam Hydro-Electric Project has been 
awarded to the two French firms Grands 
Travaux de Marseilles and Schneider et Cie. 
In order to carry out this scheme a new 
channel will have to be cut commencing 
above the barrage. Four tunnels will also 
be dug 800 metres long, 13 metres high and 
12 metres wide. The power station when 
completed will generate 200,000 kws. The 
Egyptian Minister of Public Works, M. 
Fahmi, has also announced that about £27m. 
will be spent on the new electrification 
scheme which is just being discussed. 

The Port Council of Alexandria has sub- 
mitted proposals to the Government for the 
deepening of the port to 40 feet to permit 
transatlantic liners to berth, improvements 
to transit sheds in the Customs zone and 
the expropriation of land for the building 
: petroleum tanks near the new petroleum 
aSin, 

\n agreement signed between the Egyptian 
nd US Governments provides fur a com- 
rehensive plan to be drawn up for 
tne further industrialisation of Egypt. Pro- 
j.cts include water and power development 

emes and building of plants. An agree- 

it has also been signed under which an 
rial survey of the proposed site of the new 
ch dam, the Sudd El Aly dam south of 

\swan, will be carried out by an American 
npany. The dam will be built when the 
‘ns are finalised and approved by the 
thorities. 
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Greenland.—Some Danish shipping com- 
panies are to build harbours in Greenland. 
One of them, the Greenland Industrial and 
Commercial Company (Asgriko), is to build 
a harbour at Faeringerhavn in Greenland 
and hopes that its exampie will be followed 
by others in order to build up a local indus- 
try in the Island. This will eventually lead 
to building of factories for the fishing 
industry. 


* India—The Chief Town Engineer of the 
Tata Iron and Steel Co., Ltd., Jamshedpur, 
wishes to obtain full details of prefabricated 
houses manufactured in the UK. Those 
interested should write to him at the above 
address enclosing drawings, specifications and 
prices, fob, india. Any inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 2413. 


Nicaragua——A five-year programme has 
been drawn up by the Government of 
Nicaragua to initiate construction of a 
number of projects. A major highway net- 
work linking Managua with Granada, Leon, 
Chinandega, Jinotega, San Juan del Sur the 
Tuma Valley with the east coast is being 
planned. The entire railway system is to be 
modernised which will mean some new rail- 
way stations, and railway administrative 
buildings. The major ocean ports are to be 
rehabilitated and improvements will be made 
to extend ocean transport. Factories are to 
be built to launch new industries and a 
number of grain storage plants are also 
scheduled for erection. New industries will 
include milk concentration and pasteurisa- 
tion plants, modern slaughterhouses, 
vegetable-oil processing plants, and feed- 
mixing plants. Nicaragua is interested in 
buying British according to reports from that 
country and it is likely that building offers 
from the UK will be well considered. 


Pakistan.—The US Government is to con- 
tribute a further $3m. this year and $5m. 
in 1954 for the construction of a 
large fertiliser factory in Pakistan. The 
plant is to go into production in 1955. 

A start is to be made on the Ganges- 
Kobadak irrigation scheme which has been 
prepared by the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation in co-operation with the 
Pakistan Government. This project when 
completed will irrigate 2m, acres of land in 
the Khulna area. Preliminary work has 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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also started on the Nari-Bolan flood control 
scheme which is expected to bring another 
216,000 acres under the plough and to 
generate 1,800 kw of electric power. 


South Africa—The Dutch Reformed 
Church of the Transvaal is financing a 
£300,000 youth centre in Vermeulen-street, 
Pretoria. The building will be seven storeys 
high and will provide accommodation for 
400 people. 

In Johannesburg a new telephone exchange 
is being built to increase the facilities and 
to keep up with expanding businesses also 
being built there. The new exchange will 
occupy an entire block and will be on the 
site formerly occupied by Hilliers House and 
New Mines House. As the new building 
goes up so will demolition take place of the 
older buildings. Once the exchange has 
been built office buildings are planned to go 
up in adjoining streets. 

Building plans valued at £1,266,377 and 
£87,000 have been passed for new houses 
and business premises in Odendaalsrus. In 
addition plans for a new hospital to cost 
£140,000, a high school which will cost 
£90,000, and a city hall to be erected at a 
cost of £143,000 have been approved. The 
erection of 21 Government houses at a cost 
of approximately £63,000 has just recently 
commenced. The biggest native housing 
scheme has been approved by the Durban 
City Council. This scheme will cover 2,620 
acres at Duff’s-road. A branch railway line 
is to be linked to the scheme to enable 
natives to get to the factories. The cost 
of this scheme is said to be in the region of 
about £25m. 

A new town hall is also scheduled for 
Nelspruit on the main road from the Rand 
to Lourenco Marques on the lowveld. The 
cost is estimated at £79,130. The builders 


are the Atomic Construction Co., of 
Pretoria. Nearby will also be built a post- 
office, magistrate’s office, and swimming 


baths. 


Thailand—Plans are well advanced in 
Thailand for the erection of a Fiat assembly 
plant near Bangkok. This scheme is being 
promoted by the local Fiat organisation in 
co-operation with the Thai Ministry of 
Industries, who will have all details regarding 
the plant. In Thailand there are many plans 
for industrialisation, building of power 
stations, road construction, housing and 
other large building projects. The Inter- 
national Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development which recently sent representa- 
tives to Bangkok is known to be interested 
immediately in the installation of a hydro- 
electric plant at Yan Hee in the Tak pro- 
vince. Thailand is one of the territories 
where a great deal of building work is 
scheduled for the future and it is a firm 
market for British contractors and exporters 
of materials. 


* USA.—Messrs. W. G. Bush and Co., 
174, 3rd Avenue North, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, are interested in receiving quotations 
for any new building speciality in the hard 
material category. The Nashville firm may 
also be interested in building materials such 
as roofing felt, plasterboard, etc. UK firms 
interested should communicate direct with 
the firm by air mail, at the address given 
above, giving full particulars of their pro- 
ducts, i.e., detailed technical and illustrative 
material, prices in US dollars cif East 
Coast Port and an indication of earliest 
delivery dates. Offers should be addressed to 
Mr. Robert D. Herbert. Inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 2931-2. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


T. Harris & Sons, Ltd. (5189016.) Regd. March 30, 
83, High-st., Dunmow, Essex, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £12,000. Dir.: F. A. Harris, Friars, 
Parsonage Downs, Gt. Dunmow, Essex. 

’. Beech (Contractors), Ltd. (518036.) Reed. 
March 31, 58, Maimesbury-ter., E16, bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: F. and Lena A. Beech, 
103, Grove-hul]l, Es. 

G. W. Taylor & Son, Lid. (518040.) Regd. March 
, 11, Windsor-st., Chertsey, Surrey. Nom. cap.: 
5,000. Bidrs.. ete. Dirs.: G. W. and Mrs. T. A. 
Taylor, The Idiers, Almer’s-rd., Chertsey. 


Os 
3 


H. Hollier (Four Oaks), Lid. (51804.) Regd. 
March 31, Creamery Depot, Clarence-rd., Blake-st., 
Four Oaks, Warwicks, highway contractors, ete 


Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: H. Hollier and Mrs. M 
Hoilier, 371, Lichfield-rd., Four Oaks, Warwick 

. L. Spurgeon (Leigh-on-Sea), Ltd. 51 BOSE 
Regd. March Sl, bidrs. and decorators, contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: J. L. Spurgeon, 
Romiee, Meadow-rd., Hadleigh, Essex. 

John E. Nelson & Son, Ltd. (518057.) tegd. 
March 31, 335, Holmeside, Borough-rd., Sunderiand, 
siaters and tilers. Nom. cap.: £20,00 Dir.: J 
Nelson, Westlands, Dalton-on-Tees, nr. Darlington. 


Kenilworth Construction Co., Ltd 18064.) Regd. 
March 31, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,6 Dir.: H. 
Wolstenholme, 127, Fairmead-cres., Edgware 

Onions and Rowley, Ltd. (518075.) Regd. March 
3l, bldrs. and contractors Nom. cap £3,000. 
Durs E. and Mrs. E. M. Onions, Forton Heath 
Cottage, Montford-bridge, nr. Shrewsbury. 












S. Windsor & Sons, Ltd. (518122.) tegd. March 
31, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. 
Dir.: S. Windsor, Beaumont-rd., Blackheath, 
Birmingham 

Whittingtons (Builders Ltd. 518124.) Regd 
March 31 Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirns.: J. G. and 
Olive Whitting Chestnut-ave., Wheatley 
Hills, Doncaster. 

D. C. Freedman (Building), Ltd. (518144.) Regd 
April 1, 24, Old Steine, Brighton, 1, bldg. con 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: I. and Dinah C, 
Freedman, 50, The Droveway, Hove. 

E. G. Lehmann, Lid (518147.) Regd. April 1, 
interior decorators. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Mrs. 
E. I. Lehma 2, George-st., W.1. 

EsiSpan Bridging Co., Ltd. (518190. ) Regd 
Apr Arg hse., 29-31, Euston-rd., NW1, to con- 
struct bridges, viaducts, ete. Nom. cap.: £300. 


Sieeman Spens, 11, Sydney-rd., Wood- 
ford Green 

Hancock and Jones, Ltd. (518199.) Regd. April 1, 
bidis. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000 
Dirs H. and Mrs. D. Jones, 19, St. Marks-rd., 
Wolverhampton, 

L. D. Bloom and Sons, Ltd. 
April 1, bidrs., contractors, etc 
Dirs.: L. D. Bloom and Mrs. 
Johns-td., Ipswich. 


(518204.) Regd. 
Nom. cap.: £15,000. 
E. M. Bloom, 5, St. 


Arthur Young (Plumber), Ltd. (51824.) Regd. 
April 2. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: A. Young and 
Elizabeth Young, 617, Chorley Old-rd., Bolton, 
Lancs. 

Truswel] & Son, Ltd. (518298.) Regd. April 2, 
Coloric Works, Newcastle, Staffs, heating engr. 


Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: C. P. How, 31, Thornley- 
ave., Solihull, Warwicks. 

Meldrum (Knightsbridge), Ltd. (518316.) Regd. 
April 2, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Subs. 
J. Herbert and €. Moore, 128, Aibany-st., NW1. 

Robert Nabney, Ltd. (518320.) Regd. April 2, 
Hartehill-rd., Hartshill, Stoke-on-Trent, bldr. and 


contractor. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: R. Nabney 
and Esme F. M. Nabney, Butts Cottage, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme. 

Washington Construction Co., Ltd. (518325.) 


Regd. April 2, Washington Steel Works, Washing- 
ton, Co. Durham, structura! engrs., etc. Nom. cap. : 


£100. Dir.: S. Hunter, Wardley Hall, Wardley, 
Co. Durham. ‘ 
W. J. Barnard (Builders), Lid. (518%0.) Regd. 


April 2, 29, Heath-rd., Chadwel] Heath, Essex. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: A. W. J. Barnard, 70, Eric-rd., 
Chadwell Heath. 

Norlux Constructions, Ltd. (5183652.) Regd. April 
2, precast concrete mnfrs., civil engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Sub.: J. Camp, Blyths Wood, 145, 
Greensward-!a., Hockley. 

H. E. Turner & Son (Manchester), Ltd. (518380.) 
Regd. April 7, 26a, Pall Mall, Manchester, plumbers 
and sanitary engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: 

. E. Turner, 92, Manor-rd., Stretford, Lancs. 

Read Air Purification Co., Ltd. (518387.) Reed. 
April 7, National House, 240-244, King-st., Hammer- 
smith, W6, mnfrs., installation and research into 
heating, refrigerating and ventilating systems, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Suab.: D. R. Gardner, 69, Tyne- 
mouth-dr., Enfield, Mdx. 

Whitney and Segen, Ltd. (518399.) Regd. April 
7, 415, Green-la., Harringay, N4, bidrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: 2100. Dir.: 8. Segen, 59, Bothweil- 
rd., New Addington, Surrey. 

R, Schooley & Son, Ltd. (518416.) Regd. April 8, 
150, Hoxton-st., Shoreditch, Nl, bidg. contractor. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: R. J. Schooley, 2, Wilmer- 
hatch-la., Epsom, Surrey. 


C. L. and H, C., Chapman, Ltd. (518425.) Regd. 
April 8, bidrs. and contractors, decorators, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: J. Alston, Hyndford, 


‘Wheeler-ave., Oxted, Surrey. 
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Rowand Anderson Award 


N R. GEORGE CRUIKSHANK, of the 
a Aberdeen School of Architecture, has 
been awarded the Rowand Anderson 
Studentship of £125 and a silver medal, in 
the annual competition sponsored by the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland. 


Lifting Controls Advocated 


THE TIME had now come when controls on 
private house building could be lifted, said 
Mr. GEorRGE MartTIN, Motherwell, in his 
presidential address in Glasgow, on May 15, 
to the annual general meeting of the Scottish 
Federation of Plumbers’ and Domestic 
Engineers’ (Employers) Associations. 

The Government need not fear a flood of 
private building, he said, because, in actual 
practice, costs had now replaced licences as 
the controlling factor. Under present con- 
ditions he could not see that local authority 
housing would suffer by such a step. 

After remarking that the materials supply 
position was greatly improved, Mr. Martin 
said that the trade were increasingly coming 
up against the question of the cost of work. 
It was becoming more difficult for owners 
of property, and particularly of property con- 
trolled by the Rent Restrictions Acts, to do 
necessary repairs. 

“ The trade are doing everything they can 
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to meet the property owner,” he «aid, “ py; 
it IS a great pity that political factors have 
SO great an influence on the housin. 


ae & quest 
that a proper and realistic appro: ‘ po 
be taken towards the Rent Restrictions Acts 
and their effect on the older type «: Property 


which still houses such a large pr. 
the people.” 


Builder’s 4,000th House 


THE Keys of the 4,000th house to be 
privately built in Edinburgh }, Messrs 
Mactaggart and Mickel, Ltd, were handed 
over to the owner by the chairman of the 
company, Col. Andrew Mickel, [i., JP, at 
a presentation ceremony on May 1°. 

The house, which is a five-apartment semi- 
detached villa, is situated at 25, Silve; knowes- 
place, Davidson’s Mains. At the ceremony. 
each member of the family who have bought 
the house was presented with an electrical 
appliance for use in the home 


Portion of 


Industry in Scotland 


A BOOKLET has been issued by Scottish 
Industrial Estates, Ltd., to portray the Op- 
portunities for industrial development in 
Scotland and to record the work already 
accomplished in building new factories, |t 
is directed to the attention of manufac- 
turers contemplating the establishment of 
plants in Scotland, and to Scots men and 
women to.show them the new conditions in 
which work is being done in their country, 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to erect 24 police houses 
at Kingorth estate for which plans are in the hands 
of Alexander B. Gardner (F.), Council Architect. 
Broad-st., Aberdeen. 

Banffshire.—CC to carry out at Buckie a £25.00 
scheme for a home for Old Folks. The architect is 


William R. Wark (A.), County Offices, Cullea, 
Banffshire. 
Cambuslang.—Pians for new Catholic church, halls 


and Presbytery, for The Diocese of Motherwell, which 
are to be erected at Halfway, Lanarkshire, are in 
the hands of J. MacSporran and MacCormick, 55, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Chryston.—Lanarkshire CC to erect new 
houses, new garage, for which plans are in the 
of J. C. Miller, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow 

Coatbridge.—Lanarkshire CC to have a new 
Catholic primary school erected from plans to be 
prepared by Thomas Cordiner (A.), Biythswood- 
chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 

Dumfries.—Dumfries and District Arts and Com- 
munity Association propose to build a theatre and 
concert hall at Gracefield Arts Centre, and the town 
council have agreed to include in their estimates for 
the present year £1,000 towards the cost of the pro- 
ject. 

Denfermline.—Town Council’s estimate for their 
1953-54 housing programme is £500,000. 

ow.—Plans in hand for scheme of extensions 
to The Mansionhouse-rd. nursing home, for which the 
architects are John Laird and Son (A.), 87, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for scheme of 48 flats 
and number of shops, for which the architect_is 
Archibald G. Jury, Corpormion Housing Offices, The 
Trongate. Glasgow. and the quantity rveyors, 
Robert Galbraith (FRICS), 68, Bath-st., Glaszow. 


police 
hands 


Glasgow.—Pians in the hands of their own 
architects for new canteen and welfare block, etc., 
which are to be erected at Woodville-st., for Blair, 
Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians for new halls to be erected at 
Glendreny-rd., are in the hands of the Church of 
Scotland Architects, George-st., Edinburgh 

ow.—Plans in the hands of their n staff 
of architects for new extensions to their o'fices at 


Dalmarnock, for Sir William Arrol and ‘ Ltd., 
Parkhead Crane Works, Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their ow archi- 
tects for scheme of demolition, extensions ‘0 theif 


offices, and the erection of new building neat sascube- 
rd., for Shaw and MacInnes, Ltd., 108, [i ‘ill-td.. 
Glasgow. ne 
Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new shops an’ houses 
to be erected at Claypotts-pl., for which the :*chitect 
is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Corporation (i using 
Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. , F 
Westerton Greengairs.—Lanarkshirc C 4 
erect 36 houses for which the architect a 


a (A.), County-chbrs., Beckford-st., | 


est. 
_ West Lothian.—Pians to be prepared (°° neW 
junior secondary Catholic school, to be <« 
Bo'ness. The architéct is George A. Boot! 
Offices, Linlithgow, West Lothian. 
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CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
he found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
us issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stil] open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applic ations; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be opt ined 
BUILDING 


MAY 23. 

*tEssex CC.—Alterations to Thurrock Ambulance 
Station. County A, Chelmsford. 
MAY 30. 


*(Durham CC.—Proposed hostel for ome persons, 
Jarrow. G. R. Clayton, FRIBA, County A, Court-la., 
Durham 


*'Northumberland CC.—Alterations, ambulance 
garaze Wideopen, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. County A, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £2 2s 

JUNE 1. 


Bristol City C.—Erection of shops at 23 to 26 
Horsefair, and alterations to shop premises at Horse- 
fair end of Lower Arcade. City A, Council House, 
College Green, Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Crawley Development Corporation. —Erection of 
17 dwellings on the Northgate site No. 11. Chief 
Architect, Broadfield, Crawley, Sussex. 


*Halifax BC.—66 houses at Mixenden, and 4 flats at 


Moor-la., Halifax. BE. Dep. £2. 
JUNE 2. 

Spalding UDC.—40 houses and 4 flats on St. 
Paul's estate. S to the Council, Short-st. Dep. £2 2 
JUNE 3. 

Beds. EC.—Classrooms at four schools. County A, 

Bedford 
*tEastbourne BC.—60 flats on Langney Village 
estate. BS. Dept. £2 2s. Tenders by July 10. 


*Eastbourne BC.—New teaching wing in Darley- 
rd. for Eastbourne Training College. BS. Dep. £2 2s 
Tenders by July 17: 

Glasgow Corpn.—Shops and flats at Scaraway-st., 
Milton Architectural & Planning Dept., 20, Tron- 
gate, Glasgow, Cl. 

JUNE 4. 

Narberth RDC.—{1) 12 houses at Velfrey-rd.; (2) 
six houses at Templeton; (3) six houses at Tavernspite; 
(4) six houses at Maenclochog. J. Owen Parry & 
Lewis, architects, Ammanford. Dep. £3 each site. 

Norfolk EC.—Two temporary classrooms at East 
Dereham sec. mod. sch. and Fakenham cty. prim. 
sch., and two permanent classrooms at Reepham cty. 
prim. sch. Chief Education Officer, County Educa- 
tion Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

Northwich RDC.—Contract 3a, six bungalows at 
Barston; contract 6a, two houses at Crowton; contract 
Xa, four houses at Marton; contract 18a, two bunga- 
ows at Delamere. E&S. 

Portsmouth _ C.+34 dwellings at we ey 
Makins, ARIBA, 4, Landport-ter. Dep. £3 


JUNE 5. 
24 police houses, etc., on various 


West Riding CC 
t ‘ Bishopgarth,’’ Westfield-rd., 


County A, 
kefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 6. 
Abingdon RDC.—16 houses on Southmoor housing 
t Architect, Council Offices, 60, Bath-st. Dep. 


Warwick TC.—12 bungalows at Milton and Burns- 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s 
JUNE 8. 
Andover BC.—21 houses on Weyhill-rd. housing 
t BS, ‘‘ Beach Hurst,’’ Weyhill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
Bolton TC.—f2 houses on Long-la. estate: 20 — 
on Green-la. estate. Hsg. Director. Dep. £2 2s 

Ellesmere Port UDC.—145 houses on Glenwood-rd. 
ing quate, Little Sutton, contract 149. E&S. 
£3 3s. 

Watford BC.—Six shops and maisonettes, Tolpits- 

Holywell estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
by BC.—Six shops and maisonettes, School 
. Hillside estate, Abbots Langley. BE&S. Dep. 


JUNE 9. 
Herne Bay UDC.—Repair works to the King’s 
. E&S, Council Offices. 

JUNE 10. 
Bromley BC.—Garage for four lorries at Walds 
pot. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


“Durham CC.—Conversion into flats a Houghall 
Farmhouse. County A, Court-la., Durha 


JUNE 11. 

*Berks CC.—Two pairs of police houses at both 
(a) Wootton-rd., Abingdon; and (b) Oxford-rd., 
Wokingham. County A. Dep. £2 2s. per site. 

JUNE 12. 


Lancaster City C.—(a) 12 flats on Sandfield Cottage 
site; (b) 12 bungalows on site fronting Appletree-dr. 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. per scheme. 


JUNE 13. 
*Prescot UDC.—Public conveniences at 
st. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


*St. Albans RDC.—14 bungalows, 
estate, Wheathampstead. Architect, 43, 
more-rd. Dep. £1 Is. 


Atherton- 


Marford-rd. 
Upper Latti- 


JUNE 15. 
**Durham CC.—Proposed county infants’ school, 
Fishburn. County A, Durham. 


*Luton BC.—1i50 houses, 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


Runfold housing estate. 


JUNE 16. 

*Salford City C.—New annexe and adaptations at 
Central Meals Kitchen, Bowker-st City E. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 17. 

*Bootle CB.—116 houses at Netherton. 
Hall, Bootle. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 19. 

Chailey RDC.—i2 dwellings and 
works at Trevor-gdns.. Beddingham. 
Council Offices, Lewes House, Lewes. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Martley RDC.—Eight houses at Queen’s estate, 
Wichenford. E. J. Turner, 1, The Tothing, Worces- 
ter. Dep. £2 2s. 


BS, Town 


ancillary site 
Council’s A, 


JUNE 20. 

*Aireborough UDC.—Weigh-office and mess room, 
Refuse Disposal Plant site, Milners-rd., Yeadon. E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Wainford RDC.—Eight houses and site works at St. 


Michael’s. J. Owen Bond & Son, architects, St. 
Faith’s House, Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. £2 2s 
JUNE 23. 


*Iford BC.—20 old persons’ fiats at Hatley-ave. and 


Cranbrook. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 
JUNE 24. 

*New Windsor BC.—50 houses, Manor Farm site, 
Clewer Hill-rd. BE., Kipling Memorial-bidgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 26. 

*Acton BC.—Alterations, Central Library, High- 
st. BE. 

NO DATE. 


*Bridlington BC.—82 dwellings on West Hill estate. 
BE. Dep. £3 3s. 

Dame Agnes Hunt Memorial Ctte.—28 bungalows 
with roadwork at the Derwen, Gobowen, nr. Oswestry. 
J. Rhaiadr-Jones, Derwen. Dep. £10 








SCAFFOLD 








Swivels, Doubles end Putiog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.$.1139. 


Our DESIGNS give TOP 
SAFETY—yet you SAVE 


SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours—FREE. 
Weare as near to you as your telephone. 





OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 






813 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 28. 

*Dunstable BC.—Exterior inting of 111 houses 
and flats on Beecroft estate. Soutien Estates Manager. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

MAY 29. 

*Gravesend BC.—External 
houses, King’s Farm estate. 
Dep. £2. 


redecoration to 204 
BE&S, 6, Woodville-ter. 


MAY 3. 
*tEssex CC.—Recovering flat roofs, Chingford 
County High School. County A, Chelmsford. 
JUNE 4. 
Kidsgrove UDC.—Painting of 545 houses in wt Jots. 
Housing Officer, Town Hall, Kidsgrove. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 5. 


*Merton and Morden UDC.—Decorations and re- 
ee. Morden Park Clubhouse and various libraries. 


JUNE 11. 
Shoreditch BC.—External decoration of ll blocks 
of flats at various sites. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 15. 


“Finchley BC.—External and internal painting to 
various schools, in three contracts. BE&S. Dep. £2 
per contract. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 1. 

*tAnglesey Ed. Com.—Resurfacing of school play- 
grounds within the county. County A, Liangefni. 
Tenders by June 22. 

JUNE 3. 

Newport BC.—Surface dressing of 310,000 sq. yds. 

of roads. BE. Dep. £2 
JUNE 4. 


Leeds TC.—Road and paving work in a number of 
private streets. Highways E, 155, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds, 


4. Dep. £1 Is. 
JUNE 5. 
Colwya Bay.—Roads, sewers and other works on the 
Elwy-rd. estate, Rhos-on-Sea. BE&S, Town Hall. 
Neath BC.-—Surface dressing of roads. BE, Gwyn 
Hall, Neath. 


2 2s. 


JUNE 6. 


Bolton BC.—Surfacing approximately 9,250 sq. yds. 
of roads. BE&S. 


Yiewsley and West Drayton UDC.—Roads and 
sewers on the Wise-la. housing estate. E&S, Drayton 
Hall, West Drayton. Dep. £2 2s 

JUNE 8. 

Tipton BC.—Surface dressing of roads. 

Municipal-bidgs., Sedgley-rd. West, Tipton. 


West Bromwich CB.—Surfacing works, West Brom- 
wich Cemetery. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £1 Is. 


West Dean RDC.—Berry Hill sewerage, Contract 


BE&S, 


No. 1. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, engineers, 33, 
Great Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 5s. 
JUNE 9. 
Luton BC.—Asphalt resurfacing of 11,500 sq. yds. 
roads. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE il. 
Gainsborough UDC.—Foundation alterations at 
Town Hall. J. Haiste & Ptnrs., civil engrs., 4, Queen- 
sq., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 


JUNE 15. 

Ellesmere Port UDC.—Roads and sewers on North 
Whitby housing estate, parts 3 and 3a. E&S. Dep. 
£3. 2m. 

Wainford RDC.—Construction of a r.c. water tower 
of 270,000 gals. capacity. A. P. I. Cotterell & Son, 
engineers, 54, Victoria-st., Westminster, SWI. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

West Cheshire Water Board.—Laying of approx. 7} 
miles of steel main. G. H. Hill & Sons (Manches- 
ter), civil engineers, 51, Mosiey-st., Manchester, 2. 
Dep. £5 Ss. 

JUNE 18. 

Howden RDC.—Sewage disposal works at Eastring- 
ton housing site. J. H. Haiste & Ptnrs, consultant 
engineers, 4, Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 22. 

Forehoe and Henstead RDC.—Contract 1, 15,600 
yds. water mains in Marlingford, Barford and Wramp- 
lingham parishes; contract 2, 13,610 yds. water mains 
in Shotesham, Saxlingham parishes Elliott & Brown, 
engineers, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Nerwich TC.—Roads and sewers on the pees 


estate. City E, City Hall, Norwich. Dep. £2 2s 
JUNE 26. 
Clare RDC.—Water mains and communication 
pipes. E&S, Stonehall, Clare, Sudbury, Suffolk. Dep. 
£2 2s 










& 
4 





814 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Becontree.—DeVELOPMENT.—Erection of a further 
16 houses on a site at Becontree estate by direct labour 
at estimated cost £27,811 is recommended for LCC’s 
approval. 

Camberwell.—DerveLopment.—LCC Hsg. Com. has 
approved a scheme prepared by H. C. Wilkerson & 
Ptnrs., architects, 18, Tooks-court, Cursitor-st., EC4, for 
erection of 39 flats and maisonettes on a site at junc- 
tion of Peckham Rye and Nunhead-la., at estimated 
cost £95,550. 

Camberwell.—ReEviseD ScHEME.—Revised scheme 
has been prepared by LCC architects for the provision 
of 165 flats and 39 houses, at estimated cost £469,020, 
on the Kingswood estate. LCC Hsg.. Com. have 
given their approval. 

Deptford.—Sire Deve.topment.—LCC are recom- 
mended to approve acquisition, clearance and partial 
redevelopment of the Griffin-st. areas, together with 
three-quarters acre of adjoining land, at total esti- 
mated cost £41,000. 

Fulham.—ScHoo..—LCC Ed. Com. have authorised 
the preparation of working drawings by Richard 
Sheppard & Ptnrs., architects, 15/16, Bedford-pl., 
WC1, for the erection of a secondary school for 900 
girls in Peterborough-rd. as county complement to 
Lady Margaret School. Estimated cost is £277,001, 
and the scheme includes an assembly hall, administra- 
tive rooms, dining accommodation, gymnasium and 
general classrooms, in a two-storey block. 


Greenwich.—SitrE Acquisirion.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of an area of 
five acres formed by the sites of ‘* Heathfield ’’ and 
‘* The Priory ’’ in Priory Park for housing purposes, 
at estimated cost of £25,000, is recommended by LCC 
Hsg. Com. 

Hendon.—Vicaracrt.—Erection of a vicarage in place 
of existing at Montrose-ave., Burnt Oak, proposed by 
D. F. Martin-Smith, FRIBA, 41, Carlton-hill, NW8, 
has been approved by BC. 

Hendon.—RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.—BC have 
approved the residential development of ‘‘ Woodside, : 
Woodlands, NWII1, proposed by G. Palmer, 
ARIBA, ‘ Belmont,’’ Ormond-cres., Hampton. 


Islington.—SirE AcguisiTion.—The acquisition, 
clearance, and partial redevelopment of a three-quarter 
acre site in Essex-rd. as an extension of the Newbery 
House site, at estimated cost £19,000, is recommended 
for LCC’s approval. 

Kensington.—Atsert Hatt Repairs.—The_ Royal 
Albert Halt Corporation is to negotiate with Treasury 
officials for a loan of up to £40,000 for essential 
repairs to the Albert Hall. The architects are Troup 
and Steele, 14, Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1. 

Kensington.—AppPointTMENT.—TP Com. recommends 
the appointment of John Grey and Ptnr., 17, Bucking- 
ham-st., Strand, WC2, as architects in connection with 
the development of the following sites: Nos. 275, 277 
and 297, Ladbroke-gr.: Nos. 53, 55 and 57, Faraday- 
rd.: Nos. 42, 44 and 84, Tavistock-cres.; Nos. 61, 63 
and 65, Tavistock-rd.; No. 23, Basing-st.; No. 61, St. 
Ervans-rd.: Nos. 140, 142 and 144, Finborough-rd.; 
and Nos. 82 and 84, Radcliffe-sq. 

Lambeth.—Fiats.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose the 
erection of 12 flats and four shops on the York Hill 
estate extension, at estimated cost £40,315. Scheme 
was prepared by Hugh Minty & Ptnrs., architects, 24, 
Welbeck-way, W1. 

Lambeth.—Primary ScHoo..—The rebuilding of 
Priory county primary school with 720 places on a 
site in Larkhal!-la. and Studley-rd. is recommended by 
LCC Ed. Com. Estimated cost of site acquisition for 
the scheme, prepared by LCC architects, is £27,500. 


Lambeth.—Srre AcqguisiTion.—LCC are recom- 
mended to approve the acquisition, clearance and 
partial redevelopment of a three-quarter acre site in 
Old Paradise-st. for housing purposes, at estimated 
cost £15,000. 

Poplar.—Srre DevetopmMent.—LCC are recom- 
mended to lease a site bounded by Stebondale-st., 
Manchester-rd. and Pier-st. to the Isle of Dogs Housing 
Society, Ltd., Estate Office, St. Huberts House, Janet- 
st., E14, for the provision by the society of housing 
accommodation. 

Stepney.—Fiats, SHops AND MAISONETTES.—Scheme 
has been prepared for the erection of 16 shops, 22 
flats and 76 maisonettes on the part of the Ocean 
estate bounded by Duckett-st., Harford-st. and Ben 
Johnson-rd., estimated cost £269,046. LCC Hsg. 
Com. have approved the scheme, prepared by LCC 
architects. 

Stepney.—ScHoot ExTEeNsions.—Acquisition of two 
acres of land fronting Commercial-rd., Lukin-st. and 
Sutton-st. for the extension of St. Mary and St 
Michael's RC school is recommended by LCC TP 
Com. 

Stepney.—Srre Acquisirion.—LCC TP Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition at estimated cost £94,000 of the 
area ila to 21, Dod-st. for development purposes. 


Stepney. —- COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT. — The 
acquisition, clearance and partial redevelopment at 
estimated cost £98,000 of the 5} acres Walter-ter. site 
adjoining Dunelm-st. site is proposed by LCC TP 
Com., to form a further step in the redevelopment 
of neighbourhood unit No. 4. The land will provide 
sites for the Redcoat and Hamlet of Ratcliffe CE 
schools and the London Congregational Union. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS TUBES 


The Brass and Copper ~ Tube Association 
announce that, in consequence of the rise in the 
market price of zinc, basis prices have been 
increased from midnight, May 18, as follows: 

Increased by Basis price 
per Ib. per lb. 
Brazed brass tubes ee 8 344d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 333d. 


CEMENT DEARER 


The Cement Makers’ Federation has _ an- 
nounced that because of increases in costs of the 
cement industry the prices of ordinary and rapid- 
hardening Portland cement have been increased by 
2s. a ton as from May 20. 

A considerable quantity of cement and clinker 
for cement grinding is being imported by the 
cement industry at the request of the Minister 
of Works in order that supplies in the home and 
colonial markets may be available to meet this 
year’s building programme. The imported cement 
will be sold at home prices, although ‘its cost is 
considerably higher. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The Chain Link Fencing Association announce 
that in consequence of a reduction in the price 
of refined and electrolytic zinc, the current chain 
link fencing premiums have been reduced by 24 
points as from May 15. 











Stepney, meeting house formerly in Stepney-way. 
About one acre will be available for housing. 


Stoke Newington.—Sit—E Acquisition.—LCC are 
recommended to acquire at estimated cost £5,600 
vacant factory premises at 50, Rushmore-rd. to form 
part of the site for a proposed comprehensive school 
for 2,000 girls. 


Stoke Newington.—ScHoo. ExreNsions.—Scheme 
for the provision of three extra classrooms, cloak- 
room and sanitary accommodation on first floor at 
Woodberry Down county primary. school has been 
approved by LCC Ed. Com. Scheme, estimated cost 
£10,595, was prepared by LCC architects. 


Tilbury.—Docx ImpROVEMENTS.—Port of London 
Authority has authorised improvement works on north 
side = Main Dock at Tilbury. Scheme is to be 
Carri out in two stages at an estimated cost of 
£1,500,000. The first stage will include construction 
of quay wall, and the second stage provides for con- 
struction of transit shed and railway passenger plat- 
form, roads. 


Wandsworth.—Sire Acquisition.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
Propose the acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
a gn of a _ one a quarter acres site in 
‘oynder's-rd., at the Atkins-rd. juncti i 
a tn junction, estimated 


Wandsworth.—Site Acguisition.—The acquisition 
more than 1} acres of land at Putney Vale os a site foe 
new county primary and nursery schools is recom- 
mended to LCC. Estimated cost is £4,500. The 
acquisition at estimated cost £10,500 of a half-acre 
aban damp St. Andrew’s RC primary school, to 

- : a ‘ 
pemeagh. owadoadey- = site for its proposed rebuilding, is 
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May 22 1953 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—BC to consider scheme for erect 
Gregory flats in 21 blocks of four at sce Mo % 


“ot SEC | follow olin 
— propose following in 1954-5 
programme:—Beaumaris sec., £235,560 est.: Gates 
cty. prim., £35,322 est. Plans by Cty. A. 

Ashbourne.—RDC seek approval from Plain Auth 
for erection of a new village hall for Kniveton PC 
ee a — apgrorel for factusion of North 

jun, - Sch. in 1954-5 pro 
£86,240 est. cost. — 

Berwick.—Thomas Bell and Son, Bath-ia.. New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Propose warehouse and dwellj 
house on Tweedside trading estate. = 

Beverley.—Approval received from M. Agric. and 
Fish. for £30,000 cattle market extension in Morton-la 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC A, Kitching and Co.. 21 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, instructed to prepare 
plans for four-bedroom houses in Corfe-cres.—Coun. 
cil seeks loan sanction £198,500 for 136 houses in 
Roseberry-rd. 

Blyth.—_BE, D. W. Foster, prepared layout plan 
for erection of houses on site No. 30 on Cowpen-rd 
os ee erection of flats in News. 

1am-rd. scheme has been suggeste or 48 
costing £1,203 each. Se 

Bolton.—EC received approval to sketc ans 
Oldhams-la. CP sch., £43. 120 est. itunes 

Bradford.—BC approved erection of six classrooms 
at Buttershaw inf. sch., £12,250 est. cost: sec. sch 
opposite Wibsey Park, £247,500 est. cost. 

Brixworth.—-RDC_ propose 16 houses at southern 
ends of Parkfield-rd. and St. Davids-rd. 

Carlisle.—Carlisle United Football Club seeking 
building licence for erection of grandstand accommo. 
“Tedesttnien: 

apel-en-le-Frith.—Ferodo, Ltd., propos c 
of bus stn. off Hayfield-rd. et Appin ss 

Cheshire.—Wirral Society considering conversion of 
Willaston Windmill into country club, £10,000 est. 
cost. Architect, Leonard Barnish, FRIBA, Liverpool. 

Chesterfield.—Brampton Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
= of public-house at Keswick-dr., Newbold 
estate. 

Consett.—UDC to erect 73 houses on Woodlands-rd. 
estate, Shotley Bridge.—Houses and ancillary develop- 
ment schemes proposed by UDC on 30 acres of land 
at Delves-la. Council’s A, John J. Eltringham, 
Derwent-st., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Coventry.—New Baptist Church at Tile Hill neigh- 
bourhood — unit. Architect, J. Rowland Sidwell, 
Coventry. 
_ Coventry.—EC to include erection of science block 
in first instalment of Caludon Castle sch., £19,000 
est. cost.—TC approved plans for police HQ, £300,000 
est. cost, at Little Park-st., to commence March, 
1954. Denald E. E. Gibson, City A. 

Crook and Willington (Co. Darham).—UDC are to 
build a central bus stn. at Crook. Plans by S. 

Darlington.—-TC approved plans for sgven police 
pomene and an office in Westminster-rd., for Durham 


Darlington.—TC to negotiate prices with three firms 
for erection of 58 houses at Firth Moor. E. A. 
Tornbohm, Boro’ A. 

Darlington.—T. Summerson and Sons, railway plant 
manufacturers, have acquired Mowden Hall for con- 
version into offices. 

Daventry.—RDC S to prepare plans for 18 bunga- 
lows or other suitable accommodation for aged 
persons. 

Derbyshire.—-CC reports MoE approval for 1953-4 
school building programme: Belper sec. mod. sch., 
£134,640; Dronfield sec. mod. sch., £125,000; 
Heanor sec. mod. sch., £101,660; Eckington sec. mod. 
sch., £134,640; Chesterfield Brockwell inf., £29,260; 
Chesterfield West inf., £29,260; proposed Matlock 
sec. mod. sch., placed on reserve list. 

Durham.—The following building programme has 
been approved for County EC by MoW:—Consett 
gram. sch., £212,000; Tow Law prim. sch., £34,800; 
Stockton Roseworth jun. sch., £51,000; Blackhali RC 
prim. sch., £20,000; Fishburn cty. inf. sch., 
£34,000; Shotley Bridge cty. prim. sch., £39,000; 
Billingham North cty. inf. sch., £39,000; Boidon 
Colliery sec. mod. sch., £20,000; Windlestone Hall 
special sch., £30,000; and Spennymoor Whitworth 
House day spec. sch., £12,000. Cty. A, G. R. Clay- 
ton, Court-la. 

Ennerdale.—-RDC approved layout for 50 houses at 
Hall Flatts, Distington, and eight houses for aged 
persons at Egremont. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC to let contract for 


erection of 100 houses in Leam-la., Heworth. Housing 
A, R. Morton. 
Gateshead.—Bidg. schemes to be carried out in 


near future by EC include new Hillheads sec. mod. 
sch., Leam-la. inf. sch.. and Beacon “Lough se: sch 


Hartford.—Cheshire CC to commence erection of 
new Mid-Cheshire tech. college in 1954. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC to build eight “25 on 
Quarry-la. site. Plans by S, C. Bestow. 

Hull.—Further capital allocation, £111,000, eranted 
to City C for 1953, to enable reconstruction :) «ty 
centre, to include Ravenseft project, stage ‘‘iree 
(£20,000); Triangle Trust (£16,000 plus 1953 alle ation 
£15,961); Thornton-Varley, Ltd., stage one (£4. 10): 
and Bladons, Ltd., stage one (£15,000). Sub).-: to 


approval from MH&LG, £20,000 to be alloca:.J ‘or 
rebuilding of Cecil Cinema at Anlaby-rd. Tota! «: of 
Thornton-Varley, Ltd., project approx. £650,000. and 
Bladons, Ltd., project about £400,000. 
Lancaster.—-TC to invite tenders for 12 bur’. ows 
at Hala estate. 
Mansfield.—TC propose development of i5' res 
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May 22 1953 


east of Black Scotch-la. for housing purposes.—S to 
prepare plans for 10 shops on main site at Lady- 
brook estate. 

Monkseaton (Northumberland).—H. L. Honeyman, 
6, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architect for proposed 
church hall, etc., for St. Peter’s Church, West 
Monkseaton. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—UDC propose to carry out a 
building programme of 1,000 houses in the next four 
years, acd are to start shortly on 10-acre site at 
Lemington. Plans by S. J. A. Weatherley. 

Newcastle.—Plans have been approved for a child 
weifare centre and clinic at Broomhi#f, est. cost £9,500. 
Cc. C. Brown, Cty. A, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—CC to build a district sur- 
veyor’s depot, with house, at Rothbury-ter., cost 
£12,000. Plans by City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Propose erection of 36 flats 
at Earls-dr 

Nottingham.—EC received approval for erection of 
Clifton Whitegate sch., Clifton, in 1953-4 schools 
programme 

Notts.-CC propose new branch library at Clipstone. 
—CC propose following in 1954-5 programme:—Work- 
sop sec. tech., £154,387 est.; Ley-la. sec. mod., Mans- 
field Woodhouse, £140,250 est.; Arnold-la. sec. mod., 
Carlton, £140,250 est.; Larkfields jun. mixed & inf., 
Nuthall, £44,968 est.; Valley-rd. jun. mixed & inf., 
West Bridgford, £44,968 est.; Balderton sec. mod., 
£41,250 est.; Eastwood cty. sec. mod (extensions), 
£31,644 est.; Sir Frederick Milner sch., East Retford 
(extensions), £15,000 est.; Winthorpe-rd. jun. mixed & 
inf., Newark, £44,968 est.; Calderton jun. mixed & 
inf., £44,968 est.; Sunnyside Farm jun. mixed & inf., 
Beeston, £44,968 est.; Ollerton cty. sec. mod. (exten- 
sions), £25,000 est.; Coningswath-rd. inf., Carlton, 
£38,544 est.; Carlton-in-Lindrick jun. mixed & inf., 
£25,696 est.; Stafford-st. prim., Mansfield (comple- 
tion), £25,168 est.; Bancroft-la. sec. mod., Mansfield, 
£140,250 est.; Hopwell Hall Special (extensions), 
£15,000 est.; Phase 11 of Beeston College of Further 
Educ.; engineering shops and laboratories at Worksop 
Technical College, £40,100 est.; Phase 11 of extensions 
at Mansfield College of Further Educ., £101,840 est. 

Oldbury.—TC approved plans for residential shop- 
ping development at Hurst Green estate, for J. Harper 
(Blackheath), Ltd. 

Padgate.—Lancs EC propose erection of sec. sch. 
G. Noel Hill, Cty. A, Preston. 

Padiham.—Mullard Radio Co., Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of factory at Simonstone. 

Rochdale.—TC propose negotiating contract with J. 
Hobson & Sons, Ltd., for additional 90-100 houses at 
Kirkholt estate. 

Salop.—-EC_ seek approval for inclusion of first 
instalment of following schools in building pro- 
gramme:—Shrewsbury mod., £97,516 est. cost: 
Weston Rhyn mod., £97,416 est. cost; Wellington 
jun., £51,392 est. cost; Newport mod., £99,000 est 
cost; and Wem mod. agricultural tech., £97,416 est. 
cost. A. G. Chant Cty. A. 

Sedgley.—UDC preparing quantities for 60 houses 
at Monument-la. site. 

Sheffield.—Roberts Bros. (Sheffield), Ltd., propose 
new buildings at The Moor. 

_, South = Shields.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 

Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared 
sketch plans for outpatients’ dept. at Ingham In- 
firmary. Board’s Chief A, P. H. Knighton. 

Stafford.—_TC considering siting of mew crema- 
torlum and burial ground at Cannock Chase. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC received loan sanc- 
tion for purchase of five acres housing land at South 
Vi Ww. Annfield Plain; and £157,222 for erection of 102 

_Orlit ” houses east of Durham-rd., South Stanley.— 
UDC approved plans for Durham CC for proposed 
police houses at Dipton and Burnopfield. 

Startforth-RDC. Barnard Castle, to build six 
houses at Bowes. Plans by S. T. Ashcroft. 

_, Stockport.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. propose 
chest clinic at Stepping Hill Hospital. Architects, 
Harry §. Fairhurst & Son, 25, Brown-st., Manchester. 

_ Stoke-on-Trent. —EC seek loan £219,488 for erection 
of Blurton cty. sec. mod. sch. ” 

Stratford-on-Avon.—TC approved layout plans for 
Mi aged persons’ homes at Scholars-la. and 10 at 
Vil a 
R Sunderland.—Vaux Assoc. Breweries granted 
transter licence for modern inn at Newton Aycliffe, 
near Darlington. Architects, T. A. Page, Son & 
Hi 5, King-st., South Shields. 

Sunderland.—G. T. Brown and Sons, Barclays Bank- 


chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland, prepared plans for 
cist houses in Glenesk-rd., for G. H. Plemper, 

1., builders, St. Hilda’s Works. Sunderland.— 
Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick, 
architects for presbytery on Springwell estate, for 
R Father A. Hannon. 


Sanderland.—RSPCA to start work this year on 
000 clinic in West Wear-st. 

2 satton Coldfield.—Yenton Building Co., Ltd., 52, 

sravelly Hill North, Birmingham, to erect eight houses 

: Falcon Lodge estate. 

Tynemouth.—Revised plans approved for proposed 
000 Monkhouse cty. prim. sch., for EC. Plans 
3E, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 

Wakefield.—J. Tetley & Sons, Ltd., Leeds, propose 
“recon of two public-houses at Eastmoor estate. 

; Warrington.—BC propose joint conference with St. 

H — ane Wigan BC and Lancs CC for erection of 

anatorium. 

Washington.—_MH&LG approved erection of 38 
ae by direct labour in “Oxford-ave., at £43,832, for 
_ West Hartlepool.—R. H. Duns, Lambton House, 
“ambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed quantity 
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surveyor by TC for erection of six sing! shops 

one double shop with 10 maisonettes 8 also oe 

flanking the shops. Pians by A. G. Sinclair, Boro’ A. 

Pinay ame ig) re plans for houses and 

$ ley-rd., Tredgold-ave., 

J. H. Crowther, Ltd. wasps Wit anas ys he 
Wigton.—RDC to seek permission to build bunga- 

lows at Aspatria. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

ft Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q on™ accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Abingdon.—45 flats at Northcourt-rd., for TC. F. 
Cox, FRIBA, architect, the Blanket Hall, Witney, 
Oxon. Quantities by Henry Cooper & Partners:— 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Norfolk-rd., Barking, Essex £73,450 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 17, Easton-st., High 

Wycombe, Bucks 7% ai a . 73,352 
*T. H. Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd’, 35a, Queen-st., 

Oxford ; Ay i nF : 71,127 
(Subject to reductions.) 

Ayr.—Erection of 18 three- and 34 four-apartment 
houses at the Craigie housing site. Thomas O’Brien 
(F.), architect, Municipal-bidgs., The Sandgate, High- 
st., Ayr: *The Weir Housing Corporation, Ltd., Coat- 
bridge, Lanarkshire. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Adaptations at Wennington 
Hall, for EC: *A. O. Thoms, Wheatfield-st., Lan- 
caster, £28,410. 

Berwick-on-Tweed.—74 houses at Prior Park 
housing estate, Tweedmouth, for TC. BS, Municipal- 
bidgs.: H. Pierce, Osborne-rd., Tweedmouth, 
Berwick. 

Blackburn.—Erection of Shadsworth inf. sch., for 
EC: *James Whittaker & Sons (Blackburn), Ltd., 
£43,846. 

Bolton.—Construction of filter station and pump- 
ing station in connection with Springs & Dingle 
Filtration Scheme, for BC: *R. J. Tyson, Ltd., 
Wellington Sawmills, Bolton. 

Brierfield.—29 houses at Parsons Clough estate, for 
UDC: *Howarth Bros. (Colne), Ltd., Colne, Lancs. 

Brighton.—Factory No. 3 at Hollingbury for 
Underwood, Elliott Fisher, Ltd.: {F. T. Wilson and 
Sons, Ltd., Brighton, £73,662. 

Buxton.— Additional! six houses at Victoria Park No. 
2 estate, for TC: *H. Jones (Heaton Chapel), Ltd., 
£7,939. 

Clare.—Eight houses and 14 bungalows with site 
works, for RDC: Richardson & Houfe, architects, 
Ampthill, Beds. Quantities by Fleetwood, Buss 
Anns: *Slater Bros. (Glemsford), Ltd., Glemsford, 
Suffolk. Houses, £30,107; site works, £1,638. 

Cumberland.—Erection of eight police houses on 
the Scaws estate, Penrith, for CC: *R. E. Reay, 
Penrith, £13,641. 

Darlington.—Erection of 108 ‘ Unity ’’’ houses on 
the Firth Moor estate, for TC. Boro’ A, E. A. 
Tornbohm, Central-bldgs., Darlington: *E. Lawson, 
Ltd., Albert Hill, Darlington, £151,500. 

Darlington.— Work has started on the erection of 
eight houses for the North-Eastern Railway Cottage 
Homes Benefit Fun. Architect, A. Newton Thorpe, 
Architects’ Dept., Civil Engineer’s Office, British 
Railways, York: *Piggott Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 1, 
Lodge-st., Darlington. ’ 

Durham.—Alterations and improvements to Stain- 
drop CE (Controlled) sch., for EC.- Cty. A, G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la.. Durham: *Haverys (Contractors), 
The Side, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £5,366. i 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Alterations and additions to 
club at Heworth House, Felling, for the Pelaw and 
District Social Club and Institute. Architect, J. M. 
Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. W. 
a & Co., Mistletoe-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 

yne 
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Filey.—14 bungalows at Muston-rd. housing site, for 
UDC. F. Vaux, FRIBA, 31, Quay-rd., Bridlington: 
*Stanley par Station-rd., Hunmanby. 

y ans 
erected at the Torrygien i 
(F.), architect, 129, ae ae Steel windows, 
casements and allied works: *Frederick Braby & Co., 
Ltd., Springburn, Glasgow, £9,224. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for additions and other 
works at the wholesale bak of Walter Grieve 
ge Ltd., se pony ton. ‘ i 

., architect, q -st., Glasgow: *Robert 
Corbett & Son, Ltd., Glasgow. 
<n .—Erection of 20 houses for single persons 
5 ee for TC. BE, J. H. Wood: *Direct 

a ur. 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of eight flats at the 
Corner of Quarry-rd. and Victoria-rd., for UDC. Sur- 
veyor, R. C. Bestow: *Direct Labour. 

Kensington.—Erection of cight flats and two 
maisonettes on the sites of 79-83 (odd), Cornweall- 
cres., and 96-100 (even), Blenheim-cres., for BC. 
tPrestige and Co., Ltd., £22,360. 

Lambeth.—Construction of six dwellings for BC 
on the site of Nos. 37, 37a, 39 and 39a, St. Louis- 


rd.:— 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. .. £13,907 
Jones and Feasey, Ltd. ea . 12,100 
Clarke Barton and Co., Ltd. .. 12,076 
H. T. Oliver and Sons Ltd. .. 11,890 
F. T. Wooding and Sons, Ltd. 11,442 
J. A. Dumayne and Co., Ltd. 11,142 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbiedon), Ltd. . 11,108 
tCobby and May, Ltd. . ; 10,716 


LCC.—Construction of 12 flats in a three-storey 
block (block 8) and other work at Bow Bridge 
estate, Poplar:— 


J. M. Hill and Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. £31,497 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Forest Gate .. ee fe 
W. J. Marston and Son, Ltd., Fulham 30,485 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Paddington 30,306 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham é -- 30,223 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford .. ; a 2a ee 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham = 29,133 
*William J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham .. 28,144 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £28,435. 
LCC.—Construction at Caroline estate extension, 
Hammersmith, of 84 flats and 44 maisonettes in eight 
blocks, ranging from one to ten storeys in height. A 
laundry, a clubroom, a children’s fitted playground 
and 52 tenants’ store sheds will be provided. The 
rates and prices in the bills of quantities for six of 
the blocks and other works (contract A) will be used 
to value the cost of the other two blocks and other 
works (contract B). Twelve tenders were received, 
the prices for contract A being as follows:— 

E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. £204,989 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury - .. 204,640 
J. Jarvis and Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 201,305 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone . . 198,950 


Thomas and Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 497,786 
William Moss and Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood 193,889 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 

Westminster At on ‘. “a .. 193,640 
Allen Fairhead and Sons, Ltd., Enfield .. 191,584 


Stewart and Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 191,306 
Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., Westminster 187,436 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. .. 184,758 
*Wilson, Lovatt and Sons, Ltd., Westminster 183,696 

The comparable estimate of the appointed architects, 
Messrs. Edward Armstrong and Frederick McManus, 
is £196,216. On the basis of the prices in the lowest 
tender, the estimated cost of the work in contract B 
is £96,550. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended May 16:— . 

Building work: Speirs, Ltd., Glasgow, C2; John 
Williams (Liverpool), Ltd., Liverpool; Willcocks & 
Stephens, Ltd., Paignton, Devon; F. Shepperd 
& Son, Ltd., York; Farrans, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, 2. Resurfacing work: William Briggs & 
Sons, Ltd., Dundee. General maintenance work: 
Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Leamington Spa, Warwicks; 
Robert Durie, Jnr., Tayport, Fifeshire. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways:— z 

Construction and delivery of a single screw twin 
grab diesel hopper dredger, for Lowestoft Harbour 
*Henry Robb, Ltd., West Pier, Leith. Supply and 
erection of lineside fencing in the Sheffield district: 
*Durafencing (Northern), Ltd., 13, Bridge-st., Man- 


Police).—Tenders placed by 
the Metropolitan Police:— : 

External repairs and redecorations at Wray House, 
Chelsea, SW3: *Apletree & Son, £3,329. External! 
and internal repairs and tions at Married 
Quarters and Section House, 501, Lea Bridge-rd.: 
*A. E. Field (Builders), Ltd., £1,701. Paving repairs 
to yard at Edmonton Police Station: 
Macleod & Co., Ltd., £711. Internal and external de- 
corations and new drainage system at Southgate 
Police Station: *Jas. & Sons, Lid., £394. 

London (War Dept.).—Contracts pl 
during week ended May 9:— : 

Nottinghamshire: Painting and decorating, P. 
Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Gloucestershire: Road 

i O. J. Elliott & Co., Ltd., Winterbourne. 


repairs, ; 
Hertfordshire: Electrical work, David Thomson & 
Son (London), Ltd., London, WCl. Kent: Road 
construction, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., London 6; 


Building, G. Lewis & Son (Dover), Ltd., Dover. 

London: Painting, Geo. Jones & Son (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., London, W8._ Cambridgeshire: Hutting 
waterproofing, Berry Wiggins & Co., Ltd., London, 
EC4. Surrey: Building work, J. B. Edwards & Co. 


he 
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(Whyteleafe), Lid., Kenley; Painting, Geo. Jones & 
Son (Contractors), Ltd., London, W8. Cheshire: 
Miscellaneous, W. H. Roberts, Ltd., Wallasey. 
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SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 







Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
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Telegrams: ““EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 








The Address of your Branch Secretary 
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THE BUILDER 


Warwickshire: Building, Wilson Lovatt & Son, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. 

Manchester.—-Works for Reg. Hospital Brd.:—Con- 
version of Ward GL into Chest Clinic at Hope 
Hospital, Salford: *Drye & Co., Ltd., 337, Bolton- 
rd., Pendleton, Salford, £11,100; alterations to kitchens 
at Eaves-la., Chorley: *G. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Pen- 
nington-rd., Sawmills, Leigh, £4,622; improvements to 
X-ray department at Congieton War Memorial: *G. 
Roylance & Co., Ltd., Waters Green, Macclesfield, 
£3,925 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work has started on new gram. 
sch. in West-rd., for EC. City A, George Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle: *Harry Kindred (Newcastle), 
Ltd., 371, West-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £214,800. 

Newcastle-ander-Lyme.—-Erection of 150 houses for 
Coal Industry Housing Assoc.: *J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Swinton, Manchester. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Houses at Park site, Silver- 


dale, for BC. 24: *Phillips Bros., Ltd., Newcastle; 
*Cornes (Construction), Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent (nego- 
tiated). 


Northampton.—-Erection of homes for aged, for TC. 
28 at King Edward-rd.: *Adkings & Shaw, Ltd., St. 


James-st., Daventry, £29,860; eight at Uplands-rd.: 
*Adkings & Shaw, Ltd., St. James-st., Daventry, 
£8,489: eight at Towcester-rd.: *Clements Bros. 
(Northampton), Ltd., 64, St. Andrews-st., Northamp- 
ton, £8,859. 


Nuneaton.—Extensions to Manor Park sch.. for TC: 
*G. E. & W. Wincott, Ltd., 64, Coton-rd., Nuneaton. 
£27,962 

Redditch.—-56 houses at Batchley estate, for UDC. 
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E. Buckley, FRICS, AFAS, E&S. Quan; ties by 3 
Kirkham Dale & Son: *C. Bryant & Son. itd.’ 65. 
Whitmore-rd., Smaliheath, Birmingham 1), £93 19’ 


Rotherham.—Erection of Herringthorpe p 
sch., for E.C.: *Beeden, Ltd., Park-la 


rh 4 

Rotherham, £22,094. Superstructure: *Bri«:, — 
plane Co., Ltd., Bristol, £18,897. 

Salford.—Erection of Claremont gram. sch. for BC 


*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £207.43) 
Four police houses at Pandleton Doveleys-rd; 


two at Eccles Old-rd.: *Burns & Anderson, Lid i 
Eccles New-rd., Salford, £8,268 and £4,424." ’ 

Seaham.—Alterations to premises in North Railway. 
st., for British Legion Club. Architects, W. & T. R 


Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunderland: *Robert Hudson 
& Sons, St. Mark’s-cres., Sunderland. - 
Sedgley.—-70 houses at Stickley-la. (Extension 1), for 
UDC: *Tomlinson Bros. (Sedgley), Ltd., Bilston-st 
Sedgley. . 
Sheffield.—Erection of Civil Defence Main Controj 
Centre, for TC: *Direct Labour, £9,191. 
Solihall.—Erection of Tudor Grange gram. sch. for 
boys: *Edgar Crowder, Ltd., South-rd., Birmingham, 
Spennymoor.—Privy conversion scheme involving 
850 ash closets, for UDC: *Carlton & Ellison, Lovaine- 
ter. West, Hetton, Co. Durham, £15,582. 
Stafford.—Erection of workshops and offices, for 
Stafford Concrete Products, Ltd.: *Direct Labour, 


Stanley (Co. Durham).—Erection of Church of 
England at South Stanley. Architects, Cordingley & 
McIntyre, The College, Durham: *R. E. Coleman, 


Ltd., Church-st., Durham, £13,000. 

Wakefield.—136 Unity houses and 10 bungalows at 
Hall Green, Crifflestone, for RDC: *M. Harrison & 
Co. (Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, Farniey, Leeds. 

Warwick.—Six shops and 12 flats at Shakespeare- 
ave., for TC: *S. G. Marsh, 38, Coppice-rd., Moseley, 
Birmingham, £25,231. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—Subtrades let by UDC 
in connection with the erection of 38 houses at 
Oxford-ave. Glazing: *H. G. Lyon, Alexandra-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; electrical work: *W. Hinton, 
Maple-rd., Blaydon; roof tiling: *Tyneside Roofings, 
Ltd., Curlew-rd., Jarrow; and plastering. *J. N. 
Taylor, Potter-st., Humbledon, Sunderland. 

West Hartlepool.—t£rection of 12 houses, for TC: 
*Direct Labour. 

West Hartlepool.—Erection of 14 houses at Owton 
Manor, for TC. Boro’ A, A. G. Sinclair: *W. Brazel? 
(West Hartlepool), Ltd., Elwick-rd., West Hartlepool. 

Wheatley Hill (Co. Durham).—Erection of prefabri- 
cated hotel for Vaux & Associated Breweries, Ltd., 
The Brewery, Sunderland. Architects, Matkin & 
Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land: *R. E. Coleman, Ltd., Church-st., Durham. 

Worcs.—Erection of Studley-rd. sec. mod. sch., for 
EC: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., Bir- 
mingham, £96,587; additional classrooms at Catshil? 
prim.: *J. A. Brazier, Ltd., 170, Worcester-rd., Broms- 
grove, £3,959; Hagley CP sch.: *W. T. Harman, 
Stourbridge, £3,831. 
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